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CHAPTER 4 — IMPACTS AND MITIGATION

4.1 Introduction

Impacts were assessed by describing the visual changes that would occur under the Build
Alternatives in comparison to the existing visual conditions and the changes expected under the
No Build Alternative. Effects on important visual resources and views are also described.
Finally, the expected response of viewers, the number of viewers and the compatibility of the
changes in the landscape setting were considered together to define effects as adverse or non-
adverse. Mitigation was considered for all visual effects, with an emphasis on those effects
considered to be adverse.

4.2 No Build Alternative

421 VT 2A Corridor

Future growth in the VT 2A corridor is expected to be concentrated near the Taft Corners area
and would include grid streets and infill development. The character of the Taft Corners area is
expected to be high density and urban, with little or no setbacks.

In Essex Junction, the Essex Junction Redevelopment Project would increase parking, and
make improvements to landscaping, lighting, street furniture, and sidewalks. These
improvements would enhance the visual appearance of this village center and are designed to
encourage redevelopment in this area.

Other areas of the VT 2A corridor would remain similar to the existing condition foreground
views, but increases in development would be visible in background views as Williston grows.

4.2.2 Circ A/B Corridor

The existing Circ A/B right-of-way is anticipated to remain undeveloped under the No Build
Alternative. The medium density residential zoning district south of Mountain View Road would
continue to become more suburban in character as additional households locate there under the
No Build Alternative. The Chittenden Solid Waste District Regional Landfill would encompass
the sandpit and parts of forested areas west of the Circ A/B right-of way. An extension of the
Williston Alternative Transportation Path (WATP) would extend from Allen Brook Lane to the
Circ A/B corridor. A primitive trail would be established east of the Circ A/B corridor between
Mountain View Road and Redmond Creek.

4.3 VT 2A Alternatives

4.3.1 Alternative 2 — Four-Lane VT 2A with Signalized Intersection Improvements
-89 to US 2

Effect on Visual Resources

Alternative 2 would not substantially change visual conditions or quality in this segment. VT 2A
is currently four-lanes with additional turning lanes at intersections in this area, therefore the
proposed widening under Alternative 2 would be less noticeable in comparison to other areas of
the VT 2A corridor.
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Limited long distance views of the Green Mountains, Burlington and Adirondack Mountains
would not be changed by the Alternative 2.

Effect on Viewers

Viewer groups such as local residents, shoppers and business employees would not be
adversely affected by the visual changes under Alternative 2 in this segment, because the scale
and extent of the changes are minor. The proposed improvements would be compatible with
the high density commercial and residential development anticipated in this area under the No
Build Alternative.

US 2 to O'Brien Court

Effect on Visual Resources

Widening VT 2A from two-lanes to four-lanes in this segment would substantially change the
visual conditions north of Taft Corners. Setbacks for businesses in this area would be reduced
and some existing street trees removed.

Effect on Viewers

Employees and customers at the businesses in this segment would not be expected to be highly
sensitive to the changes that would occur under the Alternative 2. Local residents would be
more sensitive to the change in visual character and would be exposed to the change during
trips on VT 2A and intersecting roadways. The scale and extent of the changes in visual
conditions would be compatible with the pattern of commercial development along this segment
(e.g. parking lots in front of businesses, Taft Corners Shopping Plaza). Therefore, Alternative 2
would not have an adverse effect in this segment.

O’'Brien Court to Morgan Parkway

Effect on Visual Resources

Widening VT 2A in this segment would reduce setbacks and remove street trees for the
approximately 42 residential structures fronting VT 2A in this area.

Figures 4-1a and 4-1b compare the existing Mountain View Road/Industrial Avenue intersection
to the widened intersection under Alternative 2.

Although not a prominent aspect of the viewshed in this segment due to its small size,
Alternative 2 would have an adverse effect on the historic roadside marker, requiring its
relocation. More prominently, the removal of the mature Maple trees in front of the Starr
Apartments would constitute an adverse effect on the setting and character of this historic
resource.

The Alternative 2 would involve a new wider bridge at the VT 2A crossing of Allen Brook, slightly
reducing the amount of forest cover along the Allen Brook riparian corridor.

Effect on Viewers

Occupants of the residential structures that front VT 2A in this segment would be highly
sensitive to visual changes that would reduce setbacks and remove existing trees. Residents of
residential subdivisions with views of VT 2A would also be affected, but to a lesser degree
because VT 2A would not be a prominent foreground element for these residents. The widened
roadway profile under Alternative 2 would be incompatible with the suburban residential

4-2 Visual Resources Technical Report



Circ-Williston Transportation Project DEIS FHWA-VT-EIS-07-02-D

character of this area, and would constitute an adverse effect. Mitigation could be achieved
through design changes that narrow the width of VT 2A in this segment.

Morgan Parkway to Winooski River

Effect on Visual Resources
Widening VT 2A from two to four-lanes under Alternative 2 would reduce setbacks and remove
some street trees for the businesses along VT 2A north of Morgan Parkway.

Alternative 2 would require right-of-way acquisition on the edge of Overlook Park, which
provides scenic views of the Winooski River. Views of the Winooski River and gorge would be
affected by the installation of a separate pedestrian crossing structure west of the existing VT
2A bridge. The structure would be 10 feet wide and have a span of 330 feet.

Effect on Viewers

Employees and customers at the businesses in this segment would not be expected to be highly
sensitive to the changes that would occur under Alternatives 2. Recreational users of Overlook
Park would be more sensitive to the appearance of the widened roadway, however the effect of
the park itself would be minimal. The pedestrian crossing structure would add to the built
intrusion on views of the Winooski River gorge for park users and travelers, however it would be
compatible with the landscape context, which includes utility uses (electrical transfer station),
and the existing VT 2A bridge. Therefore, Alternative 2 would not have an adverse effect in this
segment.

Winooski River to Iroquois Avenue

Effect on Visual Resources

Alternative 2 would reduce setbacks and remove mature street trees for the approximately 34
residential structures that front VT 2A along this segment. Alternative 2 would have an adverse
effect on the Anna Early House, eliminating the front yard and placing the sidewalk within one-
foot of the structure.

Effect on Viewers

Occupants of the residential structures that front VT 2A in this segment would be highly
sensitive to visual changes that would reduce setbacks and remove existing trees. Local
residents of adjacent areas of Essex Junction would also be affected, but to a lesser degree or
less frequently (e.g. during trips on VT 2A). The widened roadway profile, combined with effects
on the Anna Early House would be incompatible with the village character of the Park Street
corridor, and would constitute an adverse effect. Mitigation could be achieved through design
changes that narrow the width of VT 2A in this segment.

Iroqguois Avenue to Five Corners

Effect on Visual Resources

Widening VT 2A from two to four-lanes under Alternative 2 would reduce setbacks and remove
street trees for the commercial structures along this segment approaching the Five Corners
intersection.

Figures 4-2a and 4-2b compare the existing Five Corners intersection, to the signalized
intersection improvements under Alternative 2. Alternative 2 would reduce setbacks and
remove street trees at the properties that border the Five Corners intersection. Alternative 2
would have an adverse effect on the historic Lincoln Inn, removing the existing street trees and
removing a portion of the enclosed porch entry.
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Effect on Viewers

Although there are not a large number of residences that would experience changed visual
conditions in this segment, changes would be experienced by travelers through the Five
Corners intersection® and pedestrians utilizing the numerous community facilities located in the
Essex Junction village center (including Veteran's Memorial Park). Pedestrian users in
particular would be sensitive to changed views, due to their wider field of vision and slower
speed.

The scale and extent of the intersection improvements at Five Corners under Alternative 2
would be incompatible with the village center character and inconsistent with the Essex Junction
Redevelopment Plan. This adverse effect could be mitigated for by design changes that
minimize roadway widening at Five Corners, and landscaping and benches on the remainder of
parcels that would be full acquisitions. Under Alternative 2, the remainder of the parcel that is
currently occupied by a gas station could be redeveloped as a small park or donated to the
Village of Essex Junction for that purpose.

4.3.2 Alternative 3 — Four-Lane VT 2A with Roundabouts
-89 to US 2

Effect on Visual Resources

Alternative 3 would not substantially change visual conditions or quality in this segment. VT 2A
is currently four-lanes with additional turning lanes at intersections in this area, therefore the
proposed widening under Alternative 3 would be less noticeable in comparison to other areas of
the VT 2A corridor.

Under Alternative 3, roundabouts would provide a striking and distinctive visual pattern, in terms
of their circular shape and lines and the contrast between the landscaped roundabout center
and the surrounding roadway. However, a roundabout at US 2 would have an adverse visual
effect on the integrity of setting, feeling and association of the circa 1845 Blair House because
the multi-use path would abut the house.

Limited long distance views of the Green Mountains, Burlington and Adirondack Mountains
would not be changed by Alternative 3.

Effect on Viewers

Viewer groups such as local residents, shoppers and business employees would not be
adversely affected by the visual changes under Alternative 3 in this segment, because the scale
and extent of the changes are minor. The proposed improvements would be compatible with
the high density commercial and residential development anticipated in this area under the no
Build Alternative.

US 2 to O'Brien Court

Effect on Visual Resources

Widening VT 2A from two-lanes to four-lanes in this segment would substantially change the
visual conditions north of Taft Corners. Setbacks for businesses in this area would be reduced
and some existing street trees removed.

! For example, Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT), 2004—VT 2A from South Street/River Street to
Five Corners= 16,400; VT 15 from School Street to Five Corners= 12,700; VT 117 from Five Corners to
Rail Road Street= 8,700
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Under Alternative 3, the roundabout at Paul Street/Zephyr Road would provide a striking and
distinctive visual pattern, in terms of its circular shape and lines and the contrast between the
landscaped roundabout center and the surrounding roadway.

Effect on Viewers

Employees and customers at the businesses in this segment would not be expected to be highly
sensitive to the changes that would occur under Alternative 3. Local residents would be more
sensitive to the change in visual character and would be exposed to the change during trips on
VT 2A and intersecting roadways. Although one historic structure (Blair House) would be
adversely affected under Alternative 3, the scale and extent of the changes in visual conditions
would be compatible with the pattern of commercial development along this segment (e.g.
parking lots in front of businesses, Taft Corners Shopping Plaza). Therefore, Alternative 3
would not have an adverse effect in this segment.

O’'Brien Court to Morgan Parkway

Effect on Visual Resources
Widening VT 2A in this segment would reduce setbacks and remove street trees for the
approximately 42 residential structures fronting VT 2A in this area.

Under Alternative 3, the Mountain View Road/Industrial Avenue roundabout would provide a
striking and distinctive visual pattern, in terms of its circular shape and lines and the contrast
between the landscaped roundabout center and the surrounding roadway. However, the
roundabout would also bring the roadway closer to the structures surrounding the intersection
compared to signalized intersection improvements. Figure 4-1a and 4-1c compare the existing
Mountain View Road/Industrial Avenue intersection to the roundabout under Alternative 3.

Although not a prominent aspect of the viewshed in this segment due to its small size,
Alternative 3 would have an adverse effect on the historic roadside marker, requiring its
relocation. More prominently, the removal of the mature Maple trees in front of the Starr
Apartments would constitute an adverse effect on the setting and character of this historic
resource.

The Alternative 3 would involve a new wider bridge at the VT 2A crossing of Allen Brook, slightly
reducing the amount of forest cover along the Allen Brook riparian corridor.

Effect on Viewers

Occupants of the residential structures that front VT 2A in this segment would be highly
sensitive to visual changes that would reduce setbacks and remove existing trees. Residents of
residential subdivisions with views of VT 2A would also be affected, but to a lesser degree
because VT 2A would not be a prominent foreground element for these residents. The widened
roadway profile under Alternative 3 would be incompatible with the suburban residential
character of this area, and would constitute an adverse effect. Mitigation could be achieved
through design changes that narrow the width of VT 2A in this segment.

Morgan Parkway to Winooski River

Effect on Visual Resources
Widening VT 2A from two to four-lanes under Alternative 3 would reduce setbacks and remove
some street trees for the businesses along VT 2A north of Morgan Parkway.

Alternative 3 would require right-of-way acquisition on the edge of Overlook Park, which
provides scenic views of the Winooski River. Views of the Winooski River and gorge would be
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affected by the installation of a separate pedestrian crossing structure west of the existing VT
2A bridge. The structure would be 10 feet wide and have a span of 330 feet.

Effect on Viewers

Employees and customers at the businesses in this segment would not be expected to be highly
sensitive to the changes that would occur under Alternative 3. Recreational users of Overlook
Park would be more sensitive to the appearance of the widened roadway, however the effect on
the park itself would be minimal. The pedestrian crossing structure would add to the built
intrusion on views of the Winooski River gorge for park users and travelers, however it would be
compatible with the landscape context, which includes utility uses (electrical transfer station),
and the existing VT 2A bridge. Therefore, Alternative 3 would not have an adverse effect in this
segment.

Winooski River to Iroquois Avenue

Effect on Visual Resources
Alternative 3 would reduce setbacks and remove mature street trees for the approximately 34
residential structures that front VT 2A along this segment.

Alternative 3 would involve a roundabout at South Street/River Street. The roundabout would
provide a striking and distinctive visual pattern, in terms of its circular shape and lines and the
contrast between the landscaped roundabout center and the surrounding roadway. However,
the roundabout would require the removal of two historic structures (76 Park Street and the
Tarbox House). The removal of 76 Park Street is also considered an adverse effect on the Park
Street Historic District. Alternative 3 would also have an adverse effect on the historic structure
at 67 Park Street, diminishing its integrity of setting, feeling and association by relocating the
sidewalk to abut the structure.

Alternative 3 would have an adverse effect on the Anna Early House, eliminating the front yard
and placing the sidewalk within one-foot of the structure.

Effect on Viewers

Occupants of the residential structures that front VT 2A in this segment would be highly
sensitive to visual changes that would reduce setbacks and remove existing trees. Local
residents of adjacent areas of Essex Junction would also be affected, but to a lesser degree or
less frequently (e.g. during trips on VT 2A). The widened roadway profile, combined with effects
on historic structures under Alternative 3 would be incompatible with the village character of the
Park Street corridor, and would constitute an adverse effect. Mitigation could be achieved
through design changes that narrow the width of VT 2A in this segment, and/or replace the
roundabout planned for Alternative 3 with a signalized intersection at South Street/River Street.

Iroqguois Avenue to Five Corners

Effect on Visual Resources

Widening VT 2A from two to four-lanes under Alternative 3 would reduce setbacks and remove
street trees for the commercial structures along this segment approaching the Five Corners
intersection.

Figures 4-2a and 4-2c compare the existing Five Corners intersection, to the roundabout under
Alternatives 3. The Alternative 3 would reduce setbacks and remove street trees at the
properties that border the Five Corners intersection. The Alternative 3 would have an adverse
effect on the historic Lincoln Inn, removing the existing street trees and removing a portion of
the enclosed porch entry.
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Under Alternative 3, the roundabout at Five Corners would provide a striking and distinctive
visual pattern, in terms of its circular shape and lines and the contrast between the landscaped
roundabout center and the surrounding roadway. However, the roundabout would impact
Veteran’s Memorial Park, requiring the relocation of the Korean and Vietham War Memorials
and changes to the layout of the path through the park.

Effect on Viewers

Although there are not a large number of residences that would experience changed visual
conditions in this segment, changes would be experienced by travelers through the Five
Corners intersection? and pedestrians utilizing the numerous community facilities located in the
Essex Junction village center (including Veteran's Memorial Park). Pedestrian users in
particular would be sensitive to changed views, due to their wider field of vision and slower
speed.

The scale and extent of the intersection or roundabout improvements at Five Corners under
Alternative 3 would be incompatible with the village center character and inconsistent with the
Essex Junction Redevelopment Plan. This adverse effect could be mitigated for by design
changes that minimize roadway widening at Five Corners, restoration/expansion of Veteran’'s
Memorial Park, and landscaping and benches on the remainder of parcels that would be full
acquisitions.

4.3.3 Alternative 22 - Tapered Widening on VT 2A with Signalized and
Roundabout Intersections

-89 to US 2

Effect on Visual Resources

The Alternative 22 would not substantially change visual conditions or quality in this segment.
VT 2A is currently four-lanes with additional turning lanes at intersections in this area, therefore
the proposed widening under Alternative 22 would be less noticeable in comparison to other
areas of the VT 2A corridor. The landscaped median proposed under Alternative 22 would
create a wider roadway profile than a four-lane roadway without a median, but would also
provide a visual benefit by increasing green space within this commercial center.

Under Alternative 22, roundabouts would provide a striking and distinctive visual pattern, in
terms of their circular shape and lines and the contrast between the landscaped roundabout
center and the surrounding roadway. However, a roundabout at US 2 would have an adverse
visual effect on the integrity of setting, feeling and association of the circa 1845 Blair House
because the multi-use path would abut the house.

Limited long distance views of the Green Mountains, Burlington and Adirondack Mountains
would not be changed by Alternative 22.

Effect on Viewers

Viewer groups such as local residents, shoppers and business employees would not be
adversely affected by the visual changes under Alternative 22 in this segment, because the
scale and extent of the changes are minor. The proposed improvements would be compatible

% For example, Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT), 2004—VT 2A from South Street/River Street to
Five Corners= 16,400; VT 15 from School Street to Five Corners= 12,700; VT 117 from Five Corners to
Rail Road Street= 8,700
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with the high density commercial and residential development anticipated in this area under the
No Build Alternative.

US 2 to O'Brien Court

Effect on Visual Resources

Widening VT 2A from two-lanes to four-lanes in this segment would substantially change the
visual conditions north of Taft Corners. Setbacks for businesses in this area would be reduced
and some existing street trees removed.

The landscaped median proposed under Alternative 22 would create a wider roadway profile
than a four-lane roadway without a median, but would also provide a visual benefit by increasing
green space.

Effect on Viewers

Employees and customers at the businesses in this segment would not be expected to be highly
sensitive to the changes that would occur under Alternative 22. Local residents would be more
sensitive to the change in visual character and would be exposed to the change during trips on
VT 2A and intersecting roadways. Although one historic structure (Blair House) would be
adversely affected under Alternative 22, the scale and extent of the changes in visual conditions
would be compatible with the pattern of commercial development along this segment (e.qg.
parking lots in front of businesses, Taft Corners Shopping Plaza). Therefore, the Alternative 22
would not have an adverse effect in this segment.

O’'Brien Court to Morgan Parkway

Effect on Visual Resources

Widening VT 2A in this segment would reduce setbacks and remove street trees for the
approximately 42 residential structures fronting VT 2A in this area. Alternative 22 would involve
two travel lanes and a two-way left turn lane between O'Brien Court and Hideaway Lane, two
travel lanes with a landscaped median between Hideaway Lane and Meadowrun Road, and two
travel lanes and a two-way left turn lane between Meadowrun Road and James Brown Drive.

Under Alternative 22, the Mountain View Road/Industrial Avenue roundabout would provide a
striking and distinctive visual pattern, in terms of its circular shape and lines and the contrast
between the landscaped roundabout center and the surrounding roadway. However, the
roundabout would also bring the roadway closer to the structures surrounding the intersection
compared to signalized intersection improvements.

Although not a prominent aspect of the viewshed in this segment due to its small size,
Alternative 22 would have an adverse effect on the historic roadside marker, requiring its
relocation. More prominently, the removal of the mature Maple trees in front of the Starr
Apartments would constitute an adverse effect on the setting and character of this historic
resource.

The Alternative 22 would involve a new wider bridge at the VT 2A crossing of Allen Brook,
slightly reducing the amount of forest cover along the Allen Brook riparian corridor.

Effect on Viewers

Occupants of the residential structures that front VT 2A in this segment would be highly
sensitive to visual changes that would reduce setbacks and remove existing trees. Residents of
residential subdivisions with views of VT 2A would also be affected, but to a lesser degree
because VT 2A would not be a prominent foreground element for these residents. The widened
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roadway profile under the Alternative 22 would be incompatible with the suburban residential
character of this area, and would constitute an adverse effect. Mitigation could be achieved
through design changes that narrow the width of VT 2A in this segment.

Morgan Parkway to Winooski River

Alternative 22 would have no effect on this segment.

Winooski River to Iroquois Avenue

Alternative 22 would have no effect in this segment.

Iroguois Avenue to Five Corners

Effect on Visual Resources

Figures 4-2a and 4-2c compare the existing Five Corners intersection, to the roundabout under
Alternative 22. The Alternative 22 would reduce setbacks and remove street trees at the
properties that border the Five Corners intersection. The Alternative 22 would have an adverse
effect on the historic Lincoln Inn, removing the existing street trees and removing a portion of
the enclosed porch entry.

Under Alternative 22, the roundabout at Five Corners would provide a striking and distinctive
visual pattern, in terms of its circular shape and lines and the contrast between the landscaped
roundabout center and the surrounding roadway. However, the roundabout would impact
Veteran’s Memorial Park, requiring the relocation of the Korean and Vietham War Memorials
and changes to the layout of the path through the park.

Effect on Viewers

Although there are not a large number of residences that would experience changed visual
conditions in this segment, changes would be experienced by travelers through the Five
Corners intersection® and pedestrians utilizing the numerous community facilities located in the
Essex Junction village center (including Veteran's Memorial Park). Pedestrian users in
particular would be sensitive to changed views, due to their wider field of vision and slower
speed.

The scale and extent of the intersection or roundabout improvements at Five Corners under
Alternative 22 would be incompatible with the village center character and inconsistent with the
Essex Junction Redevelopment Plan. This adverse effect could be mitigated for by
restoration/expansion of Veteran's Memorial Park, and landscaping and benches on the
remainder of parcels that would be full acquisitions.

® For example, Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT), 2004—VT 2A from South Street/River Street to
Five Corners= 16,400; VT 15 from School Street to Five Corners= 12,700; VT 117 from Five Corners to
Rail Road Street= 8,700
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4.4 Circ A/B Alternatives

4.4.1 Alternative 16a — Circ A/B Limited Access Highway (No Connection to US 2
and Trumpet Interchange at Redmond Road) with VT 2A Spot
Improvements

-89 to US 2

Effect on Visual Resources

Alternatives 16a would require rock cuts (up to 50 feet deep) and fill on the wooded hillside
south of -89 to construct a trumpet interchange. Trees on the hill would need to be removed
within the limits of construction.

The Alternative 16a would involve a bridge structure over 1-89. Between 1-89 and US 2 the Circ
A/B roadway would be constructed with fill over old fields.

Figures 4-3a and 4-3b show the existing conditions and the Alternative 16a at US 2. Under
Alternative 16a, US 2 would be reconstructed over the Circ A/B roadway.

Effect on Viewers

Foreground views of the 1-89 interchange would be experienced primarily by 1-89 travelers”,
who would not be highly sensitive to visual changes. The interchange would also be visible
from a distance across rolling land as a middleground or background element from some
residential areas to the north that would be more sensitive to visual changes. The interchange
would be compatible with the existing highway character of -89, but would not be compatible
with the character of the wooded hillside. Mitigation could be achieved by landscaping the
northern side of the interchange with plantings to blend with the existing forest.

At US 2, foreground views of the Circ A/B roadway would be primarily limited to travelers on US
2. The view from the US 2 overpass would be relatively brief.

US 2 to Mountain View Road

Effect on Visual Resources

Beyond US 2, the Circ A/B roadway would pass over open land near the Allen Brook School
and the South Ridge, Coyote Run and Brennan Woods subdivisions. Views from Allen Brook
School, South Ridge and Brennan Woods would be partially screened by vegetation and/or
berms. Views of the roadway from the Coyote Run subdivision would not be screened.
Alternative 16a would also be adjacent to the Catamount Golf Course.

Effect on Viewers

Local residents of the subdivisions in this segment would be sensitive to visual changes in
foreground views that would occur under Alternative 16a. The scale and extent of Alternative
16a would be incompatible with the suburban residential areas in this segment, constituting an
adverse effect. Mitigation could be achieved through strategic plantings to screen residential
areas from the roadway, particularly at the Coyote Run subdivision. Landscaping could also be
used to create/enhance a vegetative buffer between the Circ A/B roadway and the recreational
fields at the Allen Brook School, as well as the approaches of the WATP.

* AADT 2004—From Exit 11 to Exit 12= 28,600.
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Mountain View Road to Sandpit

Effect on Visual Resources

Figures 4-4a, 4-4b and 4-4c show the existing Mountain View Road/Redmond Road area and
the proposed interchange under Alternative 16a. Alternative 16a would involve a trumpet
interchange with Redmond Road, a bridge over Mountain View Road, a bridge over the
interchange ramps and relatively extensive forest clearing north of Mountain View Road.

Approaching the area currently occupied by the sandpit, the Circ A/B roadway would be
adjacent to the planned Chittenden County Solid Waste District Regional Landfill. A planned
primitive trail would flank the east side of the Circ A/B corridor between Mountain View Road
and Redmond Creek.

Effect on Viewers

The potential effect of the changes in this segment on viewers is limited by vegetation and hills,
which will screen many views of the roadway, especially for travelers on Mountain View Road.
Local residents of nearby subdivisions (such as along Ledgewood Drive) may have
middleground views of the roadway and/or interchanges, but these views would also be
screened by vegetation. Alternative 16a would not be compatible with the forested character of
the land north of Mountain View Road, impacting the cohesiveness of the scene through the
numerous ramps required for the trumpet interchange. Mitigation for Alternative 16a could
involve interchange design variations, preservation of existing trees whenever possible during
construction to screen views from the west, and careful attention to grading and landscaping to
blend the interchange ramps with the existing forest. Landscaping could also be used screen
views of the roadway from the proposed primitive trail.

Sandpit to VT 289

Effect on Visual Resources

Alternative 16a would pass over the forested riparian corridor along Redmond Creek, and
between the Chittenden Solid Waste District Transfer Station and the retired Williston landfill.
The Winooski River bridge would begin just before the railroad tracks, spanning over the river
and VT 117. Figures 4-5a and 4-5b shows the existing conditions and the proposed bridge that
would be constructed as part of Alternative 16a. The bridge would contrast with the highly
scenic natural environment looking across the Winooski River.

Effect on Viewers

The foreground views of the Winooski River bridge would be experienced primarily by travelers
on VT 117°, who would not be highly sensitive to visual resource changes. Due to the curve of
the VT 117 roadway, views of the bridge would not be long lasting. The bridge would frame, but
would not block views of Camel's Hump from VT 117. The bridge would be incompatible with
the character of the existing landscape, but the impact is lessened by the location of the bridge
on a curve and because travelers would be the primary viewer group affected. Mitigation could
be achieved though the selection of compatible colors and bridge materials to minimize the
contrast of the bridge with the Winooski River.

® AADT, 2004—Between the VT 289 ramps= 8,900
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4.4.2 Alternative 16b — Circ A/B Limited Access Highway (Partial Cloverleaf at US
2 and Trumpet Interchange at Redmond Road) with VT 2A Spot
Improvements

-89 to US 2

Effect on Visual Resources

Alternative 16b would require rock cuts (up to 50 feet deep) and fill on the wooded hillside south
of 1-89 to construct a trumpet interchange. Trees on the hill would need to be removed within
the limits of construction.

The Alternative 16b would involve a bridge structure over 1-89. Between 1-89 and US 2 the Circ
A/B roadway would be constructed with fill over old fields.

Figures 4-3a and 4-3c show the existing conditions and Alternative 16b at US 2. Under
Alternative 16b, a partial cloverleaf interchange would be constructed at US 2.

Effect on Viewers

Foreground views of the 1-89 interchange would be experienced primarily by 1-89 travelers®,
who would not be highly sensitive to visual changes. The interchange would also be visible
from a distance across rolling land as a middleground or background element from some
residential areas to the north that would be more sensitive to visual changes. The interchange
would be compatible with the existing highway character of -89, but would not be compatible
with the character of the wooded hillside. Mitigation could be achieved by landscaping the
northern side of the interchange with plantings to blend with the existing forest.

At US 2, foreground views of the Circ A/B roadway would be primarily limited to travelers on US
2. The view from the US 2 overpass would be relatively brief. Alternative 16b would disrupt the
continuity of the forested Allen Brook riparian corridor (a total of four crossings of Allen Brook for
roadway and ramps). Alternative 16b would constitute an adverse effect on this visual resource.
Mitigation could be achieved by not constructing an interchange at US 2.

US 2 to Mountain View Road

Effect on Visual Resources

Beyond US 2, the Circ A/B roadway would pass over open land near the Allen Brook School
and the South Ridge, Coyote Run and Brennan Woods subdivisions. Views from Allen Brook
School, South Ridge and Brennan Woods would be partially screened by vegetation and/or
berms. Views of the roadway from the Coyote Run subdivision would not be screened.
Alternative 16b would also be adjacent to the Catamount Golf Course.

Effect on Viewers

Local residents of the subdivisions in this segment would be sensitive to visual changes in
foreground views that would occur under Alternative 16b. The scale and extent of Alternative
16b would be incompatible with the suburban residential areas in this segment, constituting an
adverse effect. Mitigation could be achieved through strategic plantings to screen residential
areas from the roadway, particularly at the Coyote Run subdivision. Landscaping could also be
used to create/enhance a vegetative buffer between the Circ A/B roadway and the recreational
fields at the Allen Brook School, as well as the approaches of the WATP.

® AADT 2004—From Exit 11 to Exit 12= 28,600.
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Mountain View Road to Sandpit

Effect on Visual Resources

Figure 4-4a, 4-4b and 4-4c show the existing Mountain View Road/Redmond Road area and the
proposed interchange under Alternative 16b. Alternative 16b would involve a trumpet
interchange with Redmond Road that require a bridge over Mountain View Road, a bridge over
the interchange ramps and relatively extensive forest clearing north of Mountain View Road.

Approaching the area currently occupied by the sandpit, the Circ A/B roadway would be
adjacent to the planned Chittenden County Solid Waste District Regional Landfill. A planned
primitive trail would flank the east side of the Circ A/B corridor between Mountain View Road
and Redmond Creek.

Effect on Viewers

The potential effect of the changes in this segment on viewers is limited by vegetation and hills,
which will screen many views of the roadway, especially for travelers on Mountain View Road.
Local residents of nearby subdivisions (such as along Ledgewood Drive) may have
middleground views of the roadway and/or interchanges, but these views would also be
screened by vegetation. Alternative 16b would not be compatible with the forested character of
the land north of Mountain View Road, impacting the cohesiveness of the scene through the
numerous ramps required for the trumpet interchange. Mitigation for Alternative 16b could
involve interchange design variations, preservation of existing trees whenever possible to
screen views from the west, and careful attention to grading and landscaping to blend the
interchange ramps with the existing forest. Landscaping could also be used screen views of the
roadway from the proposed primitive trail.

Sandpit to VT 289

Effect on Visual Resources

Alternative 16b would pass over the forested riparian corridor along Redmond Creek, and
between the Chittenden Solid Waste District Transfer Station and the retired Williston landfill.
The Winooski River bridge would begin just before the railroad tracks, spanning over the river
and VT 117. Figures 4-5a and 4-5b show the existing conditions and the proposed bridge that
would be constructed as part of Alternative 16b. The bridge would contrast with the highly
scenic natural environment looking across the Winooski River.

Effect on Viewers

The foreground views of the Winooski River bridge would be experienced primarily by travelers
on VT 1177, who would not be highly sensitive to visual resource changes. Due to the curve of
the VT 117 roadway, views of the bridge would not be long lasting. The bridge would frame, but
would not block views of Camel's Hump from VT 117. The bridge would be incompatible with
the character of the existing landscape, but the impact is lessened by the location of the bridge
on a curve and because travelers would be the primary viewer group affected. Mitigation could
be achieved though the selection of compatible colors and bridge materials to minimize the
contrast of the bridge with the Winooski River.

" AADT, 2004—Between the VT 289 ramps= 8,900
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4.4.3 Alternative 16¢c — Circ A/B Limited Access Highway (No Connection to US 2
and Diamond Interchange at Mountain View Road) with VT 2A Spot
Improvements

-89 to US 2

Effect on Visual Resources

Alternative 16c would require rock cuts (up to 50 feet deep) and fill on the wooded hillside south
of 1-89 to construct a trumpet interchange. Trees on the hill would need to be removed within
the limits of construction.

The Alternative 16c would include a bridge structure over 1-89. Between 1-89 and US 2 the Circ
A/B roadway would be constructed with fill over old fields.

Figures 4-3a and 4-3b show the existing conditions and Alternative 16c at US 2. Under
Alternative 16¢, US 2 would be reconstructed over the Circ A/B roadway.

Effect on Viewers

Foreground views of the 1-89 interchange would be experienced primarily by 1-89 travelers?,
who would not be highly sensitive to visual changes. The interchange would also be visible
from a distance across rolling land as a middleground or background element from some
residential areas to the north that would be more sensitive to visual changes. The interchange
would be compatible with the existing highway character of -89, but would not be compatible
with the character of the wooded hillside. Mitigation could be achieved by landscaping the
northern side of the interchange with plantings to blend with the existing forest.

At US 2, foreground views of the Circ A/B roadway would be primarily limited to travelers on US
2. The view from the US 2 overpass would be relatively brief.

US 2 to Mountain View Road

Effect on Visual Resources

Beyond US 2, the Circ A/B roadway would pass over open land near the Allen Brook School
and the South Ridge, Coyote Run and Brennan Woods subdivisions. Views from Allen Brook
School, South Ridge and Brennan Woods would be partially screened by vegetation and/or
berms. Views of the roadway from the Coyote Run subdivision would not be screened.
Alternative 16¢ would require a partial property acquisition from the Catamount Golf Course that
would require the relocation of one golf hole.

Effect on Viewers

Local residents of the subdivisions in this segment would be sensitive to visual changes in
foreground views that would occur under Alternative 16c. The scale and extent of Alternative
16¢ would be incompatible with the suburban residential areas in this segment, constituting an
adverse effect. Mitigation could be achieved through strategic plantings to screen residential
areas from the roadway, particularly at the Coyote Run subdivision. Landscaping could also be
used to create/enhance a vegetative buffer between the Circ A/B roadway and the recreational
fields at the Allen Brook School, as well as the approaches of the WATP.

8 AADT 2004—From Exit 11 to Exit 12= 28,600.
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Mountain View Road to Sandpit

Effect on Visual Resources

Figures 4-4a, 4-4b and 4-4d show the existing Mountain View Road/Redmond Road area and
the proposed interchange under Alternative 16c. Alternative 16¢ would involve a diamond
interchange at Mountain View Road, a bridge over Mountain View Road.

Approaching the area currently occupied by the sandpit, the Circ A/B roadway would be
adjacent to the planned Chittenden County Solid Waste District Regional Landfill. A planned
primitive trail would flank the east side of the Circ A/B corridor between Mountain View Road
and Redmond Creek.

Effect on Viewers

The potential effect of the changes in this segment on viewers is limited by vegetation and hills,
which will screen many views of the roadway, especially for travelers on Mountain View Road.
Local residents of nearby subdivisions (such as along Ledgewood Drive) may have
middleground views of the roadway and/or interchanges, but these views would also be
screened by vegetation. Alternatives 16¢c would reduce the contrast with into the existing
landscape in the forested area north of Mountain View Road compared to trumpet interchange
at Redmond Road (Alternatives 16a, 16b), and would not have an adverse effect. Landscaping
could be used screen views of the roadway from the proposed primitive trail.

Sandpit to VT 289

Effect on Visual Resources

The Alternative 16c would pass over the forested riparian corridor along Redmond Creek, and
between the Chittenden Solid Waste District Transfer Station and the retired Williston landfill.
The Winooski River bridge would begin just before the railroad tracks, spanning over the river
and VT 117. Figures 4-5a and 4-5b show the existing conditions and the proposed bridge that
would be constructed as part of Alternative 16c. The bridge would contrast with the highly
scenic natural environment looking across the Winooski River.

Effect on Viewers

The foreground views of the Winooski River bridge would be experienced primarily by travelers
on VT 117°, who would not be highly sensitive to visual resource changes. Due to the curve of
the VT 117 roadway, views of the bridge would not be long lasting. The bridge would frame, but
would not block views of Camel's Hump from VT 117. The bridge would be incompatible with
the character of the existing landscape, but the impact is lessened by the location of the bridge
on a curve and because travelers would be the primary viewer group affected. Mitigation could
be achieved though the selection of compatible colors and bridge materials to minimize the
contrast of the bridge with the Winooski River.

4.4.4 Alternative 17 — Circ A/B Boulevard with VT 2A Spot Improvements
-89 to US 2

Effect on Visual Resources

Alternative 17 would require rock cuts (up to 20 feet deep) and fill on the wooded hillside south
of 1-89 to construct a diamond interchange with roundabouts. Trees on the hill would need to be
removed within the limits of construction.

°® AADT, 2004—Between the VT 289 ramps= 8,900

4-15 Visual Resources Technical Report



Circ-Williston Transportation Project DEIS FHWA-VT-EIS-07-02-D

The Alternative 17 would include a bridge structure over 1-89. Between [-89 and US 2 the Circ
A/B boulevard would be constructed with fill over old fields.

Figures 4-3a and 4-3d show the existing conditions and Alternative 17 at US 2. Under
Alternative 17, the Circ A/B boulevard would have a signalized intersection at US 2.

Effect on Viewers

Foreground views of the 1-89 interchange would be experienced primarily by 1-89 travelers®,
who would not be highly sensitive to visual changes. The interchange would also be visible
from a distance across rolling land as a middleground or background element from some
residential areas to the north that would be more sensitive to visual changes. The interchange
would be compatible with the existing highway character of -89, but would not be compatible
with the character of the wooded hillside. Mitigation could be achieved by landscaping the
northern side of the interchange with plantings to blend with the existing forest.

At US 2, foreground views of the Circ A/B boulevard would be primarily limited to travelers on
US 2, with the duration of views limited, except during stops at the US 2 intersection.

US 2 to Mountain View Road

Effect on Visual Resources

Beyond US 2, the Circ A/B boulevard would pass over open land near the Allen Brook School
and the South Ridge, Coyote Run and Brennan Woods subdivisions. Views from Allen Brook
School, South Ridge and Brennan Woods would be partially screened by vegetation and/or
berms. Views of the roadway from Coyote Run would not be screened. Alternative 17 would
also be adjacent to the Catamount Golf Course.

Effect on Viewers

Local residents of the subdivisions in this segment would be sensitive to visual changes in
foreground views that would occur under Alternative 17. The scale and extent of Alternative 17
would be incompatible with the suburban residential areas in this segment, constituting an
adverse effect. Mitigation could be achieved through strategic plantings to screen residential
areas from the roadway, particularly at the Coyote Run subdivision. Landscaping could also be
used to create/enhance a vegetative buffer between the Circ A/B boulevard and the recreational
fields at the Allen Brook School, as well as the approaches of the WATP.

Mountain View Road to Sandpit

Effect on Visual Resources
Figures 4-4a, 4-4b and 4-4e show the existing Mountain View Road/Redmond Road area and
the proposed intersection under the Alternative 17. Alternative 17 would have an at-grade
intersection at Mountain View Road and a relatively narrow profile through the forested area
north of Mountain View Road.

Approaching the area currently occupied by the sandpit, the Circ A/B boulevard would be
adjacent to the planned Chittenden County Solid Waste District Regional Landfill. A planned
primitive trail would flank the east side of the Circ A/B corridor between Mountain View Road
and Redmond Creek.

19 AADT 2004—From Exit 11 to Exit 12= 28,600.
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Effect on Viewers

The potential effect of the changes in this segment on viewers is limited by vegetation and hills,
which will screen many views of the roadway, especially for travelers on Mountain View Road.
Local residents of nearby subdivisions (such as along Ledgewood Drive) may have
middleground views of the roadway and/or interchanges, but these views would also be
screened by vegetation. Alternative 17 would reduce the contrast with the existing landscape in
the forested area north of Mountain View Road compared to trumpet interchange at Redmond
Road (Alternatives 16a, 16b), and would not have an adverse effect. Landscaping could be
used screen views of the roadway from the proposed primitive trail.

Sandpit to VT 289

Effect on Visual Resources

Alternative 17 would pass over the forested riparian corridor along Redmond Creek, and
between the Chittenden Solid Waste District Transfer Station and the retired Williston landfill.
The Winooski River bridge would begin just before the railroad tracks, spanning over the river
and VT 117. Figures 4-5a and 4-5b show the existing conditions and the proposed bridge that
would be constructed as part of Alternative 17. The bridge would contrast with the highly scenic
natural environment looking across the Winooski River.

Effect on Viewers

The foreground views of the Winooski River bridge would be experienced primarily by travelers
on VT 117, who would not be highly sensitive to visual resource changes. Due to the curve of
the VT 117 roadway, views of the bridge would not be long lasting. The bridge would frame, but
would not block views of Camel's Hump from VT 117. The bridge would be incompatible with
the character of the existing landscape, but the impact is lessened by the location of the bridge
on a curve and because travelers would be the primary viewer group affected. Mitigation could
be achieved though the selection of compatible colors and bridge materials to minimize the
contrast of the bridge with the Winooski River.

4.5 Hybrid Alternatives

45.1 Alternative 18 - Four-Lane VT 2A with Signalized Intersection
Improvements plus Circ Street

In the VT 2A corridor, the Alternative 18 would have impacts identical to Alternative 2 (Section
4.2.1).

In the Circ A/B corridor, the impact of the Circ Street would be similar to Alternative 17 between
I-89 and US 2 (Section 4.4.4). Between US 2 and Mountain View Road, the Circ Street would
be two-lanes, lessening the effect on the residential subdivisions adjacent to the right-of-way in
this area. Local residents of the subdivisions in this segment would be sensitive to visual
changes in foreground views that would occur under Alternative 18. However, the scale and
extent of a two-lane roadway would be compatible with the suburban residential character of
this area. Mitigation could include landscaping to screen residential areas, recreation fields at
the Allen Brook School and the WATP from the roadway. The Circ Street would terminate at
Mountain View Road. Figure 4-3e shows the Circ Street at US 2.

' AADT, 2004—Between the VT 289 ramps= 8,900
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4.5.2 Alternative 19 — Four-Lane VT 2A with Roundabouts plus Circ Street

In the VT 2A corridor, the Alternative 19 would have impacts identical to Alternative 3 (Section
4.2.1).

In the Circ A/B corridor, the impact of the Circ Street would be similar to Alternative 17 between
I-89 and US 2 (Section 4.4.4). Between US 2 and Mountain View Road, the Circ Street would
be two-lanes, lessening the effect on the residential subdivisions adjacent to the right-of-way in
this area. Local residents of the subdivisions in this segment would be sensitive to visual
changes in foreground views that would occur under Alternative 19. However, the scale and
extent of a two-lane roadway would be compatible with the suburban residential character of
this area. Mitigation could include landscaping to screen residential areas, recreation fields at
the Allen Brook School and the WATP from the roadway. The Circ Street would terminate at
Mountain View Road. Figure 4-3e shows the Circ Street at US 2.

4.5.3 Alternative 23 — Tapered Widening on VT 2A with Signalized and
Roundabout Intersections plus Circ Street

In the VT 2A corridor, the Alternative 23 would have impacts identical to Alternative 23 (Section
4.2.1).

In the Circ A/B corridor, the impact of the Circ Street would be similar to Alternative 17 between
-89 and US 2 (Section 4.4.4). Between US 2 and Mountain View Road, the Circ Street would
be two-lanes, lessening the effect on the residential subdivisions adjacent to the right-of-way in
this area. Local residents of the subdivisions in this segment would be sensitive to visual
changes in foreground views that would occur under Alternative 23. However, the scale and
extent of a two-lane roadway would be compatible with the suburban residential character of
this area. Mitigation could include landscaping to screen residential areas, recreation fields at
the Allen Brook School and the WATP from the roadway. The Circ Street would terminate at
Mountain View Road. Figure 4-3e shows the Circ Street at US 2.

4.6 Summary of Impacts and Mitigation

46.1 VT 2A Alternatives

Alternative 2 — Four-Lane VT 2A with Signalized Intersection Improvements
Alternative 2 would be incompatible with the suburban residential character of VT 2A between
O’Brien Court and Morgan Parkway, resulting in an adverse visual effect. Mitigation could be
achieved through design changes that narrow the width of VT 2A in this segment.

Between the Winooski River and Iroquois Avenue, the widened roadway profile and impact on a
historic structure would be incompatible with the village character of the Park Street Corridor,
and would constitute an adverse effect. Mitigation could be achieved through design changes
that narrow the width of VT 2A in this segment.

From Iroquois Avenue to Five Corners, the scale and extent of the intersection widening at Five
Corners would be incompatible with the village center character and inconsistent with the Essex
Junction Redevelopment Plan. Mitigation could be achieved through design changes that
minimize widening at Five Corners, and landscaping and benches on the remainder of full
acquisition parcels at Five Corners. The remainder of a parcel currently occupied by a gas
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station could be redeveloped as a small park, or donated to the Village of Essex Junction for
that purpose.

Alternative 3 — Four-Lane VT 2A with Roundabouts

Alternative 3 would be incompatible with the suburban residential character of VT 2A between
O’Brien Court and Morgan Parkway, resulting in an adverse visual effect. Mitigation could be
achieved through design changes that narrow the width of VT 2A in this segment.

Between the Winooski River and Iroquois Avenue, the widened roadway profile, roundabout at
South Street/River Street and impacts to historic structures would be incompatible with the
village character of the Park Street Corridor, and would constitute an adverse effect. Mitigation
could be achieved through design changes that narrow the width of VT 2A in this segment, and/
or replace the roundabout at South Street/River Street with a signalized intersection.

From Iroquois Avenue to Five Corners, the roundabout at Five Corners would impact Veteran’s
Memorial Park, requiring the relocation of the Korean and Vietham War Memorials and changes
to the layout of the path through the park. The scale and extent of the roundabout at Five
Corners would be incompatible with the village center character and inconsistent with the Essex
Junction Redevelopment Plan. Mitigation could be achieved through design changes that
minimize widening at Five Corners, restoration/expansion of Veteran's Memorial Park, and
landscaping and benches on the remainder of parcels that would be full acquisitions.

Alternative 22 — Tapered Widening on VT 2A with Signalized and Roundabout
Intersections

Alternative 22 would be incompatible with the suburban residential character of VT 2A between

O’Brien Court and Morgan Parkway, resulting in an adverse visual effect. Mitigation could be
achieved through design changes that narrow the width of VT 2A in this segment.

From Iroquois Avenue to Five Corners, the roundabout at Five Corners would impact Veteran's
Memorial Park, requiring the relocation of the Korean and Vietham War Memorials and changes
to the layout of the path through the park. The scale and extent of the roundabout at Five
Corners would be incompatible with the village center character and inconsistent with the Essex
Junction Redevelopment Plan. Mitigation could be achieved through design changes that
minimize widening at Five Corners, restoration/expansion of Veteran’'s Memorial Park, and
landscaping and benches on the remainder of parcels that would be full acquisitions.

4.6.2 Circ A/B Alternatives

Alternative 16a — Circ A/B Limited Access Highway (No Connection to US 2 and Trumpet
Interchange at Redmond Road) with VT 2A Spot Improvements

The interchange at 1-89 would not be compatible with the wooded hillside south of [-89.
Mitigation could be achieved through landscaping the northern side of the interchange with
plantings to blend with the existing forest.

Between US 2 and Mountain View Road, the scale and extent of the Circ A/B roadway would be
incompatible with the suburban residential areas in this segment, constituting an adverse effect.
Mitigation could be achieved through strategic plantings to screen residential areas from the
roadway, particularly at the Coyote Run Subdivision. Landscaping could also be used to
create/enhance a vegetative buffer between the Circ A/B roadway and the recreational fields at
the Allen Brook School, as well as the approaches of the WATP.
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Alternative 16a would not be compatible with the forested character of the land north of
Mountain View Road, impacting the scene through the numerous ramps required for the trumpet
interchange. Mitigation could involve preservation of existing trees whenever possible to screen
views from the west, and careful attention to grading and landscaping to blend the interchange
ramps with the existing forest. Landscaping could be used to screen views of the roadway from
the proposed primitive trail.

The bridge over the Winooski River to VT 289 would be incompatible with the highly scenic
character of the landscape, but the effect is lessened by the location of the bridge on a curve
and because travelers on VT 117 would be the primary viewer group affected. Mitigation could
be achieved through the selection of compatible colors and bridge materials to minimize the
contrast of the bridge with the Winooski River.

Alternative 16b — Circ A/B Limited Access Highway (Partial Cloverleaf Interchange at US
2 and Trumpet Interchange at Redmond Road) with VT 2A Spot Improvements

The interchange at 1-89 would not be compatible with the wooded hillside south of 1-89.
Mitigation could be achieved through landscaping the northern side of the interchange with
plantings to blend with the existing forest.

Between US 2 and Mountain View Road, the scale and extent of the Circ A/B roadway would be
incompatible with the suburban residential areas in this segment, constituting an adverse effect.
Mitigation could be achieved through strategic plantings to screen residential areas from the
roadway, particularly at the Coyote Run Subdivision. Landscaping could also be used to
create/enhance a vegetative buffer between the Circ A/B roadway and the recreational fields at
the Allen Brook School, as well as the approaches of the WATP. The interchange at US 2
under Alternative 16b would disrupt the continuity of he Allen Brook riparian corridor, with a total
of four crossings of Allen Brook for the roadway and ramps. Mitigation could be achieved by not
constructing an interchange at US 2.

Alternative 16b would not be compatible with the forested character of the land north of
Mountain View Road, impacting the scene through the numerous ramps required for the trumpet
interchange. Mitigation could involve preservation of existing trees whenever possible to screen
views from the west, and careful attention to grading and landscaping to blend the interchange
ramps with the existing forest. Landscaping could be used to screen views of the roadway from
the proposed primitive trail.

The bridge over the Winooski River to VT 289 would be incompatible with the highly scenic
character of the landscape, but the effect is lessened by the location of the bridge on a curve
and because travelers on VT 117 would be the primary viewer group affected. Mitigation could
be achieved through the selection of compatible colors and bridge materials to minimize the
contrast of the bridge with the Winooski River.

Alternative 16¢c — Circ A/B Limited Access Highway (No Connection to US 2 and Diamond
Interchange at Mountain View Road) with VT 2A Spot Improvements

The interchange at 1-89 would not be compatible with the wooded hillside south of 1-89.
Mitigation could be achieved through landscaping the northern side of the interchange with
plantings to blend with the existing forest.

Between US 2 and Mountain View Road, the scale and extent of the Circ A/B roadway would be
incompatible with the suburban residential areas in this segment, constituting an adverse effect.
Mitigation could be achieved through strategic plantings to screen residential areas from the
roadway, particularly at the Coyote Run Subdivision. Landscaping could also be used to
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create/enhance a vegetative buffer between the Circ A/B roadway and the recreational fields at
the Allen Brook School, as well as the approaches of the WATP.

Landscaping could be used to screen views of the roadway from the proposed primitive trail.

The bridge over the Winooski River to VT 289 would be incompatible with the highly scenic
character of the landscape, but the effect is lessened by the location of the bridge on a curve
and because travelers on VT 117 would be the primary viewer group affected. Mitigation could
be achieved through the selection of compatible colors and bridge materials to minimize the
contrast of the bridge with the Winooski River.

Alternative 17 — Circ A/B Boulevard with VT 2A Spot Improvements

The interchange at 1-89 would not be compatible with the wooded hillside south of 1-89.
Mitigation could be achieved through landscaping the northern side of the interchange with
plantings to blend with the existing forest.

Between US 2 and Mountain View Road, the scale and extent of the Circ A/B roadway would be
incompatible with the suburban residential areas in this segment, constituting an adverse effect.
Mitigation could be achieved through strategic plantings to screen residential areas from the
roadway, particularly at the Coyote Run Subdivision. Landscaping could also be used to
create/enhance a vegetative buffer between the Circ A/B roadway and the recreational fields at
the Allen Brook School, as well as the approaches of the WATP.

Landscaping could be used to screen views of the roadway from the proposed primitive trail.

The bridge over the Winooski River to VT 289 would be incompatible with the highly scenic
character of the landscape, but the effect is lessened by the location of the bridge on a curve
and because travelers on VT 117 would be the primary viewer group affected. Mitigation could
be achieved through the selection of compatible colors and bridge materials to minimize the
contrast of the bridge with the Winooski River.

4.6.3 Hybrid Alternatives (VT 2A Improvements plus Circ Street)

Alternative 18 — Four-Lane VT 2A with Signalized Intersection Improvements Plus Circ
Street

In the VT 2A corridor, Alternative 18 would have the same impacts as Alternative 2. In the Circ
A/B corridor, the Circ Street would have the same impacts as Alternative 17 at 1-89 due to the
construction of an interchange.

Alternative 19 — Four-Lane VT 2A with Roundabouts Plus Circ Street

In the VT 2A corridor, Alternative 19 would have the same impacts as Alternative 2. In the Circ
A/B corridor, the Circ Street would have the same impacts as Alternative 17 at 1-89 due to the
construction of an interchange.

Alternative 23 — Tapered Widening on VT 2A with Signalized and Roundabout
Intersections Plus Circ Street

In the VT 2A corridor, Alternative 23 would have the same impacts as Alternative 2. In the Circ
A/B corridor, the Circ Street would have the same impacts as Alternative 17 at 1-89 due to the
construction of an interchange.
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