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CHAPTER 3 – EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 
3.1 Overview of Project Study Area 
 
3.1.1 Historic Resources 
 
Williston and the Town of Essex (inclusive of the Village of Essex Junction) were both granted in 
1763.  Both towns took on different characteristics early on, chiefly because the railroad only 
passed along the Williston’s eastern and northern border along the Winooski River, while Essex 
Junction was made a stop along the Central Vermont Railroad’s route between Burlington and 
Windsor.  Williston’s village centered on the intersection of what is now US 2 and North Williston 
Road.  What became known as the VT 2A corridor, and the land east of it included in the Circ 
A/B corridor, was productive farming land throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries.  VT 2A 
was only sparsely settled with farms and residences until the early 20th century.  The 
intersection of US 2 and VT 2A, became knows as Taft Corners because of the location of the 
circa 1845 residence that also served as a tavern.   
 
Essex Junction was settled by Euro-Americans in the early 19th century; it was originally called 
Hubbell’s Falls for the mill established at the falls of the Winooski River.  A village grew up 
around the five-point intersection where VT 15, VT 2A and VT 117 now come together.  As early 
as 1820, a tavern was established at the crossroads, which came to be known as Five Corners.  
When the railroad passed through the village its name was changed to Painesville, and in 1865 
the village’s name was officially changed to Essex Junction.  The mill on the river and Five 
Corners were the focal points of development, until the railroad’s arrival spurred more intensive 
and concentrated development in Essex Junction that contrasted with the more rural character 
of Williston.  Essex Junction became a thriving commercial center in the later 19th century and 
remains so today.  Both Williston and Essex Junction retain many 19th and early 20th century 
buildings.   
 
3.1.2 Archaeological Resources 
 
The Circ-Williston Transportation Project is located in the central portion of the Champlain 
Lowland, also known as Champlain Valley.  The east-west flowing Winooski River and other 
smaller drainages intersect this valley and empty into Lake Champlain.  In this area, prehistoric 
Native Americans focused much of their activity along these rivers and streams which provided 
natural transportation corridors and attracted the plants and animals on which they depended.  
Native Americans first entered the region soon after the retreat of glaciers around 11,500 years 
ago (9,500 B.C.).  Over time, they adapted to dramatic environmental changes including 
changes in climate and related changes in the makeup of available plants and animals.   The 
rich natural resources within the project area made it attractive throughout the full sequence of 
precontact occupation in Vermont. 
 
The project area contains the presence of Paleoindian, Archaic and Woodland period 
occupations.  In terms of size, recorded sites within the project area range from small hunting, 
provisioning and special purpose extractive camps to larger, longer-occupied base camps.  The 
date ranges for the Paleoindian, Archaic and Woodland periods are shown below. 
 

Paleoindian    9,500 B.C. to 7,000 B.C. 
Early Archaic    7,000 B.C. to 5,500 B.C. 
Middle Archaic   5,500 B.C. to 4,000 B.C. 
Late Archaic    4,000 B.C. to 1,000 B.C. 
Early Woodland 1,000 B.C. to 100 B.C. 
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Middle Woodland 100 B.C. to A.D. 1000 
Late Woodland A.D.1000 to Contact (ca. 1600). 

 
Paleoindians were Vermont’s earliest explorers and residents, arriving by about 9,500 B.C.  
Archaeologists believe that the early Paleoindians lived in Vermont during late glacial climactic 
conditions and, in addition to local materials used non-local stone to make their tools (e.g. the 
fluted spear point).  In contrast, the late portion of the Paleoindian period was characterized by 
warmer, more forested conditions..   
 
Over an approximately 1,500-year period (circa 7000-5500 B.C.), known as the Early Archaic 
period, small communities focused on favorable areas, local raw materials were used almost 
exclusively, and populations gradually increased.  Due to a warming trend and an increase in 
the variety of available plants and animals, sites from this period have been found in greater 
numbers and in a greater variety of locations.  Sites from this period in the vicinity of the project 
area apparently represent functionally specific camps positioned to exploit specific plants and 
animals. 
 
The subsequent Middle Archaic period (circa 5500-4000 B.C.) is poorly known in Vermont and 
no recorded sites within the vicinity of the project area date to this period.   
 
During the Late Archaic period (circa 4000-1000 B.C.), the temperatures were warmer than they 
ever had been.  Favorable environmental conditions led to favorable conditions for human 
habitation and an expansion of Native American population.  Numerous sites from this period 
have been identified within the project area..   
 
The Early Woodland period (ca. 1000-100 B.C.) saw a decrease in temperatures compared to 
the Late Archaic period and this seems to have directly impacted Native American populations.  
Populations appear to have declined during this period as reflected by the number of Early 
Woodland period archaeological sites within Vermont and the project area.   
 
During the Middle Woodland period (ca. 100 B.C.-A.D. 1000) temperatures began to rise again 
and food resources again became more plentiful. Native American settlement expanded into a 
greater variety of locations as populations increased.  There is increased evidence for long-
distance trade during this period as well. 
 
The Late Woodland period saw the most dramatic change in the precontact era in terms of 
Native American settlement.  Sites from this period include large, semi-permanent villages 
located in floodplains near good soils for agriculture.  It was during this period that domesticated 
crops including corn, beans and squash were introduced, supplementing the traditional diet wild 
game and plants.  The end of the Late Woodland period is marked by European Contact, a 
catastrophic period for Native American cultures in Vermont, as it was elsewhere in the New 
World. 
 
Figure 3-1 provides an overview of recorded historic and archaeological resources in the project 
area.  
 
3.2 VT 2A Corridor 
 
3.2.1 Historic Resources 
 
The VT 2A corridor comprises the area along VT 2A from I-89 to Five Corners.  The corridor is 
fully urbanized.  Retail and commercial development occupies most land along VT 2A from I-89  
 





Circ-Williston Transportation Project DEIS  FHWA-VT-EIS-07-02-D  
 

 
 3-5 Cultural Resources Technical Report 

to Paul Street/Zephyr Lane north of US 2/Williston Road.  Farther north in Williston, there are 
many residential parcels with frontage on VT 2A and several residential subdivisions having 
primary access to VT 2A.  There are also commercial parcels fronting on the roadway.  North of 
the Winooski River in the Village of Essex Junction, VT 2A is lined with residences with varying 
setbacks; these residences generally have front lawns and mature trees.  Land use changes to 
commercial near the New England Central Railroad crossing.  Five Corners is the village center.  
 
File review at the Vermont Department of Historic Preservation (VDHP) indicated that there is 
one National Register-listed historic district within the project’s APE, at the Five Corners 
intersection in Essex Junction.  The Downtown Essex Junction Commercial Historic District, 
listed on the National Register in November 2004, is a collection of late 19th and early 20th 
century commercial buildings located on Main Street, Railroad Avenue, and Railroad Street.   
 
The Vermont Historic Sites and Structures Survey/State Register for Williston and Essex, the 
town in which the Village of Essex Junction is located, were first completed in 1976, and 
updated in 1984, 1993 and 1999; however, they are not comprehensive.  There were nine 
previously recorded historic resources along VT 2A in Williston, and there was one historic 
district, and 12 individual properties previously identified within the project’s APE along VT 2A in 
Essex Junction.  Several historic districts are located in the vicinity of the Five Corners 
intersection, but the intersection itself is not located within a historic district.  Subsequent field 
investigations identified three properties in Williston and four properties in Essex Junction that 
meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation.   
 
The following discussion covers the previously recorded historic resources, as well as those 
properties identified during the field investigations.  The discussion is organized along the 
project corridor from south to north.   A summary of the previously surveyed and recently 
identified and surveyed resources is presented in Table 3-1.  Figures 3-2a through 3-2d depict 
the location of these resources along the VT 2A corridor.  The Map ID# in Table 3-1 
corresponds to the numbers on the figures.  For those properties evaluated as eligible for the 
National Register, survey forms are presented in Appendix C.  Photographs of the resources 
are provided in Appendix D (photograph reference number is located in the heading for each 
resource along with the State Register number, if applicable). 
 
Williston
 
1. Rowley House (J.L. Davis Realty), 2822 St. George Road (Photo 1; SR 0417-56) 
The Rowley House is a circa 1840 1 ½-story side-gable, brick Greek Revival style dwelling with 
an ell that was converted for use as offices in the late 20th century.  Architectural details include 
splayed, flat-arch brick lintels over the plain window surrounds, and a rectangular granite sill and 
transom light over the front entry.  Three dormers were added to the rear (west) slope in the 
middle of the 20th century.  This building was once a tenement house for a nearby farm, which 
burned.  The 1869 Beers’ Atlas of Chittenden County indicates C.W. Brownell at this 
approximate location.  This property is listed in the Vermont State Register.   
 
2. Blair House, Southwest Corner of Williston and Essex Roads (Photo 2; SR 0417-
70) 
The Blair House is a circa 1845 vernacular two-story 5-bay wide wood frame farmhouse 
converted for use as offices.  A central entry with side lights, double ridge chimneys, and 12/12 
windows are among the remaining architectural details of this building, which is the visual 
anchor of Taft Corners.  This property is listed in the Vermont State Register.   
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3. Morse Cemetery, Essex Road (Photo 3) 
Established in 1830, the Morse Cemetery on the west side of Essex Road is one of Williston’s 
oldest public burial places.  Before the establishment of public cemeteries, such as the Morse 
Cemetery, burials were commonly in small family plots on family-owned property.  Several Civil 
War soldiers are buried or memorialized at Morse Cemetery.  Among the Civil War veterans 
buried is Newell C. Langley, an African-American member of the 54th Massachusetts Regiment.  
 
A cenotaph commemorates the memory of George E. Austin of Williston, who is buried at 
Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia.  The cemetery does not follow any formal design for 
layout, and today is surrounded on four sides by chain link fence.  Mature trees are located 
along the west side of the road within the fence line.   A modern granite sign is inscribed with 
“MORSE CEMETERY Est. 1830” is located along the west side of VT 2A.  The Morse Cemetery 
is potentially eligible for inclusion in the VT State Register under Criterion A as an early public 
cemetery in Williston, and as the resting place for several Civil War veterans.  The Morse 
Cemetery meets Criterion Consideration D as a cemetery that achieves significance from age 
and for containing graves of persons significant to local and state history.  See Appendix C for 
VTrans survey form. 
 
4. Reynolds House, 1705 Essex Road (Photo 4) 
The Reynolds House is a circa 1955 one-story ranch style house on a concrete block 
foundation.  The exterior is clad with synthetic siding with 1/1 windows throughout.  The façade 
(west elevation) has a three-part picture window.  All of the windows are flanked by vinyl 
louvered shutters.  The side gable roof is sheathed with asphalt shingles, and a single brick 
chimney pierces the rear (east) slope of the roof.  The Reynolds house is a typical mid-century 
ranch style house, and is not eligible for listing in the National or State Registers because it 
lacks demonstrable historical or architectural significance.   
 
5. Mayo House, 1676 Essex Road (Photo 5) 
The Mayo House is a circa 1954 one-story hipped roof ranch style house with extensive 
alterations.  The façade (east elevation) has a modern three-part bay window, a shed roof 
enclosed porch addition, and paired 1/1 sash.  A shed roof single car garage extends from the 
north elevation.  The entire building is clad in vinyl siding, and the roof is sheathed with asphalt 
shingles.  The Mayo house is a typical mid-century ranch style house, and is not eligible for 
listing in the National or State Registers because it lacks demonstrable historical or architectural 
significance.  The property lacks integrity with respect to design, materials and workmanship 
owing to the extensive exterior alterations. 
 
6. Roadside Marker, Essex Road (Photo 6) 
Located on the east side of Essex Road is a limestone rectangular roadside marker inscribed 
with the following from top to bottom: “VT/1938/189L/1936/WPSS/189A.”  The exact purpose 
that this roadside marker serves has not been determined; however, it is the only one of its kind 
along the VT 2A corridor.  Few such markers remain, and are likely historically related to 
transportation developments along the corridor, therefore the marker is considered eligible 
under Criterion A for its association with transportation in the state.  See Appendix C for VTrans 
survey form. 
 
7. Apartments, 1671 Essex Road (Photo 7) 
The duplex on the east side of Essex Road was built circa 1955 and has synthetic siding, and 
1/1 windows throughout.  A single exterior brick chimney is located on the south gable end.  The 
side gable roof is sheathed with asphalt shingles.  The apartment building is not eligible for 
listing in the National or State Registers because it lacks demonstrable historical or architectural 
significance. 
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Table 3-1 
Architectural Resources in VT 2A Corridor 

 

Map 
ID # 

VT State 
Register #/
Potentially 
Eligible? 

Name Address Date of 
Construction 

Williston 
1 0417-56 Rowley House 2822 St. George Road ca. 1840 
2 0417-70 Blair House Southwest Corner of Williston and Essex Roads ca. 1845 
3 Yes Morse Cemetery  West Side Essex Road  Est. 1830  
4 No Reynolds House  1705 Essex Road  ca. 1955  
5 No Mayo House  1676 Essex Road  ca. 1954  
6 Yes Roadside Marker  East Side Essex Road  ca. 1938  
7 No Apartments  1671 Essex  Road  ca. 1955  
8 0417-5 Phillips House 1634 Essex Road ca. 1860 
9 No Bowley/Clark House 14 Country Lane  ca. 1955  
10 0417-99 Starr Apartments 1169 Essex Road ca. 1910 
11 0417-98 Voss House 999 Essex Road ca. 1940 
12 No Hill House  971 Essex Road  ca. 1940  
13 Yes LXI Enterprises 

House   
864 Essex Road   ca. 1940  

14 No Spooner House   824 Essex Road   ca. 1920  
15 0417-4 Gates House 815 Essex Road ca. 1860 
16 No Bean House  747 Essex Road  ca. 1950  
17 No Blacker House  744 Essex Road  ca. 1940  
18 No River Cover Animal 

Hospital  
West Side Essex Road South of River Cove Road ca. 1955  

19 0417-97 Savage House 28 River Cove Road ca. 1945 
20 0417-3 Poulos House 669 Essex Road ca. 1870 
21 0417-2 Maurice Brown 

Farm 
227 Essex Road ca. 1845 

Essex Junction 
22 No House  106 Park Street  ca. 1940  
23 No House  103 Park Street  ca. 1900  
24 0405-50 Park Street Historic 

District 
Southeast Side of Park Street Between River 
Street and the River Street Connector 

ca. 1870-ca. 1920 

25 No House  91 Park Street   ca. 1950  
26 No House  89 Park Street   ca. 1950  
27 No House   87 Park Street   ca. 1940  
28 No House   85 Park Street   ca. 1950  
29 Yes House   83 Park Street   ca. 1940  
30 Yes House   81 Park Street   ca. 1940  
31 Yes House   77 Park Street   ca. 1940  
32 0405-98 Tarbox House 2 South Street ca. 1820 
33 No House   2 River Street   ca. 1910  
34 No House   East Side Park Street North of River Street   ca. 1900  
35 0405-97 House 67 Park Street ca. 1890 
36 0405-96 House 59 Park Street ca. 1875 
37 0405-94 House 57 Park Street ca. 1880 
38 No House   53 Park Street   ca. 1955  
39 0405-92 Anna Early House 51 Park Street ca. 1840 
40 No House  68 Park Street   ca. 1910  
41 No House   64 Park Street   ca. 1955  
42 No House   60 Park Street   ca. 1950  
43 0405-95 House 56-58 Park Street ca. 1890 
44 0405-93 House 52 Park Street ca. 1910 
45 0405-91 House 50 Park Street ca. 1900 
46 No House  48 Park Street  ca. 1955  
47 0405-90 Bartlett House 40 Park Street ca. 1890 
48 No Star Nails  38 Park Street  1886  
49 No Woodstock Kitchens  27 Park Street   ca. 1950  
50 0405-89 Park Street School 21 Park Street 1873 
51 No Huckleberry 

Junction Café   
15-19 Park Street   ca. 1860  

52 No House   11 Park Street  ca. 1880  
53 No Ming’s Restaurant   9 Park Street   ca. 1880  
54 Yes Lincoln Inn   4 Park Street   ca. 1860  
55 0405-78 Lincoln Hall 1 Pearl Street ca. 1820-ca. 1860 
56 0405-42 Lincoln Street 

Historic District 
Northwest of Five Corners ca. 1870-ca. 1950 

57 0405-43 Downtown Essex 
Junction 
Commercial Historic 
District 

3-17 and 8-12 Main Street, 2-28 Railroad 
Avenue, and 2 Railroad  Street 

ca. 1860-ca. 1930 

58 0405-79 Kolvord, Overton, 
Wilson Offices 

3 Main Street ca. 1880 

59 No House   3 Maple Street   ca. 1890  
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house.  The house is eligible under National Register Criterion C as a locally significant example 
of the Dutch Colonial Revival style.  The property retains integrity of workmanship, design, and 
materials.  See Appendix B for VTrans survey form. 
 
31. House, 77 Park Street (Photo 35)  
The house at 77 Park Street is a circa 1940 1 ½-story side gable vernacular Bungalow on a 
concrete block foundation with vinyl siding.  A full-width shed roofed porch extends across the 
façade (east elevation), and a shed roofed dormer with paired 1/1 windows is on the front (east) 
slope of the roof.  A 2-car garage is located southwest of the house.  The house is eligible under 
National Register Criterion C as a locally significant example of the Bungalow style.  The 
property retains integrity of workmanship, design and materials.  See Appendix C for VTrans 
survey form. 
 
32. Tarbox House, 2 South Street (Photos 36 and 37; SR0405-98) 
The Tarbox House is a circa 1820 two-story brick Federal style side gable house.  The house 
was built by Ezra Slater, Sr., and for some time the basement was used as a store and 
creamery by the Coon Family.  The property was sold to Rozwell B. Tarbox in 1885, and 
remained in the family into the 1930s.  The slightly off-center entry is surrounded by fluted 
pilasters and topped with a broken pediment.  2/2 windows with brick splayed lintels are found 
throughout.  A one-story shed roof addition is on the rear (south) elevation.  This property is 
listed in the Vermont State Register.   
 
33. House, 2 River Street (Photo 38) 
The house at 2 River Street is a circa 1910 1 ½-story gable front and wing house on a concrete 
foundation with vinyl siding, replacement 1/1 sash, a shed roof porch with a square post 
support, and a rear (north) shed roof addition.  An exterior brick chimney is located on the east 
gable end.  The house is not eligible for the National Register because it lacks demonstrable 
historical or architectural significance.  It lacks integrity with respect to design, materials, and 
workmanship owing to additions, modern doors and windows, and synthetic siding.  
 
34. House, Park and River Streets (Photo 39) 
The house at the northeast corner of Park and River streets is a late 19th century side gable 
house with multiple building campaigns that obscure much of the original form and details of the 
vernacular building.  An enclosed flat roofed porch at the northwest corner has a band of 2/2 
windows.  A shed dormer with modern horizontal sliding windows was added to the west slope 
of the roof sometime in the mid to late 20th century.  The roof is sheathed with standing seam 
metal.  A Queen Anne style picture window on the west elevation is centered above a three-part 
picture window on the ground floor.  The other windows are mostly 1/1 sash.  A two-story flat 
roof addition on a brick foundation is located at the southeast corner.  This vernacular house 
lacks demonstrable historical or architectural significance and therefore is not eligible for 
inclusion in the National Register.  Its integrity of design, materials and workmanship is 
diminished by the inclusion of modern windows and the multiple additions.  
 
35. House, 67 Park Street (Photo 40; SR 0405-97) 
The house at 67 Park Street is a circa 1890 2 ½-story vernacular Queen Anne style house with 
a gable-front and wing form.  The façade (east elevation) has 2/2 windows with plain surrounds 
and cap molded lintels, a 3-side bay window, and a porch with turned posts.  This property is 
listed in the Vermont State Register.   
 
36. House, 59 Park Street (Photo 41; SR 0405-96) 
The house at 59 Park Street is a circa 1875 1 ½-story vernacular Queen Anne style multi-family 
house has an ell on the south elevation.  The main block features a shed roof wall dormer and 
an enclosed porch with chamfered posts.  The sidehall main entry is flanked by sidelights and 
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surmounted by a low pitched gable hood with decorative vergeboard.  2/2 windows with plain 
surrounds and peak molded lintels are found throughout.  The rear (west) elevation has an 
addition.  This property is listed in the Vermont State Register.   
 
37. House, 57 Park Street (Photo 42; SR 0405-94) 
The house at 57 Park Street is a circa 1880 1 ½-story vernacular Gothic Revival style house 
with centered projecting front gable, and scrolled sawn vergeboard in the gable peaks.  The 
projecting front gable features a 3-sided bay window, and a shed roof porch covers the main 
entry.  A one-story rear ell is located on the west elevation.  This property is listed in the 
Vermont State Register.   
 
38. House, 53 Park Street (Photo 43) 
The house at 53 Park Street is a circa 1955 Minimal Tradition style “Cape” clad with vinyl siding 
and set on a concrete block foundation.  The asymmetrical façade (east elevation) has central 
entry with a Colonial Revival style surround with fluted pilasters.  A picture window and 8/1 
window flank the entry.  A shed roof dormer is on the rear (west) slope of the roof, and an 
enclosed entry porch extends from the southwest corner.  This typical post World War II house 
is not eligible for the National Register because it lacks demonstrable historical or architectural 
significance.   
 
39. Anna Early House, 51 Park Street (Photo 44; SR 0405-92) 
The Anna Early House is a circa 1840 two-story vernacular 3-bay wide house with double ridge 
chimneys.  A partial Queen Anne style porch covers the central entry, and 2/2 windows with 
plain surrounds and lip molded lintels are found throughout.  A 1 ½-story addition with 6/6 sash 
extends from the west elevation.  This property is listed in the Vermont State Register.   
 
40. House, 68 Park Street (Photo 45) 
The house at 68 Park Street is a circa 1910 1 ½-story vernacular gable-front and wing on a 
concrete foundation with vinyl siding.  The façade (west elevation) has paired replacement 1/1 
sash and a single 1/1 window in the gable peak.  A one-story ell extends from the south 
elevation, where the main entrance is now located, has a band of three 1/1 windows.  A later 
addition with an exterior brick fireplace chimney on the south elevation is attached to the 
southeast corner of the ell.  A shed roofed enclosed porch is on the east elevation of the series 
of additions.  This property is not eligible for the National Register because it lacks 
demonstrable historical or architectural significance.  The property lacks integrity with respect to 
design, materials and workmanship owing to the replacement of all of the windows and multiple 
additions.   
 
41. House, 64 Park Street (Photo 46) 
The house at 64 Park Street is a circa 1955 one-story side gable ranch style house on a 
concrete foundation.  Recent upgrades to the exterior include vinyl siding, vinyl replacement 1/1 
windows and a standing seam metal roof.  A gabled entry porch supported by turned posts on 
the façade (west elevation) protects an off-center entry and multi-light picture window.  The wall 
covering under the gable entry porch is brick veneer.  A small gable-front single-car garage 
immediately southeast of the house is clad with novelty siding.  The house is a typical example 
of a post World War II ranch style house and lacks demonstrable historical or architectural 
significance, and therefore is not eligible for inclusion in the National Register.  The house lacks 
integrity with respect to design, materials, and workmanship owing to late 20th century 
installation of vinyl siding, replacement windows, and a new roof. 
 
42. House, 60 Park Street (Photo 47) 
The house at 60 Park Street is a circa 1950s 1 ½-story Minimal Traditional “Cape” style house.  
The vinyl-clad house on a concrete foundation has a symmetrical façade with a central entry 
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protected by a gabled portico supported by turned posts and brackets; 8/8 windows flank the 
entry.  A one-story addition extends from the rear (east) elevation.  The house is a typical 
example of post World War II architecture and lacks demonstrable historical or architectural 
significance, and therefore is not eligible for inclusion in the National Register.   
 
43. House, 56-58 Park Street (Photo 48; SR 0405-95) 
The house at 56-58 Park Street is a circa 1890 1 ½-story vernacular multi-family gable-front and 
wing house, with Tuscan columned porches.  2/2 windows with plain surrounds and cap molded 
lintels are found throughout.  A two-story addition on the rear (east) elevation, has a partially 
enclosed second story porch and enclosed gable entry.  This property is listed in the Vermont 
State Register.   
 
44. House, 52 Park Street (Photo 49; SR 0405-93) 
The house at 52 Park Street is a circa 1910 two-story vernacular American Foursquare house 
with hipped roof, and a shed roof porch over the central entry.  A one-story addition extends 
from the rear (east) elevation.  This property is listed in the Vermont State Register.   
 
45. House, 50 Park Street (Photo 50; SR 0405-91) 
The house at 50 Park Street is a circa 1900 2 ½-story vernacular Queen Anne style with 
synthetic siding, a partially enclosed front corner porch with scrolled sawn brackets, turned 
posts, and square railing.  The 1/1 windows have plain surrounds and cap molded lintels.  This 
property is listed in the Vermont State Register.   
 
46. House, 48 Park Street (Photo 51)  
The house at 48 Park Street is a circa 1950s 1 ½-story side gable Cape Cod style house with 
clapboard siding on a concrete block foundation.  The asymmetrical façade (west elevation) has 
a 2/2 horizontally divided window, a central entry protected by a cantilevered gable portico, and 
a picture window.  Two gable roofed dormers with 2/2 horizontally divided windows are located 
on the front (west) slope.  A one-story gable addition is located on the north gable end, and an 
entry on the south gable end is protected by a shed portico with straight posts.  This property, a 
typical post-World War II Cape, lacks demonstrable historical or architectural significance.   
 
47. Bartlett House, 40 Park Street (Photo 52; SR 0405-90) 
The Bartlett House is a circa 1890 1 ½-story vernacular Queen Anne style gable-front and ell 
house.  The exterior is clad with fishscale shingles and denticular lintel board in the gable 
peaks.  A porch with scroll sawn brackets, turned posts and a square railing extends the full 
width of the ell. This property is listed in the Vermont State Register.    
 
48. Star Nails, 38 Park Street (Photo 53) 
Built in 1886, this one-story flat roof brick commercial building features a corbelled cornice, an 
asphalt shingle-clad pent roof across the façade (west elevation) and a multi-light bowed 
window.  The windows on the south elevation have been filled in with vertical boards.  A late 
20th century wood frame gable roofed addition extends from the rear (east elevation).  This 
building is not eligible for inclusion in the National Register as it lacks demonstrable historical or 
architectural significance.  Extensive alterations including the complete transformation of the 
façade and filling in of other windows, as well as several additions, diminish the property’s 
integrity with respect to design, materials and workmanship. 
 
49. Woodstock Kitchens, 27 Park Street (Photo 54) 
The Woodstock Kitchens building is a circa 1950 Quonset hut on the west side of Park Street 
next to the railroad tracks.  The corrugated metal structure had shed roof windows along the 
sides, and a late 20th century stuccoed and flat roofed addition on the east elevation.  Quonset 
huts were an inexpensive building type popularized during the Second World War, and 
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employed widely after in agriculture, commercial and other uses.  The late 20th century addition 
has display windows on the north, east and south elevations and contains commercial 
showrooms.  This building is not eligible for inclusion in the National Register as it lacks 
demonstrable historical or architectural significance.  Its integrity of design, material and 
workmanship is diminished by the large two-story stuccoed additions on the east elevation.   
 
50. Park Street School, 21 Park Street (Photo 55; SR 0405-89) 
The Park Street School, built in 1873 as the Essex Junction High School, is a brick Italianate 
style school on the west side of Park Street near the railroad tracks.  The building features 2/2 
sash, some of which have been bricked in, and a center, front-gable pavilion with louvered 
oculus peak window.  This property is listed in the Vermont State Register.   
 
51. Huckleberry Junction Café, 15-19 Park Street (Photo 56) 
The former Huckleberry Junction Café is a circa 1860 1 ½-story vernacular gable-front house 
converted to commercial use.  The building retains the general form of a 19th century sidehall 
house; however, extensive alterations have changed the fenestration on the façade (east 
elevation) to include a three-part picture window, and three 1/1 sash.  The north elevation is 
devoid of fenestration; it appears that the openings have been stuccoed over.  Clapboard-clad 
shed roofed dormers are on both slopes of the roof.  Two commercial storefronts have been 
added to the south elevation of the building.  This property is not eligible for inclusion in the 
National Register as it lacks demonstrable historical or architectural significance.  It lacks 
integrity with respect to design, materials and workmanship owing to the extensive alterations, 
including the removal of original fenestration patterns and a large late 20th century addition on 
the south elevation. 
 
52. House, 11 Park Street (Photo 57) 
The vacant house at 11 Park Street is a circa 1880 1 ½-story gable-front and wing house with 
some Victorian decorative elements.  The building, with rear (west elevation) additions and a 
one-story shed roof entry with 1970s window wall on the façade (east elevation) is clad with 
vinyl siding.  The roof is sheathed with slate and the building rests on a brick foundation.  The 
east gable end has an arched window inset in a peaked surround and a three-part window with 
a scalloped top and saw tooth decoration under the slightly projecting window hood.  A late 20th 
century exterior brick fireplace chimney is on the south elevation, which also has 2/2 windows.  
At the rear of the building is a circa 1900 wood frame gable-front outbuilding with a shed roof 
extension on the south elevation.  This house is presently vacant.  The house is not eligible for 
the National Register because it lacks demonstrable historical or architectural significance.  The 
late 20th century alteration to the façade, total obstruction of the original main entry, and other 
alterations diminish the property’s integrity with respect to design, materials and workmanship. 
 
53. Ming’s Restaurant, 9 Park Street (Photo 58) 
Ming’s Restaurant is in a circa 1880 two-story Queen Anne style house that in the late 20th 
century was converted to a restaurant.  The gable-front building is clad with clapboard and rests 
on a brick foundation; the roof is sheathed with slate.  There are cut-away bays at the corners of 
the south elevation; pedimented gables are on the façade (east elevation) and south elevation.  
A one-story addition extends from the rear (west) elevation.  All of the window openings have 
either been filled in with clapboard or replaced with plate glass.  A two-story enclosed entry with 
a flared gable Asian-style awning was added to the façade to protect the entry in the late 20th 
century.  This property is not eligible for inclusion in the National Register because it lacks 
demonstrable historical or architectural significance.  It lacks integrity with respect to design, 
materials and construction because of extensive alterations and additions. 
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54. Lincoln Inn, 4 Park Street (Photos 59 and 60)  
The Lincoln Inn, one of two remaining historical focal points at the Five Corners intersection, 
was built between 1857 and 1869.  In 1869, a building owned by W.J. Beach is indicated at this 
location on the Beers’ county atlas.  The property has operated as an inn for over one hundred 
years.  Sanborn Fire Insurance maps from the late 19th and first half of the 20th century depict 
the structural evolution of the building.  The first time the building is indicated as the Lincoln Inn 
is on the 1922 Sanborn map.  The main block of the building is a 2 ½-story wood frame side 
gable form with a brick center chimney, slate roof, and clapboard siding.  A Queen Anne style 
two-story bay window topped by a pedimented gable is on the north elevation.  Beneath the 
eaves are brackets and a decorative cornice.  Since at least 1898, a 2 ½-story ell has extended 
from the east elevation of the main block; it has a pedimented gable end oriented north, echoing 
the pedimented gable atop the bay window on the main block.  An arched opening with a drip 
molding is centered in the gable’s ell.  The other windows in the ell and main block have peaked 
hoods and otherwise simple surrounds.  In the early 20th century, a porch extended along the 
length of the north elevation of the ell and wrapped around to the east elevation.  Today, a one-
story enclosed porch extends along the north and west elevations of the building; the main 
entrance is located on the west elevation.  The porch is topped with a simple straight 
balustrade.   
 
The 19th century carriage house topped with a cupola is located at the southeast corner of the 
inn.  The carriage house has been altered by the installation of a three-part picture window on 
the west elevation and removal of the original carriage bays.  Between 1910 and 1922, the 
existing two-story flat roofed addition was built onto the southwest corner of the original main 
block.  A Palladian window at the junction of the main block and addition appears to be the only 
modification to the fenestration on the east elevation.  The addition has the same window 
surrounds as the main block.  In the late 20th century, a one-story shed roof enclosed porch was 
added to the south elevation of the building, extending east almost to the carriage house.  Also 
during the late 20th century a hipped roof brick gas station was built immediately north of the inn.  
The Lincoln Inn meets National Register Criteria A and C as a locally significant example of an 
inn and tavern at a historic crossroads in Essex Junction, and as one of two remaining historic 
buildings (the other a former inn, is now the village offices located diagonally across the Five 
Corners intersection from the inn).  Together these two buildings anchor the intersection.  
Architecturally, the building is a good example of Victorian architecture and, despite additions to 
the building, it retains a relatively high degree of integrity with respect to design, materials and 
workmanship.  The carriage house, although altered, contributes to the property’s historical 
significance, as it still conveys its historical relationship as an outbuilding.  The gas station in 
front of the inn, located on a separate tax parcel, alters the inn’s setting, and does not contribute 
to the significance of the property.  See Appendix C for VTrans survey form. 
 
55. Lincoln Hall, 1 Pearl Street (Photo 61; SR 0405-78) 
In circa 1820, Abram Stevens built a two-story brick tavern in downtown Essex Junction.  The 
wood frame wing was added sometime after 1858.  The building continued to function as a 
tavern and hotel until 1911 when it was sold to the village.  Since then it has been used for a 
variety of municipal services, and in 1963 the brick, flat roof wing was added.  This property is 
listed in the Vermont State Register.   
 
56. Lincoln Street Historic District, 8-41 Lincoln Street (Photo 62; SR 0405-42) 
An enclave of some twenty residences that date between circa 1870 and the 1920s that exhibit 
architectural styles such the Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, and bungalow styles.  Heading 
Lincoln Street is the 1929 Colonial Revival style Brownell Library, which doubled in size through 
late 20th century additions to the rear (west) elevation.  This district is listed in the Vermont 
State Register.   
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Table 3-2 

Architectural Resources in Circ A/B Corridor 
 

Map ID # 
VT State 

Register #/ 
Potentially 
Eligible? 

Name Address Date of Construction 

Williston 
A 0417-72 Cherry Hill 6738 Williston Road ca. 1806 
B 0417-06 VonSchoppe House 511 Redmond Road ca. 1845 
 
 
B. VonSchoppe House, 511 Redmond Road (Photo 68; SR 0417-06) 
The VonSchoppe House is a circa 1845 1 ½-story brick Greek Revival style farmhouse.  The 3 
by 2 bay house has a central entry and replacement 1/1 sash.  An attached shed on the 
southern gable end connects the house to a late 20th century clapboard-clad garage.  This 
property is listed in the Vermont State Register.   
 
3.3.2 Exempt Resource: Interstate 89 
 
The proposed project results in modifications to a small portion of Interstate 89 at the 
interchange that connects with VT 2A.  Interstate 89 is considered part of the Interstate Highway 
System, or “Interstate System”, and would be considered eligible for inclusion in the National 
Register. 
 
The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation has approved an exemption that would relieve 
federal agencies, including the FHWA, from the requirement of taking into account the effects of 
their undertakings on the Interstate Highway System, except with regard to certain individual 
elements or structures that are part of the system.  This exemption was published in the Federal 
Register on March 10, 2005 (vol. 70, no. 46). 
 
Essentially, the exemption releases the FHWA from “the Section 106 requirement of having to 
take into account the effects of their undertakings on the Interstate System, except for a limited 
number of individual elements associated with the system.  The exemption embodies the view 
that the Interstate System is historically important, but only certain particularly important 
elements of that system, as noted below, warrant consideration.  Such elements would still be 
considered under Section 106.  The exemption takes no position on the eligibility of the 
Interstate System as a whole. 
 
“The Interstate System elements that will still be considered under Section 106 are limited to 
certain defined elements, such as historic bridges, tunnels, and rest areas, that: (a) Are at least 
50 years old, possess national significance, and meet the national Register eligibility criteria (36 
CFR part 63); (b) are less than 50 years old, possess national significance, meet the National 
Register eligibility criteria, and are of exceptional importance; or (c) were listed in the National  
Register, or determined eligible for the National Register by the Keeper pursuant to 36 CFR part 
63, prior to the effective date of the exemption.”1

 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Federal Register, vol. 70, no. 46, Thursday, March 10, 2006. 
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3.3.3 Archaeological Resources 
 
Introduction 
The Circ A/B corridor has been the subject of numerous archaeological studies, and much is 
known about the archaeological resources within this corridor.  Many of these studies were 
undertaken during archaeological survey and evaluation work conducted for the originally 
proposed alignments of the Chittenden County Circumferential Highway (CCCH) project; these 
studies included Phase I, II, and III level studies and were conducted as part of the Section 106 
process for that project.  Other studies within and near the Circ A/B corridor were conducted as 
part of permit applications related to various residential and commercial development projects.  
The results of these studies are described in the UVM CAP report (Thomas, UVM CAP 2002) 
and summarized below. 
 
Precontact Archaeological Resources 
Based on the archaeological studies performed for the Circ A/B corridor, a total of 52 precontact 
native American sites are located within the general vicinity of the corridor.  The majority of the 
sites are located within the Allen Brook and Muddy Brook watersheds, in the southern and 
central portions of the corridor.  The 52 sites represent the breadth of Vermont prehistory, from 
the Paleoindian period to the Late Woodland period, circa 9500 B.C. to A.D. 1600.  The sites 
found in the vicinity of the corridor represent a variety of sizes and functions, ranging from small 
single occupation encampments to large, multi-component sites with multiple activity areas. 
 
As noted above, the Circ A/B corridor was studies through the Phase III data recovery stage; 
therefore, the final alignment for the original CCCH project has been cleared for construction 
relative to archaeological resources.  If the selected alternative Circ A/B alignment for the Circ-
Williston Transportation Project follows the previously studied CCCH Segments A and B 
corridor, then there will be very little need for additional archaeological investigation.   
 
Historic (Euro-American) Archaeological Resources 
 
Similar to the precontact Native American archaeological resources described in the previous 
section, the Circ A/B corridor has been thoroughly studied for historic Euro-American 
archaeological sites. One historic period site, the former Elisha Miller log cabin north of US 2 
and south of Allen Brook) was identified within the Circ A/B corridor as part of the studies 
conducted for the CCCH project.  This site was determined to be eligible for listing on the 
National Register.  If the selected Circ A/B alignment alternative follows the previously studied 
CCCH Segments A and B corridor, then no further archaeological investigations would likely be 
necessary. 
 
Further detailed information regarding archaeological resources is provided in the 
Archaeological Phase IB Site Identification Survey in Appendix B.   


