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CHAPTER 3 – EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 
3.1 Overview of Project Study Area 
 
Using data covering a broader area, the study area for the assessment of hazardous materials 
focused on the area within 400 feet on either side of the centerlines of the VT 2A corridor and 
the proposed Circ A/B corridor.  In compliance with FHWA guidelines, the 400-foot buffer was 
selected to encompass potential right-of-way (ROW) properties which could be contaminated 
with hazardous substances and adjacent properties from this contamination could migrate.  The 
broader study area used for the review of regulatory records was selected according to search 
radii established by the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM), as follows:  
 

 National Priorities List (NPL) -1.0 mile 
 Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Information 

System (CERCLIS) - 0.5 mile 
 Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Treatment, Storage and/or Disposal 

Facilities (TSDF) -1.0 mile 
 Emergency Response Notification System (ERNS) - proposed project limits (existing and 

proposed ROW)  
 Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) generators - proposed project limits 

(existing and proposed ROW) and adjoining properties 
 Leaking petroleum storage tanks - 0.5 mile  
 Municipal solid waste landfills - 0.5 mile  
 Registered petroleum storage tanks - proposed project limits (existing and proposed 

ROW) and adjoining properties.  
 
Each of the two corridors has been further divided into four segments to facilitate identification 
of features within the study area.  Each of the project alternatives comprises some combination 
of these corridor segments.  The VT 2A corridor segments are as follows, from south to north: 
Interstate Route I-89 (I-89) to Paul Street/Zephyr Road; Paul Street/Zephyr Road to Industrial 
Avenue/Mountain View Road; Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road to Overlook Park; and 
Overlook Park to Five Corners in Essex Junction. The Circ A/B corridor consists of the following 
segments from south to north: I-89 to Multi-Use Path (Williston Alternative Transportation Path-
WATP); Multi-Use Path (WATP) to Velco Power Line Easement; Velco Power Line Easement to 
Quarry; and Quarry to VT 117.  
 
The existing hazardous materials conditions of each corridor is described in this chapter, 
starting with VT 2A and followed by Circ A/B.  The existing conditions are described by segment 
(south to north in the order described above) by data source in the following order:  historical 
land use (atlases, maps, photography); regulatory records review; U.S. Census data; field data; 
and interviews. 
 
3.2 VT 2A Corridor 
 
3.2.1 Historical Land Use 
 
VT 2A Segment 1:  I-89 to Paul Street/Zephyr Road  
 
Historical Atlases 
Maps from 1857 (Walling, 1857) indicate an unnamed road along the alignment of what is now 
VT 2A.  Although Walling (1857) and Beers (1869) do not identify by name the roads depicted 
on their maps, many of the roads follow routes in use today.  Where the alignment of these 
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roads is identical, or nearly so, to roads in use today, current nomenclature is used for 
identification in this report.  Walling (1857) indicates two residences along VT 2A, located south 
of what is now I-89 Exit 12, and within approximately 2,000 feet of the interchange. Two 
residences are located north of the interchange.  Additionally, two residences are indicated at 
the intersection VT 2A and US 2.  A few other residences are identified on this map located at 
the northern portion of this segment. 
 
Maps from 1869 (Beers, 1869) indicate a similar pattern of development (sparse residential 
development) and a school on US 2 approximately 1,700 feet west of VT 2A. 
 
United States Geological Survey (USGS) Mapping 
USGS (1906/1943) identifies an equal number of structures in the same locations as depicted in 
Beers (1869).  USGS (1948) depicts a greater quantity of structures. The increased 
development occurred at the intersection of VT 2A and US 2.  USGS (1948/1972) shows I-89 
and indicates development of a scale larger than that typically associated with residential 
development located between I-89 and US 2.  USGS (1987) depicts a structure where the State 
Police Barracks is presently located and a few large-scale developments near the intersection of 
VT 2A and US 2. 
 
Sanborn Mapping 
Sanborn maps do not provide coverage of this segment of the corridor. 
 
Historical Aerial Photography 
Aerial photography from 1937 depicts land use along the VT 2A corridor, between what is now I-
89 and the Winooski River, as predominantly agriculture. Several structures, apparently 
residences and agriculture-related buildings, occupy land at the intersection of VT 2A and US 2. 
No significant changes in land use are apparent on the 1942 photograph. The 1962 photograph 
depicts I-89 under construction, and development density has increased near the intersection of 
VT 2A and US 2. However, the other portions of this corridor segment remain sparsely 
developed. 
 
By 1974, I-89 is finished and in use. Between 1962 and 1974, development along this corridor 
segment has increased significantly.  Facilities, larger than is usual with residences, are in place 
northeast of the intersection of I-89 and VT 2A, at the site currently occupied by a gasoline filling 
station.  Large facilities occupy land approximately 1,500 feet south of US 2 on both sides of VT 
2A, in the area currently between Conner Way and Maple Tree Place.  Smaller facilities have 
appeared at the intersection of VT 2A and US 2.  
 
By 1980, development at the northwest corner of VT 2A and US 2, at the site of the current 
Mobil Short Stop, is underway. Other than this and several smaller structures, no significant 
change is apparent along this corridor segment between 1974 and 1980. The 1984 photograph 
depicts little additional development along this segment. 
 
By 1993, development of parcels south of I-89 and east of VT 2A has occurred.  Marshall 
Avenue is now in place and development of large facilities has occurred along the new avenue. 
Development is extending out from the intersection of VT 2A and US 2.  
 
By 2004, current development patterns have been established. Large-scale development 
occupies land on either side of VT 2A between I-89 and Paul Street/Zephyr Road.  
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VT 2A Segment 2:  Paul Street/Zephyr Road to Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road  
 
Historical Mapping 
The pattern of development that occurs in this segment of the corridor is similar to that 
described for the previous segment. The map from 1857 (Walling, 1857) indicates several 
residences on VT 2A near Allen Brook and near Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road. The 
changes in development between 1857 and 1869, as indicated in Beers (1869), include greater 
residential density.  
 
USGS Mapping 
USGS (1906/1943) depicts three structures and Morse Cemetery along VT 2A in this segment 
of the corridor. USGS (1948) depicts a greater number of structures than shown in USGS 
(1906/1943), concentrated near the cemetery, Allen Brook, the intersection of Industrial Avenue 
and at the top of the hill near Bittersweet Circle.  USGS (1948/1972) depicts no significant 
changes from the previous map.  USGS (1987) depicts residential development consistent with 
current patterns west of VT 2A and south of Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road.  Some 
small-scale development east of VT 2A in this area is also identified. 
 
Sanborn Mapping 
Sanborn maps do not provide coverage of this segment of the corridor. 
 
Historical Aerial Photography 
Aerial photography from 1937 depicts land use along this segment of the VT 2A corridor as 
predominantly agricultural. What are apparently farm-related structures occupy land adjacent to 
Allen Brook and land at the intersection of Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road. No 
significant changes in land use are apparent on the 1942 photograph. The 1962 photograph 
depicts a large facility at the southern edge of this corridor segment on the east side of VT 2A, 
likely the shopping center at the intersection of VT 2A and Zephyr Road. Otherwise, no 
significant additional development is indicated.  
 
Between 1962 and 1974, development along this segment has increased significantly. 
Residential development, consistent with current patterns, has been established west of VT 2A 
while land east of VT 2A remains undeveloped or is used for agriculture. Industrial development, 
comprising the area around Avenue A, Avenue B and Avenue C, is in place west of VT 2A.  
 
No significant changes in development are apparent between 1974 and 1980. By 1984, 
increased residential density is noted west of VT 2A between Allen Brook and Industrial 
Avenue/Mountain View Road, with limited development south of Allen Brook. By 1993, 
residential development patterns currently in place have been established around the 
intersection of VT 2A and Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road.  Between 1993 and 2004, 
new residential neighborhoods have been established east of VT 2A between Allen Brook and 
Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road, and large retail facilities east of VT 2A and south of 
Allen Brook are being developed. 
 
VT 2A Segment 3:  Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road to Overlook Park  
 
Historical Atlases 
From Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road north to Overlook Park, Walling (1857) depicts 
three isolated residences.  Beers (1869) depicts the same residences plus two others.  
 
USGS Mapping 
USGS (1906) and USGS (1906/1943) show structures located at the same place as illustrated 
on Beers (1869).  USGS (1948) shows that new structures have been established at the 
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intersection of Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road and VT 2A on both sides of the corridor, 
and new structures between that intersection and River Cove Road.  A cluster of small 
structures occupies land east of VT 2A and south of the Winooski River. No significant changes 
are identified on USGS (1948/1972).  USGS (1987) depicts housing development consistent 
with current patterns west of VT 2A between Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road and River 
Cove Road, and east of VT 2A opposite River Cove Road.  
 
Sanborn Mapping 
Sanborn mapping is not available for this segment of the VT 2A corridor.  
 
Historical Aerial Photography 
Aerial photography from 1937 depicts land use along this segment of the VT 2A corridor as 
predominantly agricultural. A few structures are identified along the corridor between Industrial 
Avenue/Mountain View Road and River Cove Road, and a structure is noted east of VT 2A 
south of the Winooski River. Generally, this segment is the last segment along the VT 2A 
corridor to experience development, and land use is agriculture or undeveloped until sometime 
after 1962 and before 1974.   
 
By 1974, two large facilities have been developed south of the Winooski River and east of VT 
2A, one of which is likely associated with the Green Mountain Power generating facility.  Also by 
1974, a large facility is in place on the Essex Junction Agway site west of VT 2A.  Residential 
development occupies land at Morgan Parkway, east of VT 2A.  By 1987, additional housing 
developments have been established north and south of the Morgan Parkway development.  No 
significant changes to land use are apparent along this corridor segment in the 1993 and 2004 
photographs. 
 
VT 2A Segment 4:  Overlook Park to Five Corners  
 
Historical Atlases 
Two residences are identified directly north of the Winooski River west of VT 2A.  A paper mill is 
located on the river approximately 350 feet east of the corridor.  North from the river, residences 
are located along the north side of South Street at the intersection with VT 2A, and along VT 2A 
north of the intersection (Walling, 1857). The Vermont Central Rail Road crosses VT 2A 
approximately 1,000 feet north of South Street, and another spur crosses VT 2A several 
hundred feet north of that.  Several structures are identified within the two rail crossings, 
including the Station Essex Junction, and two structures identified as “R.R. Co.”  Approximately 
20 structures are identified at Five Corners in the Village of Essex Junction, identified as 
Painesville on Walling (1857).  Beers identifies freight loading facilities along the west side of VT 
2A between the two rail spurs.  In addition to numerous residences and other structures, Beers 
(1869) identifies a manufacturer and dealer of tin approximately 1,000 feet northeast of the Five 
Corners intersection. 
 
USGS Mapping 
USGS (1906) and USGS (1906/1943) depict a cluster of development north of the Winooski 
River along VT 2A.  Other development is indicated along VT 2A between Cascade Street and 
the southernmost railroad line crossing VT 2A.  At Five Corners, dense development is 
indicated along all the streets comprising the Five Corners intersection.  USGS (1948) depicts 
increased development near South Street and new development within the triangle described by 
the three railroad tracks. No significant change is indicated on USGS (1948/1972). USGS 
(1987) indicates new housing developments west of VT 2A between the river and South Street 
and east of VT 2A north of that intersection.  Development is indicated at the current IBM facility 
located north and south of the river and east of the corridor.  New large-scale development is 
indicated within the railroad triangle and directly south and east of the triangle.  
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Sanborn Mapping 
Available Sanborn maps offer sporadic coverage between Winooski River and South Street. 
Sanborn (1884) indicates a grist mill and a paper mill on the north shore of the river 
approximately 900 and 1,100 feet east of VT 2A, respectively.  Sanborn (1884) shows a bleach 
room at the paper mill. The paper mill is absent on the 1910 Sanborn map.  By 1922 (Sanborn, 
1922), Burlington Light & Power Company had constructed a facility on the north shore of the 
Winooski River approximately 150 feet west of VT 2A.  
 
Sanborn (1904) depicts medium density development around Five Corners. The map identifies 
several structures as hardware stores dealing paint and plumbing supplies.  A tin shop is 
located adjacent to the Five Corners intersection between Main and Lincoln Streets.  A furniture 
store is located on the same block slightly north of the tin shop.  Sanborn (1920) identifies a coal 
shed located approximately 800 feet south of the Five Corners intersection off Park Street (VT 
2A).  
 
By 1922 (Sanborn, 1922), the first automobile garages have been established. Two of these 
garages are along Pearl Street, approximately 550 feet and 1,200 feet west of the Five Corners 
intersection.  Another garage is located along Central Street east of Lincoln Street 
approximately 850 feet north of the Five Corners intersection.  A printing shop and a hardware 
store are located adjacent to each other at the southwest corner of Main Street and Railroad 
Avenue, and a furniture store is located on Railroad Avenue between Main Street and Lincoln 
Place, approximately 450 feet north of the Five Corners intersection.  Also identified on Sanborn 
mapping (1922) is a canning factory located at the northwest corner of Elm and Jackson 
Streets, approximately 700 feet southeast of the Five Corners intersection.  Sanborn indicates 
the use of coal fuel at the factory.  
 
By 1928 (Sanborn, 1928) more automobile garages have been established.  One is located east 
of Park Street (VT 2A) approximately 350 feet south of the Five Corners intersection and 
another is located southwest of the intersection of School Street and Pearl Street, approximately 
600 feet from Five Corners.  The first gasoline station identified by Sanborn appears on the 
1928 map.  The station is located on the north side of Pearl Street between Lincoln Street and 
School Street. 
 
Sanborn (1944) identifies a gasoline station located adjacent to the Five Corners intersection 
between Maple and Main Streets, and a garage at the southeast corner of Lincoln Place and 
Railroad Avenue, approximately 500 feet north of the Five Corners intersection.  No significant 
changes are indicated on the 1962 Sanborn maps. 
 
Historical Aerial Photography  
Aerial photography from 1937 depicts residential development adjacent to the VT 2A corridor 
between the Winooski River and around the Five Corners intersection, and larger structures 
southeast of VT 2A, between the highway and the Winooski River.  A facility is in place at the 
Green Mountain Power site on the north shore of the river west of VT 2A, the railroad tracks are 
in their current position, and structures are within the triangle bounded by the tracks.  In the 
vicinity of Five Corners, development is well established by 1937. Some increase in 
development density, and the expansion out from Five Corners, are apparent in each 
successive photograph.  
 
3.2.2 Regulatory Records Review 
 
Federal and Vermont state records were reviewed to identify former and current land uses that 
could result in contamination of soil and/or groundwater within the VT 2A corridor.  Federal and 
Vermont records data were separated by corridor segment. The records are summarized in the 
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tables in this section, and numerical superscripts in the Status column correspond to notes 
immediately following the tables.  EPA-registered RCRA Small Quantity Generators (SQG) with 
no violations are listed in separate tables.  
 
The following acronyms are used in the tables: 
 
 EPA # – Identification number assigned to RCRA SQG sites by the U.S. EPA. 
 NPL – EPA’s National Priority List (Superfund sites). 
 UST # – Identification number assigned to registered Underground Storage Tanks (UST) by 

DEC. 
 SHWS # – Identification number assigned to state hazardous waste sites by DEC. 
 Spills – Incidents involving less than two gallons of hazardous materials that do not 

represent a potential or actual threat to human health or the environment. The number in the 
Agency ID column of the table is assigned by EDR, Inc.  (At the discretion of DEC, incidents 
involving release of two gallons or more that are contained and pose no threat to human 
health or the environment, can remain classified as spills. If containment and innocuousness 
cannot be demonstrated, these incidents are considered State Hazardous Waste Sites.) 

 SMAC – Sufficient Management Activity Complete (SMAC) is documentation issued by DEC 
stating that a SHWS no longer poses unacceptable risk to human health or the environment. 

 
Numbers in the Map ID column correspond to the numbers on Figures 3-1 through 3-4 and 
indicate the ground location of the site.  Records in the tables with nothing in the Map ID column 
are too distant from the corridor to be included on the figures.  Figures 3-1 through 3-4 
represent the four segments along VT 2A, as follows: 
 
 Figure 3-1: VT 2A Segment 1 – I-89 Exit 12 to Paul Street/Zephyr Road 
 Figure 3-2: VT 2A Segment 2 – Paul Street/Zephyr Road to Industrial Avenue/Mountain 

View Road 
 Figure 3-3: VT 2A Segment 3 – Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road to Overlook Park 
 Figure 3-4: VT 2A Segment 4 – Overlook Park to VT 117 
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VT 2A Segment 1:  I-89 to Paul Street/Zephyr Road (Figure 3-1) 
 

Table 3-1 
Federal and Vermont Environmental Records 

VT 2A Segment 1:  I-89 to Paul Street/Zephyr Road 
Map 
ID 

AGENCY ID Database Status Address Distance 
From 
Corridor 

Potential 
Contaminant 

Owner 

 EPA # VTD098352545 
 

EPA-NPL Active1 15 
Commerce 
St., 
Williston 

± 2,500 
Feet 
West 
(down 
gradient) 

TCE, PCE, DCE, 
VOC, and Metals 
(See Below) 

Mitec 

[1] UST # 106 UST No 
Violations2 

2939 St. 
George 
Road, 
Williston 

Adjacent Petroleum Clark’s Williston 
Exit Sunoco 

[2] UST # 511 UST Closed3 VT 2A & I-
89 

Adjacent Petroleum Williston State 
Police Barracks 

[3] SHWS # 961972 
EPA # VTR000012443 
UST # 232 

SHWS 
RCRA-
SQG 
Spills 
UST 

Active4 2200 
Essex 
Road, 
Williston 

Adjacent Hazardous 
Waste 
Petroleum 

Taft Corners 
Short Stop Mobil 
 

[3] S105501183 Spills Closed5 
5/22/2002 

2200 
Essex 
Road, 
Williston 

Adjacent Gasoline - 2 
Gallons 

Taft Corners 
Mobil 

[4] SHWS # 770089 SHWS Active6 Taft 
Corners 

Adjacent Chlorinated 
Solvent 
(primarily PCE); 
Petroleum 

Judge 
Development 

 EPA # VTD988366977 
 

RCRA-
SQG 
FINDS 

Violations 
Exist7 

Adams 
Industrial 
Park, 921 
Marshall 
Ave.,  
Williston 

± 500 
Feet 
West  
(down 
gradient) 

Hazardous 
Waste 

Federal Express 
Corp. 

[5] UST # 8783391 
DEC Unique ID 11872 

UST 
RCRA 

No 
Violations 

2466 St. 
George 
Road, 
Williston 

Adjacent Petroleum Imported Car 
Center, Inc. 

Notes for Table 3-1: 
1) Various manufacturing and electroplating operations have occurred on the property since 1960. The two primary sources 

of contamination on the property are an unlined lagoon and a leach field, which were both created to dispose of liquid 
waste. Plating rinsewater and sludge wastes containing heavy metals and solvents were disposed of into the unlined 
lagoon and the leach field intermittently through 1984. In 1984, monitoring wells detected chromium in groundwater 
downgradient of the lagoon. In July 1985, sampling showed six residential private drinking water wells downgradient of the 
lagoon and leach field to be contaminated with trichloroethylene (TCE) up to 190 parts per billion (ppb) and 
tetrachloroethylene (PCE) up to 12 ppb – concentrations above federal Maximum Contaminant Levels. In addition, indoor 
air samples collected in residences downgradient from the property showed VOCs at levels posing unacceptable risk to 
humans. Numerous groundwater, surface water, sediment, residential indoor air, and soil sampling events occurred 
between 1984 and 2002. In 1987 and 1988, concentrations of TCE and PCE were detected in groundwater up to 3,300 
ppb and 660 ppb, respectively. In 1996, soil samples collected by VANR indicated TCE concentrations up to 1,790 ppb 
directly downgradient of the leach field. Additional studies detected dichloroethylene (DCE) up to 180 ppb, chromium at 
3.4 ppb, TCE at 170 ppb, and vinyl chloride at 11 ppb in wetlands and the nearby unnamed stream, which flows into 
Muddy Brook and ultimately the Winooski River. In 1999, groundwater samples taken by VANR found TCE in 
groundwater at levels as high as 90,000 ppb downgradient of the former Mitec facility. In 2002, EPA detected elevated 
levels of 11 VOCs and 13 total metals in monitoring wells located throughout the industrial park and surrounding 
residential area. The site is approximately 2,500 feet west of VT 2A, and situated at a lower elevation.  

2) Eight petroleum tanks, in good condition, removed between 1989 and 1994. Three 10,000-gallon protected petroleum 
tanks installed in 1994. 

3) Four petroleum tanks, one in good condition, one in fair condition and two in LUST condition, removed between 1989 and 
1992. One 10,000-gallon protected petroleum tank installed in 1992. During tank removal contaminated soil was 
identified. Soil was removed to an out-of-state location.  According to DEC any contamination is below action thresholds.  
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4) Three UST were removed from the site on April 1, 2, and 3, 1996. During removal, excavated soils exhibited 
photoionization detector (PID) readings above DEC action levels and free phase petroleum product observed at water 
table approximately 10 feet below the surface. Approximately 350 cubic yards of contaminated soil were removed from 
the site in April 1996. As part of a subsurface investigation designed to determine the extent of contamination, 
groundwater samples were collected on June 11, 1996. PID measurements recorded from four monitoring wells indicated 
petroleum contamination ranging between less than 0.5 parts per million (ppm) to 160 ppm. According to DEC (phone 
conversation, Michael Smith, 3/20/06), remediation of petroleum contaminations is currently ongoing at the site. At the 
time of the hazardous materials screening field work (3/16/06), concrete was being removed from over one UST at this 
site. 

5) Two gallons of gasoline were spilled May 21, 2002. Voluntary clean up completed and case closed May 22, 2002. 
6) This site is contaminated with a small chlorinated solvent plume (primarily PCE from a dry cleaner) and petroleum. As of 

May 2002, DEC reported that concentrations of PCE in groundwater were decreasing and no remediation was needed. 
Additionally, a UST on the site leaked significant quantities of petroleum resulting in significant contamination of soil and 
groundwater. A remedial program designed to remove the bulk of the free product operated in the mid- to late 1990’s and 
apparently removed most of the product from the center of the property. This remediation system has been dismantled but 
levels of free product remain on site. In 2001, free product was discovered in the VT 2A right-of-way. According to DEC 
(phone conversation, Michael Smith, 3/20/06), groundwater monitoring is ongoing at the site. 

7) Two violations were issued at this site on May 17, 1995, one involving hazardous waste determinations and one involving 
generation-manifest requirements. In both instances enforcement action was conveyed by informal written notice.  
Compliance of enforcement action was achieved on October 17, 1995. 

 
 

Table 3-2 
RCRA-Small Quantity Generators (With No Violations) 

VT 2A Segment 1: I-89 to Paul Street/Zephyr Road 
Map 
ID 

AGENCY ID Database Status Address Distance 
From 
Corridor 

Potential 
Contaminant 

Owner 

[6] EPA # VTR000004036 RCRA-
SQG; 
FINDS 

No 
Violations 

9 
Hurricane 
Lane, 
Williston 

± 1,000 
Feet East 

Hazardous 
Waste 

KBA Planetta 
N.A. 

[7] EPA # VTD988366280 RCRA-
SQG 
FINDS 

No 
Violations 

4 
Hurricane 
Lane, 
Williston 

± 1,000 
Feet East 

Hazardous 
Waste 

McAuliffe 
Business 
Interiors 

[8] EPA # VTR000003608 RCRA-
SQG 

No 
Violations 

593 St. 
George 
Road, 
Williston 

Adjacent Petroleum JW Sandri 
Clarks Williston 
Exit Sunoco 

[9] EPA#VTD9981072984 RCRA-
SQG 

No 
Violations 

Taft 
Corners 

Adjacent  Hazardous 
Waste 

Jason’s Dry 
Cleaning, Inc. 

[10] EPA#VT5000001750 RCRA-
SQG 

No 
Violations 

Taft 
Corners 

Adjacent Hazardous 
Waste 

Photogarden 

[11] EPA # VTR000505636 RCRA-
SQG 
Finds 

No 
Violations 

25 Bishop 
Avenue, 
Williston 

Adjacent Hazardous 
Waste 

Association in 
Comprehensive 
Dental Care 

 EPA # VTR000510164 RCRA-
SQG 

No 
Violations 

431 
Lawrence 
Place, 
Williston 

± ½ Mile 
East 

Hazardous 
Waste 

Champlain 
Orthodontic 
Association  

[12] EPA # VTD982762371 RCRA No 
Violations 

1 Blair 
Park Road 

± 500 
Feet 
West 

Hazardous 
Waste 

Champlain 
Valley Cleaners 
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VT 2A Segment 2:  Paul Street/Zephyr Road to Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road  
(Figure 3-2) 
 

Table 3-3 
Federal and Vermont Environmental Records 

VT 2A Segment 2:  Paul Street/Zephyr Road to Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road 
Map 
ID 

AGENCY ID Database Status Address Distance 
From 

Corridor 

Potential 
Contaminant 

Owner 

[13] S105305141 Spills No 
Violations1 

Closed 

10 
Country 
Lane, 
Williston 

Adjacent Petroleum Residence 

Note for Table 3-2: 
1)  Petroleum odor in residential basement was reported in November 1991. No sign of leak. Case closed January 7, 1992. 

 
 

Table 3-4 
RCRA- Small Quantity Generators (With No Violations) 

VT 2A Segment 2:  Paul Street/Zephyr Road to Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road 
Map 
ID 

AGENCY ID Database Status Address Distance 
From 

Corridor 

Potential 
Contaminant 

Owner 

 EPA# 
VTR000002477 

RCRA-
SQG 
FINDS 

No 
Violations 

559 
Mountain 
View 
Road, 
Williston 

± ¼ Mile 
East 

Hazardous 
Waste 

Payas General 
Repair, Inc. 

[14] EPA# 
VTR000002915 

RCRA- No 
Violations 

353 Blair 
Park 
Road 

± 500 
Feet 
West 

Hazardous 
Waste 

Fletcher, A. H. 
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VT 2A Segment 3:  Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road to Overlook Park (Figure 3-3) 
 
 

Table 3-5 
Federal and Vermont Environmental Records 

VT 2A Segment 3:  Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road to Overlook Park 
Map 
ID 

AGENCY ID Database Status Address Distance 
From 

Corridor 

Potential 
Contaminant 

Owner 

[15] UST # 2004031 UST No 
Violations 

220 
Sharon 
Drive 

Adjacent 
 

Petroleum Residence 

[16] SHWS # 20053438 SHWS Active1 1033 
Essex 
Road, 
Williston 

Adjacent Petroleum Christ 
Memorial 
Church 

[17] SHWS # 20053371 
UST # 55500734 

SHWS 
UST 

Closed2 30 Morgan 
Parkway, 
Williston 

Adjacent 
(up 
gradient) 

Petroleum Church of the 
Nazarene 
 

[18] UST # 8785133 UST No 
Violations3 

66 James 
Brown 
Drive, 
Williston 

>500 Feet 
West of 
VT 2A 

Petroleum 
Metals 

Williston Town 
Garage 

[19] UST # 387 
EPA # 
VTR000014266 

UST 
RCRA-
SQG 

No 
Violations 

500 Essex 
Road, 
Williston 

Adjacent Petroleum Williston Jiffy 
Mart 

[20] SHWS # 20002805 
EPA # 
VTR000004887 
 
UST # 118 

SHWS 
RCRA-
SQG 
 
UST 

Active4 VT 2A 
approx. 
500 feet 
N. of J. 
Brown Dr. 

Adjacent Petroleum, 
Chloromethane 
and Naphthalene 

Essex Jct. 
Agway. 

[21] UST # 1300 UST No 
Violations 

73 Essex 
Road, 
Williston 

250 Feet 
East of 
VT 2A 

Petroleum Residence 

Notes for Table 3-5: 
1) Two USTs were removed recently (phone conversation, Ashley Desmond 3/3/06). One was in poor condition with holes in 

the tank wall. During removal, contamination was found in the soil at 140 ppm, as measured by PID. DEC intends to 
require the installation of six groundwater monitoring wells to determine the extent of contamination. 

2) During removal of a UST (# 2 fuel oil), contamination was detected above DEC action levels – PID levels up to 86.1 ppm. 
No free product was detected. However, soil and groundwater contamination is suspected. A “First Letter,” received by 
DEC on 5/31/05, indicates that the owner will complete a preliminary subsurface investigation to determine the degree 
and extent of contamination. Two reports characterizing conditions at the site were submitted to DEC: a Site Investigation 
Report, submitted August 10, 2005, indicated that no fuel oil-related contamination has impacted soil and groundwater at 
the site. A Groundwater Report, submitted November, 2005, indicated that no VOCs were detected above method 
detection limits or Vermont Groundwater Enforcement Standards. According to a case manager from DEC (phone 
conversation, Linda Provencher, 4/5/06), contamination at the site is localized and does not appear to be migrating. DEC 
has closed the site. 

3) In May 1993, a subsurface investigation was conducted at the Williston Town Garage. Road salt had been stored in a 
covered garage on the site. A consultant retained by a neighboring land owner had alleged that high concentrations of salt 
in the groundwater caused the exchange of lead (adsorbed on the soil) with ions in the salt solution, resulting in 
contaminated groundwater. Analysis of soil and groundwater downgradient of the storage shed indicated that lead, 
cadmium and arsenic exist in the soil, but not in groundwater. 

4) An inactive 1,000-gallon UST and approximately 100 cubic yards of petroleum-impacted soil were removed from the site 
on July 12, 2000. During removal of the tank, screened soils had concentrations up to approximately 1,800 ppm, as 
measured by PID. The soil was transported to a location out of state. Four groundwater monitoring wells were advanced. 
Chloromethane, at levels above DEC Enforcement Standards, was detected in samples from all four wells, and 
Naphthalene, at levels above DEC Enforcement Standards, was detected in samples from one well. A Site Investigation 
Report dated February 2001 concluded that “groundwater impact from petroleum constituents associated with the former 
UST is minor and localized in the vicinity of the former UST.” Additionally, the report indicated that no sensitive receptors 
(i.e., drinking water, breathing air in buildings) were in the vicinity, and groundwater outside the vicinity of the site were not 
likely to be affected. 

 
 
 
 
 



Circ-Williston Transportation Project DEIS  FHWA-VT-EIS-07-02-D 
 

 
 3-11 Hazardous Materials Technical Report 

Table 3-6 
RCRA- Small Quantity Generators (With No Violations) 

VT 2A Segment 3:  Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road to Overlook Park 
Map 
ID 

AGENCY ID Database Status Address Distance 
From 

Corridor 

Potential 
Contaminant 

Owner 

[22] EPA # 
VTR000508085 

RCRA-
SQG 

No 
Violations 

300 Essex 
Road, 
Williston 

Adjacent  Hazardous Waste Tire Kingdom 

[23] EPA # 
VT5000001669 

RCRA 
SQG 

No 
Violations 

32 James 
Brown 
Drive, 
Williston 

975 Feet 
West of 
VT 2A 

Hazardous Waste Endyne Inc. 

 
 

VT 2A Segment 4:  Overlook Park to Five Corners (Figure 3-4) 
 

Table 3-7 
Federal and Vermont Environmental Records 

VT 2A Segment 4:  Overlook Park to Five Corners 
Map 
ID 

AGENCY ID Database Status Address Distance 
From 

Corridor 

Potential 
Contaminant 

Owner 

[24] EPA # 
060545514 
 
UST # 1228 

RCRA-
SQG 
 
UST 

No 
Violations 
Tank 
Removed 
1998 

7 River 
Street, 
Essex 
Jct. 

Adjacent Petroleum Triangle Auto Body 

[25] SHWS # 982473 
 

SHWS Active1 34-35 
Park 
Street, 
Essex 
Jct. 

Adjacent Petroleum Robinsons Inc. 

[26] SHWS # 961961 
S105574237 

SHWS 
Spills 

Active2 2 Park 
Street, 
Essex 
Jct.  

Adjacent Petroleum (former) Agway 
Energy Products: 
(now) Simon’s Store 
and Deli 

[27] SHWS # 
20012942 

SHWS SMAC3 Park 
Street 

Adjacent  Petroleum Flanders Building 
Supply 

[28] S106533444 Spills Closed4 4 Park 
Street, 
Essex 
Jct. 

± 100 Feet 
South of 
Five 
Corners 

Petroleum Lincoln Inn 

[29] EPA # 
VTR000502302 
UST # 1110860 

RCRA-
SQG 
UST 

No 
Violations 

3 Pearl 
Street, 
Essex 
Jct. 

± 150 Feet 
West of 
Five 
Corners 

Petroleum Essex Junction Fire 
Department 

[30] SHWS#951821 
UST # 9999706 

SHWS 
UST  

Closed5 
(1996) 

4 Main 
Street, 
Essex 
Jct. 

± 150 Feet 
Northeast 
of Five 
Corners 

Petroleum Howard Bank 

[31] UST # 999704 UST 
(Removed 
in 1995) 

No 
Violations 

18 main 
Street 

± 400 Feet 
Northeast 
of Five 
Corners 

Petroleum Phil’s Trading Post 

[32] UST # 2789 UST No 
Violations 

9 Lincoln 
Street, 
Essex 
Jct. 

± 400 Feet 
North of 
Five 
Corners 

Petroleum Verizon 

 
 
 



Circ-Williston Transportation Project DEIS  FHWA-VT-EIS-07-02-D 
 

 
 3-12 Hazardous Materials Technical Report 

Table 3-7 (continued) 
Federal and Vermont Environmental Records 

VT 2A Segment 4:  Overlook Park to Five Corners 
 
Map ID AGENCY ID Database Status Address Distance 

From 
Corridor 

Potential 
Contaminant 

Owner 

[33] SHWS#900573 SHWS SMAC6 
Closed 
(1994) 

1 Lincoln 
St, Essex 
Jct. 

Adjacent Petroleum Essex 
Village 
Public 
Works 

[34] SHWS#961993  
UST ID # 1097 
EPA # 
VTR000004481 

SHWS 
UST 
RCRA-
SQG 

Active7 1 Main 
Street, 
Essex Jct. 

Adjacent Petroleum Road Res-
Q 

[26] UST ID # 1905 
VTR000501387 

UST 
RCRA-
SQG 

No 
Violations 

2 Park 
Street, 
Essex Jct. 

Adjacent Petroleum Simon’s 
Five 
Corner 
Store 

[35] SHWS#992728 
UST # 2607 

SHWS 
UST 

Removed8 
(1999) 

11 Lincoln 
Street, 
Essex Jct. 

± 250 Feet 
North of 
Five 
Corners 

Petroleum Winston 
Prouty 
Federal 
Building 

[36] SHWS#982430 
VTR000003731 
 
UST#8783534 

SHWS 
RCRA-
SQG 
UST 

Active9 30 Main 
Street, 
Essex Jct. 

± 450 Feet 
East 

Petroleum Bushey’s 
Sunoco 

[37] UST # 385 UST No 
Violations 

16 Maple 
Street, 
Essex Jct. 

± 400 Feet 
East 

Petroleum JW Sandri 
of 
Vermont, 
Inc. 

Notes for Table 3-7: 
1) Three USTs were removed at this bulk petroleum storage facility in July 1998. Soil contamination was identified during 

tank removal. A Phase II Hydrogeologic Investigation was conducted and the report of the investigation was received by 
DEC on November 6, 1998. According to the Phase II Investigation, methyl-tert butyl ether (MTBE), benzene, 1,3,5-
trimethylbenzene, 1,2,4-trimethylbenzene and naphthalene were detected in groundwater monitoring wells in excess of 
DEC enforcement standards; two distinct dissolved-phase contaminant plumes were located on the site – one associated 
with the former UST systems and the second may have a source in the vicinity of several ASTs on the site.  Groundwater 
exhibits flow to the northeast, towards VT 2A. Additionally, a layer of clay located approximately eight feet below the 
surface should serve to minimize downward migration of contaminants, and no evidence suggests off-site migration of 
contaminants. The Phase II Investigation recommends continued groundwater sampling. 

2) Former Agway, Essex Jct., now Simon’s Store and Deli Mobil. According to “Report on the Site Investigation of Suspected 
Subsurface Petroleum Contamination at Former Essex Junction Agway” dated August 1997, four single-walled, steel, 
3,000- to 4,000-gallon USTs, and a 550-gallon petroleum UST were removed from the site on August 22, 1996. Petroleum 
contaminated soil was identified during UST removal, and this soil was replaced in the excavation. In July 1997, four 
monitoring well were installed and samples from these wells revealed dissolved petroleum-related compounds at elevated 
levels at the site. Groundwater flow is to the east-northeast. Recommendations included quarterly sampling and analysis 
of groundwater. According to the database report from EDR Inc., groundwater monitoring ceased several years ago, and 
a letter was sent to the owner in March 2005 indicating potential enforcement action if monitoring was not restarted. 
According to the DEC case manager for this site (phone conversation, Ashley Desmond, 3/3/06), the owner of the facility 
is cooperating with DEC and groundwater monitoring will resume. 

3) A Phase II ESA was conducted at this site in November 1997 to evaluate the presence of soil and/or groundwater 
contamination, and/or free product at the site. Soil and groundwater samples were analyzed for polynuclear aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PNAs) and VOC content. Results of the analyses indicated that three soil samples and one groundwater 
sample contained PNAs at levels exceeding DEC standards. The report indicated that the probable migration pathway of 
the contaminants is via groundwater, and based on the analytical results, impacted groundwater appears to be limited to 
the coal storage area located adjacent to the railroad tracks approximately 300 feet east of VT 2A. The report also 
compiled past reports regarding nearby sites, noting the following: three 275-gallon ASTs that have no spill containment 
or impact protection at the coal storage area; stained soil at the coal storage area; oil stained ballast along the railroad 
spur south of the coal storage area; a metal and wood debris pile, also south of the coal storage area; and a 275-gallon 
AST without spill containment at the Flanders Building Supply site. The report indicated groundwater flow to the south, 
parallel with VT 2A. The DEC website indicates that the site was issued a SMAC letter. 

4) A small quantity of fuel oil spilled in 2004. Lincoln Inn performed voluntary clean-up and the case was closed on January 
4, 2004. 

5) A site assessment report, received by DEC on June 12, 1995, stated that a 5,000-gallon, #2 fuel oil UST was closed in 
place at the site. During closure activities, volatile organic compounds in concentrations of 53 ppm, as measured by PID, 
were encountered in soils surrounding the UST. Subsequently a Phase II Environmental Site Assessment was prepared 
January 10, 1996 to characterize the extent of soil and groundwater contamination at the site. The report indicated that 
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volatile organic compound levels in soils proximate the UST ranged from 0.0 to 1.5 ppm, and that no contamination was 
identified in groundwater. DEC issued a SMAC letter on March 7, 1996, closing the case. 

6) According to a SMAC letter issued by DEC on June 7, 1994, one 1,000-gallon UST was removed from the site on August 
30, 1990. Petroleum contaminated soils were encountered during the excavation. Subsequent analysis of a groundwater 
monitoring well installed in the former UST area has shown that the concentrations of petroleum contaminants has 
decreased to levels which are below the State’s groundwater enforcement levels. There have been no sensitive receptors 
identified which have the potential to be adversely impacted by the on-site contamination. 

7) According to the “Initial Site Investigation Report, Road Res-Q,” dated October 2, 1996, this property has been used as a 
gasoline filling station since at least the late 1930s. Six petroleum USTs, ranging in volume from 550 to 4,000 gallons, 
were removed in late April and early May 1996. At this time, one of the 4,000-gallon USTs was found to have a ½-inch 
hole in the bottom. The other USTs were found to be in fair or good condition. PID measurements indicated petroleum 
contamination in surrounding soils of up to 727 ppm. Other contaminants included benzo(a)pyrene at 52.4 ppb, 
fluoranthene at 156 ppb, phenanthrene at 65.2 ppb and pyrene at 147 ppb. The lateral extent of dissolved-phase 
contamination has not been determined. Contamination appears to be migrating in the direction of groundwater flow – 
south-southeast. According to the report, subsurface contamination at the site does not appear to pose a threat to 
sensitive receptors near the site. According to the database report from EDR Inc., annual groundwater monitoring for 
petroleum is ongoing, and the next round of sampling is scheduled for Spring 2006. Additionally, utility providers with 
infrastructure in the vicinity have been informed of subsurface contamination. (SMAC Letter, March 31, 2000). 

8) Due to a miscommunication between the site owner and DEC, this site was erroneously included as a hazardous waste 
site. The Winston Prouty Federal Building is not and was not a DEC hazardous waste site. 

9) Four petroleum USTs, ranging in volume from 2,000 to 7,600 gallons, were removed from the site on June 15 and 16, 
1998. Volatile organic compounds were detected in soil samples that exceeded DEC criteria. The USTs were reported to 
be in excellent or good condition and no holes were reported to have been observed in the tanks. Based on data obtained 
during the UST closure inspection, the contamination observed was likely to be due to historical spills and overfills in the 
vicinity of the four USTs. According to “Report on the Site Investigation of Suspected Subsurface Petroleum 
Contamination at Bushey’s Sunoco” dated August 18, 1999, analyses of groundwater and soil was conducted in May 
1999. Ethylbenzene, xylenes, naphthalene, 1,2,4-trimethylbenzene and 1,3,5-trimethylbenzene were detected at levels 
above DEC action criteria. The case remains active. 

 
 

Table 3-8 
RCRA- Small Quantity Generators (With No Violations) 

VT 2A Segment 4:  Overlook Park to Five Corners 
Map 
ID 

AGENCY ID Database Status Address Distance 
From 
Corridor 

Potential 
Contaminant 

Owner 

[38] EPA # 
VTD988367660 

RCRA-
SQG 

No 
Violations 

VT 2A & 
Winooski 
River 

Adjacent Hazardous 
Waste 

Green Mountain 
Power Corp. 

[39] EPA # 
VTD000638452 

RCRA-
SQG 

No 
Violations 

Lincoln 
St. & 
Lincoln 
Pl. 

± 300 Feet 
North of 
Five 
Corners 

Hazardous 
Waste 

Verizon 

[40] EPA # 
VTR000003467 

RCRA-CG No 
Violations 

11 
Maple 
Street, 
Essex 
Jct. 

± 350 Feet 
East of 
Five 
Corners 

Hazardous 
Waste 

Rainbow Services 

 
3.2.3 U.S. Census Data 
 
Data from the 2000 U.S. Census was consulted for information on home heating fuel used in the 
Census block groups surrounding the VT 2A corridor. Two block groups cover the area along 
the VT 2A corridor between I-89 and the Winooski River: Census Tract 31, Block Group 2 
encompasses the area west of VT 2A; and Census Tract 31, Block Group 1 encompasses the 
area east of VT 2A.  Six block groups cover the area around the Five Corners intersection south 
to the Winooski River: Census Tract 26.01, Block Groups 2, 3, 4, and 6, and Census Tract 
26.02, Block Groups 1 and 5. Because of this coverage, the corridor segments used elsewhere 
in this narrative (e.g., I-89 to Paul Street/Zephyr Road) are not be used to discuss Census data. 
Instead, the VT 2A corridor is divided into that portion north of the Winooski River and that 
portion south of the river. 
 
 



Circ-Williston Transportation Project DEIS  FHWA-VT-EIS-07-02-D 
 

 
 3-14 Hazardous Materials Technical Report 

VT 2A South of Winooski River  
Census Tract 31, Block Group 2 is bounded on the east by the center line of VT 2A, I-89 to the 
south, the Winooski River to the north and Muddy Brook on the west. Residential development 
proximate to VT 2A in this block group occurs north of US 2. Other residential land use within 
the block group occurs along North Brownell Road, also north of US 2. In 2000, there were 562 
housing units within the block group. Of these, 425 (approximately 76 percent) reported using 
fuel oil for household heating.  
 
Census Tract 31, Block Group 1 is bounded on the west by the center line of VT 2A, I-89 to the 
south, and the Winooski River to the north and east. Residential development is scattered 
throughout the block group, roughly divided between those along VT 2A and those located 
between US 2 and Mountain View Road extending east of the VT 2A corridor. In 2000, there 
were 1,718 housing units within the block group. Of these, 575 (approximately 33 percent) 
reported using fuel oil for household heating.  
 
VT 2A North of Winooski River 
Census Tract 26.01, Block Group 3 is bounded on the south and west by the Winooski River, on 
the east by VT 2A, and on the north by West Street/South Street. Most of the residential 
development in this block group is situated within 2,000 feet of VT 2A and approximately 25 
residences are located within 400 feet of VT 2A. In 2000, 561 residences were estimated to 
exist in the block group. Of these 185 (approximately 33 percent) used fuel oil for household 
heating. 
 
Census Tract 26.01, Block Group 4 is bounded to the south and west by West Street/South 
Street, to the north by VT 117, and to the east by VT 2A. Most of the residential development in 
the block group is in the central portion of the group, more than ¼ mile west of VT 2A. However, 
approximately 25 homes within this block group are located within 400 feet of the VT 2A 
corridor. According to the 2000 Census, 486 residences lie within the block group, and of these, 
123 (approximately 25 percent) used fuel oil for household heating. 
 
Census Tract 26.01, Block Group 6 is bounded to the south by VT 117, to the north and west by 
VT 2A (Lincoln Street), and to the west by an irregular line located approximately one mile 
northwest of the Five Corners intersection.  Few residences are located within 400 feet of the 
VT 2A corridor. 
 
Census Tract 26.01, Block Group 2 is bounded on the southwest by VT 2A (Lincoln Street), on 
the north by an irregular line approximately one mile north of the Five Corners intersection, and 
on the southeast by VT 15 (Main Street). Most of the residential development in this block group 
is near the Five Corners intersection and along VT 15, although few residences are located 
within 400 feet of the intersection.  
 
Census Tract 26.02, Block Group 1 is bounded on the northwest by VT 15, on the west by an 
irregular line approximately one mile east of the Five Corners intersection, and on the south by 
VT 117. Residential development in this block group is dispersed throughout the group, but is 
generally denser approaching the Five Corners intersection. Residences in the western portion 
of the block group lie within 400 feet of the Five Corners intersection.  In 2000, 1,278 residences 
were reported in the block group. Of these, 276 (approximately 22 percent) used fuel oil for 
household heating. 
 
Census Tract 26.02, Block Group 5 is bounded on the north by VT 117, on the south and east 
by the Winooski River, and on the west by VT 2A. Residential development in this block group 
occurs along VT 117 east of the Five Corners intersection and along VT 2A north of the river. 
Approximately 30 of those residences located along VT 2A lie within 400 feet of the roadway. 
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According to the 2000 Census, there are 249 residences in this block group. Of these, 99 
(approximately 40 percent) used fuel oil for household heating. 
 
3.2.4 Field Data  
 
The VT 2A corridor was traversed on foot March 16, 2006.  Visual inspection of parcels on 
either side of the corridor was conducted from the public right-of-way. Evidence of 
environmental concerns, and evidence of potential environmental concerns, was noted where 
apparent. Such evidence included, but was not limited to, the presence of stained or stressed 
vegetation, locations of automobile service stations and repair facilities, vent and/or fill pipes for 
petroleum storage tanks, dry cleaning establishments and other land uses associated with 
potential environmental concern.  
 
The narrative in this section emphasizes land uses that constitute recognized environmental 
concerns, and incorporates information on sites where data gathered elsewhere indicate 
contamination or potential contamination on the site or in the area.  Information that may 
indicate a low likelihood for contamination is also included. The number within brackets [1] links 
the site described in the narrative with records from the tables in the previous sections and 
Figure 3-2 through Figure 3-5. A letter within brackets [A] links the tables with the figures for 
sites where conditions observed during the field visit identified potential environmental 
concerns, but where no governmental agency records exist.  Information regarding sites where 
visual inspection revealed recognized environmental concerns is also included in the tables at 
the end of each corridor segment discussion. 
 
VT 2A Segment 1:  I-89 to Paul Street/Zephyr Road (Figure 3-1)  
A Sunoco gasoline filling station is located east of VT 2A and approximately 200 feet north of 
the I-89 exit ramp. Although the review of Vermont State records reveals that a UST was 
removed from this site, no evidence of contamination is indicated in the records.  Approximately 
700 feet farther north, along the same side of VT 2A, is the State Police Barracks, for which 
there exist regulatory records indicating past contamination. DEC closed the site in February 
1992. Between the gasoline filling station and the police barracks, on the west side of VT 2A, is 
an old brick residence (now an office).  Although a natural gas meter was observed at this 
location, the age of the building indicates the potential for past use of fuel oil for heating.  Large-
scale shopping facilities with attendant parking lots occupy the four corners of the intersection of 
VT 2A and Marshall Avenue. All appear to be relatively new establishments, and historical 
documents date this development from the 1990s.  Bishop Avenue is located approximately 800 
feet north of Marshall Avenue.  A dental care facility is located west of VT 2A and south of 
Bishop Avenue, and the Imported Car Center is located north of Bishop Avenue.  
 
The intersection of VT 2A and US 2, known as Taft Corners, has restaurants on the southeast 
and northeast corners, and a converted residence on the southwest corner. The converted 
residence appears of an age where lead-based paint and ACM may have been used in 
construction. The Mobil Short Stop at Taft Corners, located on the northwest corner, is an active 
SHWS.  North of and adjacent to the Mobil filling station is a small area approximately 20 by 30 
feet where automobiles have been parked. The soil in this area is slightly stained and absorbent 
“kitty litter” granules have been scattered across the area.  Judge Development, an active 
SHWS site, is located approximately 400 feet east of Taft Corners on Williston Road.  Farther 
north along the corridor is a restaurant located on the west side of VT 2A, and a vacant lot on 
the east side of the road.  At the intersection of VT 2A and Helena Drive are office buildings on 
the southern corners and retail facilities on the northern corners. The circular shopping/office 
complex just north of Helena Drive contains a dry cleaner establishment. 
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Few residences are located along this segment and no UST vent or filler pipes associated with 
residential or commercial structures were observed. The three converted residences along the 
west side of VT 2A in this segment had visible natural gas meters. In most cases, the 
restaurants and retail facilities along this segment were also fitted with natural gas meters. In 
other cases, the grounds were obscured with vegetation or other visual barriers.  Although no 
evidence was visible, it is expected that all commercial facilities along this segment use natural 
gas for heating and hot water fuel, because no records of registered storage tanks were 
identified in this area. 
 

Table 3-9 
Field Observed Recognized Environmental Concerns 

VT 2A Segment 1:  I-89 to Paul Street/Zephyr Road 
Map 
ID 

Location Recognized Environmental Concern 

[A] ± 875 Feet South of Marshall 
Avenue, West Side VT 2A 

Age of Building Suggests Potential for UST 

[B] Southwest Corner VT 2A & US 2 Age of Building Suggests Potential for ACM and Lead-Based Paint 
 
 
VT 2A Segment 2:  Paul Street/Zephyr Road to Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road  
(Figure 3-2) 
A restaurant, situated very close to the highway, occupies the southeast corner of VT 2A and 
Paul Street/Zephyr Road, and a vacant field occupies the southwest corner.  A retailer of farm 
and yard supplies occupies the northeast corner of the intersection and a bank is located on the 
northwest corner.  Directly north of the bank on the west side of the road is a posted notice of a 
buried natural gas pipeline.  Across VT 2A from this area are two older buildings situated close 
to the highway.  Both were fitted with natural gas meters but were of an apparent age that would 
suggest that ACM and lead-based paint may have been used in construction.  
 
North of the buried natural gas pipeline on the west side of VT 2A is a health center followed by 
a cemetery and, farther north at the southwest corner of VT 2A and O’Brien Court, a residence. 
No natural gas meter was observed at this residence. Nothing of environmental concern was 
observed across VT 2A from the health center, the cemetery or the residence. Several 
residences are situated close to the roadway on the west side of VT 2A between O’Brien Court 
and Allen Brook. Of these, two were fitted with vent/fill pipes usually associated with fuel oil 
storage tanks, including the residence located at the northwest corner of VT 2A and O’Brien 
Court, and one was fitted with a liquid propane (LP) tank.  No evidence of either vent/fill pipes or 
natural gas meters was observed on the other residences in this area. A similar situation exists 
on the east side of VT 2A in this area. Of the residences located along this stretch, two were 
fitted with vent/fill pipes and no evidence of natural gas meters was observed on the others.  
 
North of Allen Brook, on the west side of VT 2A, is a housing development of approximately 40 
homes, including six situated fairly close to the highway. Of those located next to the highway, 
one home was fitted with an exterior LP gas tank and natural gas meters were observed at two 
homes. Opposite VT 2A from this housing development is one residence fitted with a natural 
gas meter and agricultural fields. 
 
According to the review of aerial photography, the majority of the housing in this corridor 
segment was constructed between 1962 and 1974. As such, there is the potential for ACM and 
lead-based paint to have been used in construction. 
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Table 3-10 

Field Observed Recognized Environmental Concerns 
VT 2A Segment 2:  Paul Street/Zephyr Road to Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road  

Map 
ID 

Location Recognized Environmental Concern 

[C] ± 200 Feet South, and ± 400 Feet 
North of Zephyr Road, East Side 
VT 2A 

Age of Buildings Suggests Potential for ACM and Lead-Based Paint 

[D] Directly North of O’Brien Court 
West Side of VT 2A 

Vent/Fill Pipe Usually Associated with Fuel Oil Storage Tank 

[E] ± 250 Feet North of O’Brien Court 
East Side of VT 2A 

Vent/Fill Pipe Usually Associated with Fuel Oil Storage Tank 

[F] North of Beaudry Lane Age of Building Suggests Potential for ACM and Lead-Based Paint 
[G] South of Pinecrest Circle Vent/Fill Pipe Usually Associated with Fuel Oil Storage Tank 
[H] Northwest Corner of Hickory Hill 

Road and VT 2A 
Vent/Fill Pipe Usually Associated with Fuel Oil Storage Tank 

 
VT 2A Segment 3:  Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road to Overlook Park (Figure 3-3) 
Vacant lots occupy the southeast, southwest and northwest corners of the Industrial 
Avenue/Mountain View Road – VT 2A intersection.  Two residences are located at the northeast 
corner of this intersection, one of which is fitted with a natural gas meter. Historical mapping  
indicates development at this corner dating from at least 1869, suggesting the potential for the 
presence of lead-based paint and ACM.  Land use comprising the area along either side of VT 
2A between Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road and River Cove Road (approximately ½ 
mile to the north) is predominantly single family residential. According to historical mapping and 
photography, many of these homes situated near the highway date from at least 1948. Most of 
the homes adjacent to the highway are fitted with natural gas meters; however, several are fitted 
with aboveground storage tanks (ASTs), LP gas, or are homes with no observed natural gas 
meters.  An AST was observed at the northwest corner of VT 2A and Sharon Drive and an LP 
tank was observed north of Bittersweet Circle and east of VT 2A.  Homes exhibiting no evidence 
of natural gas meters are fairly dispersed throughout this segment, but are more prevalent along 
the east side of the highway.  Across from Sharon Drive, east of VT 2A, is Christ Memorial 
Church, an active SHWS. 
 
North of River Cove Road, residential land use becomes less prevalent while commercial and 
industrial land use becomes more prevalent.  Directly north of River Cove Road on the west 
side of VT 2A are five residences adjacent to the highway. Of these, four were observed to be 
fitted with natural gas meters and one with neither natural gas meter or vent/fill pipe was 
observed.  Across VT 2A from River Cove Road is a residence with farm buildings. Vent/fill 
pipes were observed at this site.  Approximately 500 feet north of the residence/farm site is the 
Church of the Nazarene, on the southeast corner of VT 2A and Morgan Parkway.  This site is an 
active DEC Hazardous Waste Site.  Across VT 2A from Morgan Parkway is a lumber retailer 
and a carpet store.  An AST was observed at this site.  North of the lumber retailer, at the 
southwest corner of VT 2A and James Brown Drive, is the Williston Shell Jiffy Mart. 
 
The Essex Junction Agway is located approximately 500 feet north of James Brown Drive.  
North of and adjacent to the Agway is an automobile tire retailer. No RECs were observed 
between the tire retailer and the Winooski River on the west side of the highway, and none were 
observed on the east side of the highway with the exception of the transformer yard/electrical 
substation. The transformer yard/electrical substation is located atop the hill east of the highway 
and adjacent to Winooski River. 
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Table 3-11 

Observed Recognized Environmental Concerns 
VT 2A Segment 3:  Industrial Avenue/Mountain View Road to Overlook Park 

Map 
ID 

Location Recognized Environmental Concern 

[I] Northeast Corner of Mountain View 
Road and VT 2A 

Age of Building Suggests Potential for ACM and Lead-Based Paint 

[J] Northwest Corner of Sharon Drive 
and VT2A 

Above Ground Storage Tank 

[K] East Side of VT 2A at River Cove 
Road 

Vent/Fill Pipe Usually Associated with Fuel Oil Storage Tank 

[L] West Side of VT 2A at Morgan 
Parkway 

Above Ground Storage Tank 

[M] East Side of VT 2A and South of 
Winooski River 

Transformers/Electrical Substation 

 
 
VT 2A Segment 4:  Overlook Park to Five Corners (Figure 3-4) 
From Overlook Park to Five Corners is the area within the VT 2A corridor that has the most 
extensive history of development.  Directly north of the river and west of VT 2A is the Green 
Mountain Power Company electric substation. This site has been developed as a power 
company since at least 1922, when it is identified on a Sanborn map.  Unspecified development 
at this site is indicated on earlier maps. From the substation north, to the area of Iroquois 
Avenue/Franklyn Street, land use is predominantly single family residential.  Most residences in 
this area were fitted with natural gas meters.  Exceptions include: vent/fill pipe at a home 
located on the west side of VT 2A at Mill Street, and on the northwest, northeast and southwest 
corners of VT 2A and South Street;  and an LP tank and vent/fill pipe at two residences midway 
between South Street and Franklyn Street on the east side of VT 2A.  At several homes in this 
area, neither vent/fill pipes nor natural gas meters were observed. 
 
The area north of Iroquois Avenue/Franklyn Street has a long history of industrial use.  Directly 
north of Iroquois Avenue, approximately 400 feet west of VT 2A, is Robinsons, Inc., an active 
SHWS.  North of Iroquois Avenue/Franklyn Street, VT 2A extends through a triangle described 
by three sets of railroad tracks.  Railroad tracks constitute an environmental concern because of 
potential contamination from substances such as polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), 
metals, petroleum products and herbicides. This track configuration, with the sides of the 
triangle approximately 800 feet in length, is depicted on the earliest map used for this analysis 
(1857).  Directly south of the tracks is an auto supply store on the west side of VT 2A, and small 
retail shops on the east.  Within the triangle, on the west side of VT 2A, is a kitchen and bath 
supply store.  On the east side of the highway, current land uses include retail shops and 
storage sheds.  An AST was observed in one of the sheds. Past land uses include coal storage, 
a lumber company and used heavy equipment storage. 
 
Directly north of the rail tracks on the west side of VT 2A is a retail store where a vent/fill pipe 
was observed.  Between this store and Park Terrace are two restaurants fitted with natural gas 
meters.  North of the tracks on the east side of the highway are retail shops including a dry 
cleaning establishment.  North of Park Terrace on the east side of VT 2A is the Lincoln Inn.  
 
Moving in a clockwise direction around the Five Corners intersection, the following land uses 
were observed.  On the southwest corner of VT 2A and VT 15 (Pearl Street) is a bank.  On the 
northwest corner of the intersection is the Essex Junction Municipal Office (former SHWS), and 
adjacent to the municipal office to the west is the Essex Junction Fire Department (UST). 
Between Lincoln Street (VT 2A) and Main Street (VT 15), north of the Five Corners intersection, 
is Bank North (formerly Howard Bank and former SHWS).  North of the bank is a Verizon facility 
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(UST).  Main Street extends northeast from the Five Corners intersection and crosses the 
railroad tracks approximately 450 feet from the intersection. On the north side of Main Street 
and east of the tracks is Bushey’s Sunoco, an active SHWS.  South of Main Street and east of 
Railroad Avenue is an insurance office building.  A vent/fill pipe was observed at this location. 
Between Main Street and Maple Street (VT 117), adjacent to the east of the Five Corners 
intersection, is Road Res-Q gasoline filling station, an active SHWS.  On the southeast corner of 
the intersection of VT 2A and VT 117 (Maple Street) is the Mobil gasoline filling station Simon’s 
Store and Deli (UST). Simon’s Store and Deli is on the site of the former Agway Energy 
Products, an active SHWS. 
 

Table 3-12 
Field Observed Recognized Environmental Concerns 

VT 2A Segment 4:  Overlook Park to Five Corners 
Map 
ID 

Location Recognized Environmental Concern 

[N] West Side of VT 2A and North of 
Winooski River 

Transformers/Electrical Substation 

[O] East Side of VT 2A at Mill Street Vent/Fill Pipe Usually Associated with Fuel Oil Storage Tank 
[P] Southwest Corner of VT 2A and 

South Street 
Vent/Fill Pipe Usually Associated with Fuel Oil Storage Tank 

[Q] Northwest Corner of VT 2A and 
South Street 

Vent/Fill Pipe Usually Associated with Fuel Oil Storage Tank 

[R] Southeast Corner of VT 2A and 
South Street 

Vent/Fill Pipe Usually Associated with Fuel Oil Storage Tank 

[S] Triangle Described by Railroad 
Tracks, South of Five Corners 

Railyards and Tracks 

[T] ± 200 Feet South of Park Terrace 
West Side of VT 2A 

Vent/Fill Pipe Usually Associated with Fuel Oil Storage Tank 

[U] ± 100 Feet South of Park Terrace 
East Side of VT 2A 

Dry Cleaner 

[V] East of Railroad Street and South 
of VT 15 

Vent/Fill Pipe Usually Associated with Fuel Oil Storage Tank 

 
3.2.5 Interviews  
 
Phone interviews were conducted with personnel from DEC regarding inconsistencies between 
data from the commercial database and records from the DEC Internet website. Information 
received from these interviews is included in the discussion in the Regulatory Records Review 
section above. 
 
3.3 Circ A/B Corridor 
 
3.3.1 Historical Land Use 
 
Circ A/B Segment 1:  I-89 to WATP  
 
Historical Atlases 
Maps from 1857 (Walling, 1857) indicate no development around the area now occupied by I-89 
north to US 2. At US 2, the map indicates two residences between approximately 800 and 1,000 
feet west of the proposed A/B alignment, and one residence approximately 800 feet east of the 
proposed alignment.  Sparse development is noted along Old Stage Road, approximately 1,500 
feet east of the proposed alignment and along a road approximately 1,000 feet to the west.  No 
further development is indicated along this segment within approximately 1,000 feet of the 
proposed alignment. Maps from 1869 (Beers, 1869) indicate no significant changes from the 
Walling map in this segment. 
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USGS Mapping 
No significant changes to land use from that identified on Walling and Beers are evident on the 
1906 USGS or the 1906/1943 USGS maps.  By 1948, development density has increased on 
US 2 near the proposed alignment.  No other development is indicated on the corridor segment. 
No significant changes are indicated on the USGS 1948/1972 map. 
 
The current USGS map (1987) indicates the existence of I-89.  Development of large structures 
is indicated north of US 2, including several structures west of the proposed alignment and one 
at the approximate position of the alignment.  No other development is indicated in this corridor 
segment. 
 
Historical Aerial Photography 
The 1937 and 1942 photographs depict farm fields along this segment. No development 
suggesting an environmental concern is identified. The only significant change depicted in the 
1962 photograph is that I-89 is under construction. The only significant change depicted in the 
1974 photograph is the development of a facility north of and adjacent to US 2 in the vicinity of 
the proposed alignment. No significant changes are indicated on the 1977, 1980, 1984 and 
1993. 
 
By 2004, Allen Brook School and the housing developments to the west and east are in place. 
The facility north of and adjacent to US 2 in the vicinity of the alignment identified in the 1974 
photograph has been removed. 
 
Circ A/B Segment 2:  WATP to Velco Power Line Easement  
 
Historical Atlases 
The pattern of development that occurs in this segment of the alignment is similar to that 
described for the previous segment, i.e., sparse development confined to the roads in the area. 
The map from 1857 (Walling, 1857) indicates one structure located on Mountain View Road 
approximately 1,500 feet east of the proposed alignment, and one structure located 
approximately 700 to 800 feet west of the proposed alignment just north of the latitude of the 
Multi-Use Path. No other development is indicated in the vicinity. Beers (1869) indicated no 
change from Walling. 
 
USGS Mapping 
No significant changes to land use from that identified on Walling and Beers are evident on the 
1906 USGS or 1906/1943 USGS maps. By 1948, development density has increased on 
Mountain View Road east of the proposed alignment, and along Redmond Road. No other 
development is indicated on the corridor segment.  No significant change from 1948 is indicated 
on the 1948/1972 map. 
 
The current USGS map (1987) identifies new development south of Mountain View Road 
approximately 1,300 feet east of the proposed alignment. The Velco overhead power 
transmission lines are indicated on the map. No other new development is indicated. 
  
Historical Aerial Photography 
The 1937, 1942 and 1962 photographs depict farm fields and some residential-scale 
development along Mountain View Road in this segment. No development suggesting an 
environmental concern is identified.  No significant changes are indicated on the 1974, 1977, 
1980 and 1984 photographs.  By 1993, a latitudinal swath of vegetation has been cleared north 
of Mountain View Road, suggesting that the Velco Power Line is in place or under construction. 
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By 2004, the housing development south of Mountain View Road and west of the proposed 
alignment, and the golf course and attendant buildings to the east of the proposed alignment, 
are in place.  
 
Sanborn maps do not provide coverage of this segment of the corridor. 
 
Circ A/B Segment 3:  Velco Power Line Easement to Quarry  
 
Historical Atlases 
The only development indicated on both Walling (1857) and Beers (1869) is several residences 
along Redmond Road north of Mountain View Road. 
 
USGS Mapping 
No development is indicated within 400 feet of the alignment. Other than several structures 
located adjacent to Redmond Road, no development is indicated on the 1906 or 1906/1943 
USGS maps.  By 1948, a few new structures are identified along Redmond Road. No other 
development is identified. No significant change from 1948 is indicated on the 1948/1972 map. 
 
The current USGS map identifies the presence of the sand quarry directly west of the Circ A/B 
alignment. No other development is indicated in the vicinity of the alignment. 
 
Historical Aerial Photography 
The 1937 and 1942 photographs depict this segment of the corridor as agricultural fields or 
densely wooded and undeveloped. By 1962, some excavation at the quarry is evident, and 
activity northeast of the quarry is identified, presumed to be associated with the municipal 
landfill.  Land area devoted to agricultural fields has diminished between 1937 and 1962.  Some 
new agriculture-related building development is noted along Redmond Road.  By 1974, the size 
of the quarry has increased, extending east from Redmond Road.  With the exception of further 
expansion at the quarry, no significant change is identified on the 1977, 1980, 1984 and 1993 
photographs.  By 2004, the housing development north of the power easement and east of the 
alignment has been established.  A septic drain field (Barbagallo, 2006) is identified on the 2004 
photograph, east of the quarry.  
 
Circ A/B Segment 4:  Quarry to VT 117  
 
Historical Atlases 
The only development noted on both Walling (1857) and Beers (1869) along this segment of the 
Circ A/B alignment is the railroad tracks located south of the Winooski River and residences 
along VT 117. One residence is identified near the confluence of Alder Brook and Winooski 
River, one is identified within the area currently occupied by the VT 117/VT 289 interchange, 
and one is located just west of the interchange.  
 
USGS Mapping 
The 1906/1943 map depicts Redmond Road as an unimproved road extending around the base 
of a steep slope, adjacent to the railroad tracks located in the Winooski River valley. A few 
structures are identified along VT 117, north of the river in the vicinity of the Circ A/B alignment. 
Overhead transmission lines are indicated on the 1948 map, extending parallel to the railroad 
lines in this area of the alignment.  By 1987, the transmission lines are no longer indicated on 
the map, and increased development is identified along both sides of VT 117 in the vicinity of 
the alignment.  
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Historical Aerial Photography 
The 1937 photograph depicts the railroad tracks located to the south of Winooski River and VT 
117 north of the river.  No other development in this corridor segment is identified.  By 1942, a 
few agriculture-related structures are identified north of Winooski River.  No significant changes 
are indicated on the 1962 map.  By 1974, land disturbance is identified at the location of the 
present Chittenden Solid Waste District transfer station; otherwise, no significant changes are 
noted.  The 1980 and 1984 photographs depict vegetation over portions of the landfill while 
other portions to the east appear to be still in use.  No significant changes are identified north of 
the river. By 1993, the western portion of the landfill appears vegetated and new land 
disturbance is indicated to the east of the vegetated portion of the landfill. North of Winooski 
River, VT 289 is under construction.  By 2004, the solid waste transfer station infrastructure 
occupies the western portion of the old landfill area and the eastern portion is vegetated and 
apparently closed.  North of the river, VT 289 appears complete and new housing development 
has been established west of VT 289 and north of River Road. 
 
3.3.2 Regulatory Records Review 
 
Federal and Vermont state records were reviewed to identify former and current land uses that 
could result in contamination of soil and/or groundwater within the Circ A/B corridor. Federal and 
Vermont records data were separated from the aggregate into records pertaining to each 
corridor segment. The records are summarized in the tables in this section and numerical 
superscripts in the Status column correspond to notes immediately following the tables.  
 
The following acronyms are used in the tables in this section: 
 
 EPA # – Identification number assigned to RCRA SQG sites by the U.S. EPA. 
 NPL – EPA’s National Priority List (Superfund sites). 
 UST # – Identification number assigned to registered USTs by DEC. 
 SHWS # – Identification number assigned to state hazardous waste sites by DEC. 
 Spills – Incidents involving less than two gallons of hazardous materials that do not 

represent a potential or actual threat to human health or the environment. The number in the 
Agency ID column of the table is assigned by EDR, Inc. 

 SMAC – Sufficient Management Activity Complete (SMAC) is documentation issued by DEC 
stating that a SHWS no longer poses unacceptable risk to human health or the environment. 

  
Numbers in the Map ID column correspond to numbers on Figures 3-5 through 3-8 and indicate 
the ground location of the site.  Records in the tables with nothing in the Map ID column are too 
distant from the corridor to be included on the figures.  Figures 3-5 through 3-8 represent the 
four segments along Circ A/B as follows: 
 
 Figure 3-5:  Segment 1 – I-89 to Multi-Use Path (Williston Alternative Transportation Path- 

WATP) 
 Figure 3-6:  Segment 2 – Multi-Use Path (WATP) to Velco Power Line Easement 
 Figure 3-7:  Segment 3 – Velco Power Line Easement to Quarry 
 Figure 3-8:  Segment 4 – Quarry to VT 117 
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Circ A/B Segment 1:  I-89 to WATP (Figure 3-5) 
 

Table 3-13 
Federal and Vermont Environmental Records 

Circ A/B Segment 1:  I-89 to WATP 
Map 
ID 

AGENCY ID Database Status Address Distance 
From 
Corridor 

Potential 
Contaminant 

Owner 

[1] SHWS # 931428 
UST # 8782534 
UST # 9990400 

SHWS 
UST 

Active1 US 2 
Williston 

Adjacent Hazardous 
Waste 

(Former) Dave’s 
Auto 

[2] SHWS # 982447 SHWS SMAC2 2073 
Williston 
Rd., South 
Burlington 

± 1,000 
Feet East 

Petroleum P.J.s Auto 
Village 

Notes for Table 3-13 
1) VTrans conducted an assessment of the subsurface conditions at this site and submitted the findings in a report dated 

July 7, 1993. Two USTs were removed from the site, one of which was reportedly a leaking underground # 2 fuel oil 
storage tank. During the tank pull, contamination was encountered in screened soils, ranging up to 120 ppm, as measured 
by PID. Excavated soil was backfilled. DEC has requested VTrans to perform an EA to define the magnitude and limits of 
soil contamination and to develop a long-term treatment and/or monitoring plan. 

2) On May 19, 1998, a waste oil UST was removed from the site. Soil stockpiled during excavation was not found to be 
contaminated with petroleum compounds. However, samples from one cubic yard of stockpiled soils were found to 
contain 25 ppm TPH. A follow-up letter from the removal contractor, dated February 18, 1999, indicated that no detectable 
concentrations were measured at the limits of excavation. DEC issued a Site Management Activity Completed (SMAC) 
letter for the site on May 5, 1999. 

 
 
Circ A/B Segment 2:  WATP to Velco Power Line Easement (Figure 3-6) 
 
The regulatory database search did not reveal records pertaining to this corridor segment. 
 
Circ A/B Segment 3:  Velco Power Line Easement to Quarry (Figure 3-7) 
 
The regulatory database search did not reveal records pertaining to this corridor segment. 
 
Circ A/B Segment 4:  Quarry to VT 117 (Figure 3-8) 
 

Table 3-14 
Federal and Vermont Environmental Records 

Circ A/B Segment 4:  Quarry to VT 117 
Ma
p 
ID 

AGENCY ID Database Status Address Distance 
From 
Corridor 

Potential 
Contaminan
t 

Owner 

[3] SHWS # 921297 
EPA # VTR000013748 
 
DEC # CH930 

SHWS 
RCRA-
SQG 
SWF/LF 

Closed1 Williston 
Landfill, 
Redmond Rd. 

Adjacent Hazardous 
Waste 

Town of Williston 
Now Chittenden 
Solid Waste District 

[4] SHWS # 931457 SHWS Closed1 Williston 
Landfill, 
Redmond Rd. 

Adjacent   

[5] UST # 2253 UST No 
Violations 

236 River Road, 
Essex 

Adjacent Petroleum Residence 

Notes for Table 3-14: 
1) On September 3 and 4, 1992, seven UST were removed from the landfill in an area approximately 200 feet east of the 

current entrance gate to the facility. Soil in the UST excavation was found to be contaminated, and the excavated soil was 
polyencapsulated and stockpiled on-site. According to “Williston Landfill Petroleum Contamination Site, Final Report” 
(October 1993), groundwater samples from three wells, proximate and downgradient from the excavation and soil 
stockpile, revealed no contamination above enforcement standards. Soil samples from the stockpile were tested and 
showed levels of contaminants significantly lower than enforcement standards. On August 30, 1993, stockpiled soils were 
disposed of in a lined landfill on the site. In a letter dated October 12, 1993, DEC had determined that the Town of 
Williston had satisfied the site closure requirements, indicating that no additional work need be performed at the site in 
response to the initial contamination. 
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3.3.3 U.S. Census Data 
 
Data from the 2000 U.S. Census was consulted for information on home heating fuel used in the 
census block groups surrounding the Circ A/B corridor. Census Tract 31, Block Group 1 covers 
the area of the corridor south of Winooski River and Census Tract 27.01, Block Group 1 covers 
the area of the corridor north of the river.  
 
Circ A/B Corridor South of Winooski River  
Census Tract 31, Block Group 1 is bounded on the west by the center line of VT 2A, I-89 to the 
south, and Winooski River to the north and east, and includes the proposed alignment. 
Residential development is scattered throughout the block group, roughly divided between 
those along VT 2A and those located between US 2 and Mountain View Road extending east of 
the VT 2A corridor.  In 2000, there were 1,718 housing units within the block group.  Of these, 
575 (approximately 33 percent) reported using fuel oil for household heating.  
 
Circ A/B Corridor North of Winooski River 
Census Tract 27.01, Block Group 3 is bounded on the south by Winooski River, on the north by 
Upper Main Street, and the west by an irregular line approximately one mile east of VT 289, and 
on the east by VT 289, including the entire area of the intersection between VT 289 and VT 117. 
In 2000, 987 residences were estimated to exist in the block group.  Of these 267 
(approximately 27 percent) used fuel oil for household heating. 
 
3.3.4 Field Data  
 
The Circ A/B corridor was traversed on foot March 15 and March 29, 2006.  Visual inspection 
was conducted of parcels on either side of the corridor from the approximate centerline of the 
proposed alignment. Evidence of potential environmental concerns was noted where apparent. 
Such evidence included, but was not limited to, the presence of stained or stressed vegetation, 
debris piles and barrels, locations of automobile service stations and repair facilities, vent and/or 
fill pipes for petroleum storage tanks, dry cleaning establishments and other land uses 
associated with potential environmental concern. The narrative in this section emphasizes land 
uses that constitute recognized environmental concerns and incorporates information on sites 
where data gathered elsewhere indicates contamination or potential contamination on the site or 
in the area.  Information that may indicate a low likelihood for contamination is also included. 
The number within brackets [1] links the site in the narrative with records from the tables in the 
previous section and Figures 3-5 through 3-8.  A letter within brackets [A] links the tables with 
the figures for sites where conditions observed during the field visit identified potential 
environmental concerns, but where no governmental records exist. 
 
Circ A/B Segment 1:  I-89 to Multi-Use Path (Figure 3-5) 
Nothing that would constitute a recognized environmental concern was observed along this 
segment. However, (former) Dave’s Auto, an active SHWS, is located at the point where the 
Circ A/B alignment crosses US 2. 
 
Circ A/B Segment 2:  Multi-Use Path to Velco Power Line Easement (Figure 3-6) 
A rusted and apparently long-abandoned automobile was observed at a point along the corridor 
approximately 1,000 feet south of Mountain View Road. Otherwise, nothing that would 
constitute a recognized environmental concern was observed along this segment. 
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Table 3-15 
Field Observed Recognized Environmental Concerns 

Circ A/B Segment 2:  Multi-Use Path to Velco Power Line Easement 
Map 
ID 

Location Recognized Environmental Concern 

[A] Along the Proposed Alignment 
Approximately 1,000 Feet South of 
Mountain View Road 

Rusted Automobile 

 
 
Circ A/B Segment 3:  Velco Power Line Easement to Quarry (Figure 3-7) 
A sand quarry is located west of and adjacent to the north end of this segment. No evidence of 
dumping or other environmental concerns were observed in the quarry. To the east of the 
corridor in this area, a septic drain field was observed.  Small amounts of household trash were 
observed at the periphery of the drain field. Nothing that would constitute a recognized 
environmental concern was observed along this segment. 
 
Circ A/B Segment 4:  Quarry to VT 117 (Figure 3-8) 
The Circ A/B alignment passes through the Chittenden Solid Waste District’s transfer facility 
located south of and across the Winooski River from the VT 289/VT 117 intersection. The 
transfer facility handles waste and recyclable materials, including petroleum products, batteries 
and other potentially hazardous materials.  Aboveground storage tanks were observed on the 
site, and small areas of stained soils were observed at the base of one AST.  No evidence of 
stressed vegetation was observed.  Otherwise, the grounds are well maintained and clean. The 
site includes three closed and capped landfill areas.  Vegetation was observed over the landfill 
caps.  Methane venting pipes were observed protruding from the capped landfill areas. Other 
than the aboveground storage tanks, nothing that would constitute a recognized environmental 
concern was observed at the transfer station.  Large piles of vegetation are located north of the 
transfer station facilities.  Some household debris is mixed in with the vegetation. 
 
Adjacent and to the north of the transfer station is a railroad track and easement.  North of the 
tracks, the area surrounding the segment is wooded valley bottom, extending north to Winooski 
River.  Nothing representing an environmental concern was observed.  North of the river is a 
narrow reach of undeveloped land bordering VT 117. Wooden power line poles, some 
apparently treated with creosote, extend parallel and directly south of VT 117.  North of VT 117 
is a largely cleared area within the intersection of VT 117/VT 289.   
 

Table 3-16 
Field Observed Recognized Environmental Concerns 

Circ A/B Segment 4:  Quarry to VT 117 
Map 
ID 

Location Recognized Environmental Concern 

[B] Williston Landfill/Chittenden Solid 
Waste District Transfer Station 

AST Observed at the Central Portion of the Facility 

 
3.3.5 Interviews  
 
Interviews were conducted with the Facilities Manager (Barbagallo, March 15, 2006) and the 
Environmental and Safety Compliance Manager (Holliday, May 12, 2006) of the Chittenden 
Solid Waste District (CSWD) regarding conditions at the landfill at the northern end of the Circ 
A/B corridor. The interview with the Facilities Manager was conducted at the CSWD office on 
Redmond Road, and during a tour of the landfill facility.  According to the manager, the landfill 
comprises three sections which have all been closed.  The landfill has operated in three phases 
and the three phases are adjacent to each other.  Phase I closed in approximately 1972 and 


