
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix D 
 

Individual Comments (E-Mail and Website) 
 



First and Last Name Julia Blake 

Company  

Address line 1  

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 

Comment Hello, I was unable to attend the Jericho session so want to put my 2 cents  
worth in. 1) I am really excited about the idea of a GREENBELT around  
Burlington! I think it would certainly be something generations of people 
would  
appreciate. 
2) I have spent a lot of time in Europe, especially England, and I am a fan  
of roundabouts. They work really well so long as the rules are clear to 
drivers. I know we need to do something about traffic in Chittenden County, 
but I hope  
all options will be carefully studied. The image of Williston type sprawl  
spreading even further out into the county is really disheartening. 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Rachael Bliss 

Company  

Address line 1 PO Box36 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields North Montpelier, VT 05666 

Comment This project is years over due. Time to stop wasting so much money and 
finish the job! 

 



First and Last Name Margaret Bonham 

Company  

Address line 1 855 Bolton Valley Access Rd. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Bolton, VT 05676 

Comment Why are we wasting taxpayers dollars starting from scratch on this project? 
And why don't you just let the voters "vote" on the solution to the problem. 
This issue has been going on for far too long. Don't try to reinvent the wheel. 

 



First and Last Name Jennifer Booth 

Company  

Address line 1  

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Colchester, VT 05446 

Comment I am strongly in favor of constructing a new roadway connection between 
Route I-89 and Vermont Route 289 and other roadways. It would make Route 
289 much more useful - right now it seems like a highway in the middle of 
nowhere, and all it needs to maximize its potential is a connection to I-89. 
Constructing a new roadway would greatly reduce congestion in many areas, 
congestion that I see every day and experience every day as I travel to and 
from work. Most of the traffic I see is coming from Colchester, Essex, and 
Essex Junction, so building this roadway would have a significant positive 
impact for people traveling to and from those areas. I do not think it would 
have a negative environmental impact on rural Vermont - if anything, it would 
improve it by keeping traffic flowing freely and reducing pollution that results 
from the current traffic congestion problem. People should have the freedom 
to live in remote, rural areas while still having easy access to the 
Burlington/Williston areas, as this is where many people need to go to earn a 
living and shop. They should not have to sit in traffic to get to work every 
morning, which only increases stress and other problems related to traffic 
congestion. 

 



First and Last Name Marcia 
Marcia Bourne 

Company  

Address line 1 206 Melrose st 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Brattleboro, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Ms. patricia brushett 

Company Chittenden East School District 

Address line 1 2899 Hinesburg Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Richmond, VT 05477 

Comment I would like the people on this committee to consider the legacy you will be 
leaving for  future generations.   What will they say about how this impacted 
the quality of their lives.  Will the rural character of Vermont be be preserved? 
The wildlife protected? Will they be able to migrate and have enough habitat? 
Will there be a green belt?  Will development be limited along it?  Places for 
future generations to recreate?  Will it support community and 
neighborhoods?  Will this add more cars to the roads?  Will it help move  
Chittenden county closer to long term traffic solutions of mass transit?  OR will 
it just be more roads and more sprawl when we can't seem to maintain the 
transportation system we currently have and sprawl is all too common?  We 
as a community now have the opportunity to decide what happens to this 
land.  Be visionary.  Be creative.  Think about the children.  Create something 
you will always be proud of.  Make it green. You don't have to do what 
everyone else has done around the country.  Vermont has been a leader- 
take a risk--lead.   What is driving this? If it has to be, then please consider 
who we are,  what Vermonters value and save some for the children. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Mark Bullock 

Company  

Address line 1 496 Braeloch Rd. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Colchester, VT 05446 

Comment I am 100 percent for the circ highway. I drive from Chimney corners to IBM 
everyday and I sit in traffic throughout the route I take. I know for a fact that 
the completed circ would reduce my commute time and polution. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Paul Burke 

Company  

Address line 1 Pomfret Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Town, VT 05452 

Comment I write in favor of completing the circ.   
I have read most of the arguments both pro and con, but have not heard from 
any folks who have balanced the pros and cons in a collaborative way.  As an 
engineer, I know that anything can be accomplished - it is just a matter of 
budget and payback. 
 
The highway should be completed.  We should have a long term plan  with 
future development in mind.  If planned correctly the circ., can be a 
concentrated area of commercial, residential, and industrial zones which seed  
VT's future for 75 years.  This must be controlled with a Gov't appointed board 
made of multidisciplines. 
This will curb sprawl, create a strong economy, allow the vast majority of the 
state to remain tranquil, and serene, yet be accessible to 90% of our 
population within an hour's drive from home. 
We need to think beyond this fight of today and have vision as we are 
responsible for our State's future and the future of our children.  Too many 
Vermonters are leaving and being replaced by folks who have cashed in 
elsewhere only to retreat to VT and suppress opportunity for general 
populous. 
This highway can be built responsibly.  We can set the National standard for 
proper planning and construction.  This is our biggest opportunity to determine 
our States future.  Let's do this right and together. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Randolph Burnett 

Company  

Address line 1 16 Bluestem Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex, VT 05452 

Comment Greetings, 
 
I appoligize in advance for my writing skills, but I'd like to voice an oppinion 
about the proposed circ highway as I will not be in town durring the open 
house dates listed in March. 
 
I am one who rarely speaks out publicly on such issues, but felt that this issue 
is important to me and one that I felt does not get enough people to speak out 
on who really do support the proposed circ. highway. 
 
In short I'd like to express that the current transportation system in Chittenden 
County is poor in my oppinion.  The roads are congested, the comute times 
are long and the overall safety on the current roads are poor. 
 
I feel that development has been allowed to occur in our surrounding 
communities, however we have lacked the ability to improve the necessary 
infrastructure to handle the growth that has occured over the last few 
decades. 
 
Athough many are very concernd with environmental impacts of new roads, 
sprawl and other like issues, we must balance those concerns with efficient, 
productive and safe transportation. 
 
Construction techniques today are much improved with concern to protecting 
our environments and I feel that many judge new development projects with 
views of old methods of control which is not fair. 
 
I also feel that those who generally speak out are often the minority and those 
who do not want something. 
 
I hope that I will be considered one who comments on behalf of those who 
almost never speak out as I have never done so before. 
 
My personal feeling is that if the issue where put to a county vote we would 
find the vast majority in support.  It's just that the minority seems to be the one 
that "shout" the loudest when it comes to improved roads and development 
projects. 
 
I hope that the study will show that the proposed circ. highway  is in desperate 
need. 
 
Thank you for providing the opportunity to voice my oppinion. 
 
Randy Burnett 

 



First and Last Name Robert Burrows 

Company  

Address line 1 8 Clems Drive 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Junction, VT 05452 

Comment I have lived in Essex Junction, Vt for over 20 years near the intersection of Vt 
Route 15 and Susie Wilson Road. I have seen what traffic was like before the 
first stage of the circ and what it is like now.  
I believe that the first stage of the circ has greatly improved traffic flow here in 
the village and in the general area. I also believe that it is necessary to build 
the next stage to continue to improve traffic flow. At this time we still have 
traffic jams at most major intersections during rush hours, where hundreds of 
cars spew tons of pollution, while they sit nearly motionless. Neither public 
transportation nor environmental impact studies are going to have an near 
term impact on this fact. Building the next stage of the circ will improve this 
situation. 
The out of state interests, that are currently stalling the next stage of the circ, 
should be held responsible for this added pollution that is being created while 
the circ is on hold. 
The other concern voiced by these foreign interests is that this road will result 
in further sprawl. Let's face the facts - a growing need for homes by an ever 
growing population causes sprawl. If these people want to help fight sprawl, 
maybe they can provide family planning services or provide financial 
incentives to living in high rise apartments in the city. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Bill Butler 

Company  

Address line 1 23 Bentley Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment I would like this process to take great care to preserve animal habitat 
connectivity, also agricultural activity, and to create non-motorized 
recreational opportunities. No matter what future shape the "Circ" takes, I 
want it to contain a GREENBELT, as wide as possible. 

 



First and Last Name Dr. Mary Canales 

Company  

Address line 1 12 Green Dolphin Drive 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields South Burlington, VT 05403 

Comment Considering all of the pressing needs of the state, this highway would be a 
major source of revenue drain. The proposed Circumferential highway would 
cost a huge amount of public funds that could more wisely be spent. For 
example on funding the Medicaid program so children can continue to receive 
necessary health care and elders can be taken care of appropriately. 
There are many less costly and more environmentally friendly alternatives: 
· We should make a greater commitment to public transit-bus and/or rail.  
· More aggressively implement plans to reduce single occupancy vehicles.  
Many other companies in the U.S have implemented such plans successfully. 
· Increased support for bike and pedestrian transportation needs. 
· More support to strengthen our town centers.  
· Route 2A improvements that could be made, including widening and the use 
of  
roundabouts. 
 
There are also some issues that need a closer examination: 
· The effect of the Circ on sprawl and the detrimental effect on the vitality  
of our town centers should be explored fully.  
· The effect of the Circ on wildlands and agricultural lands, especially in  
eastern Chittenden County.  
· Planners need to accept the possibility that if we build a road for IBM, they  
could depart shortly after. They need to address that possible consequence. 
· There is no evidence that the Circ will relieve congestion in the county and  
realistic models should address this question. Some reports have indicated 
that the circ may only save commuters 5-7 minutes of time. This is not worth 
the expense or negative impact on the surrounding environment  
· The EIS should address the economic and jobs question directly, since  
evidence indicates that the Circ would not create jobs, but just shift them.  
· The EIS should address how we will fund other transportation needs when 
the  
Circ takes away so many dollars for its construction and future maintenance.  
· The EIS should address the water and air pollution side effects of the Circ.  
 
 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Brent Carpenter 

Company  

Address line 1 103 North Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Westford, VT 05494 

Comment Here are several point that I believe  work in favor for having the Circ finished 
here in the Champlain Valley. 
 
1.Has anyone studied the impact on the car exhaust created while waiting at 
the 5 corners in Essex.  For us, the wait at the 5 corners at 7:30 am and 5:30 
pm is on average 20 mins per trip, x5 days a week for a total of 3 lost hours 
sitting at the 5 corners.  If there were less traffic at this intersection, it would 
be safer to travel through on foot or bike. 
 
2.)  Chittenden County has housing goals for the decade of +/-1300 units for 
Colchester alone.  We cannot support the current commuters that we have, 
how can we support the additional commuters when they arrive without the 
circ?  We need to think long range. 
 
3.)  Roundabouts are dangerous!  Look at the history of the Round About on 
Route 3 near Cape Cod, or any on Route 128 in northern Mass.  There is no 
room for one at the 5 Corners in Essex.  If one was put in, how would 
pedestrians be able to get through this intersection?  The pedestrians would 
have to navigate traffic that is traveling at a greater rate of speed then it does 
currently.  In addition to the greater rate of speed, pedestrians would have the 
added burden of the drivers paying attention to trying to navigate the Round 
About and making the exit they are trying to get to.   
 
4.)  This week we had flooding that closed the North Williston Road.  To travel 
around situation, I needed to drive all the way to Richmond to then drive north 
on Route 2 to get to where my wife works.  There was a line of traffic about 
1/4 to 1/2 mile long.  This added an additional 25 minutes to our commute.  If 
there Circ where in place, my trip would not have been re-routed.   
 
5.)  If there were a train service that came into Westford, or Milton (a service 
that wouldn't be effected by snowfall and the traffic that snowfall creates) I 
would be interested in this mode of transportation.  Bus service is too  
susceptable to traffic slowing down, and I would waste less time by driving my 
own car. 

 



First and Last Name Brent Carpenter 

Company Community Health Center of Burlington 

Address line 1  

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Burlington, VT 

Comment Please help us.  We need the circ… 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Jim Carroll 

Company Self Employed 

Address line 1 P O Box 1108 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho center, VT 05465 

Comment There are very serious defects in the governmental process in Vermont and 
Chittenden County. However the "circ" and the citizens it would improve 
quality of life for are being held hostage because many others are not doing 
their job. Sprawl is not and will not be a function of a road. The road is 
necessary for what is there today. A suggestion that running large semis 
through a traffic circle at five corners has no contact with reality. A traffic circle 
is not a solution to mixed pedestrian and vehicular traffic. So this is nothing 
more that a limp blocking theory 20 million wouldn't pay the lawyers.. Anyone 
who has participated in takings and highway construction know that the " 
alternatives proposal is not green and not feasable. But they don't live on or 
near these roads and don't commute over them. A constructive plan would be 
to properly and promptly build the circ. Create a green zone all along it's path. 
Ban any fast food -gas -big box- or associated "unsightly traffic jammers from 
a wide band around the road. This should be done by act 250 resolution , 
regional plan and town zoning immediately. Ensure multi-model access thru 
ther circ right of way and plentiful commuter pooling lots. Encourage by 
design small efficient green vehicles thru tax incentives and by banning cetain 
vehicles during certain periods of time. Let's stop wasting money on conflict. 
The facts are clear stopping, idling , and starting up vehicles consumes 
precious time, fuel and seriously pollutes the air and hense the water. Make 
provsions for  electric monorail ( ala 1960 Walt Disney the clean people mover 
in the buid out design and start working on it's construction. Vaot should be 
ashamed of it's infrastructure condition, political infighting and gross inability 
to advance the cause of people and goods movement in harmoney with life 
style objectives. It is very much not the circ , it is the visionless and horrible 
ability to cause positive creative implementation of true solutions by the 
Employees of the State of Vermont. The Hutchensen River parkway was built 
over 50 years ago and provided a pleasant restricted access highway that is 
today a model. Send our Vaot to epcot/disney and let them see how private 
enterprize moves people with cars and promotes healthy walking. If the VAOT 
can't get a positive progressive action plan that flies fast then it's time for 
some serious resignations. Doing the same thing and expecting a different 
result is the definition off insanity. VAOT has virtually no support from any 
sector I have spoken with. Not the overworked plow drivers. The bloated 
ineffectual staff that interfere with commerce, cannot implement funded 
programs and cannot lead the public with creative flexable timely solutions to 
the needs of it's constituencey. The recent response to the Williston Park and 
ride ( a idiot knows you reduce volume by pooling in safe convenient lots. 
What is the excuse for that not being constucted this summer. Too much work 
to retype " we Need now" on an old report and completing a act250 
application. More lame excuses from the " do little and interfer crowd'. If you 
can't get the job done and lead then have the courage to resign and someone 
with some energy , motivation willingness to commit get the job done. 25 kids 
that walk 117 and their parents could have convinced Judge William Sessions 
that there is no viable alternative to todays problems and that you have a grip 
on the future. I have watched wrongful deaths, unnecessary delays, lame 
excuses from VAOT for so many years that most of us have resolved to do no 



projects that have any contact or direct requirements from VAOT . You should 
view this impasse as a report card on the ineptness of the organization to 
lead, educate or build. This project was a demonstration project , planned by 
the local people funded federally 30 years ago. But VAOT could not have their 
domain threatened by a Regional Authority so they had to Block it. Put it on 
the List with the Bolton Exit ( 34 mile round trip if exit is missed)( ask the 
family of the poor priest who died or the child with the brain injury waiting for 
the ambulence. Let's wait for the land to be developed before you build the 
very necessary Milton Exit. ( What a pathetic patch job at17.How about the  
189 termination at route 7 a monument to the VAOT . The agency can't even 
fiqure out to use the road that is already built to stop south bound from 
interfereing with route 7 traffic. How about the political deal to allow the 
Williston development to go forward with out the 21 million in impact fees and 
road construction. So now you have grid lock and stopped cars in the travel 
lane of the interstate. ( That has worked real well for INS in New York). Is 
there anyone there with carisma, courage and lack of need to protect the 
status Quo? I've watched all the funds get squandered, innocent people die, 
the Vermont economy decimated and Pike and Whitcomb get rich. They even 
got convicted and VAOT didn't even bring a civil action. 
 
Will the Next 20 years be as pathetic and filled nothing as people and places 
get wasted or will you get off your asses, lead, educate and innovate. 
 
I bet same old same old a organization resposable to no-one going nowhere 
and losing lots of money while mini vans sit filled with kids parked on the 
interstate. I hope it's not your family or loved ones who's blood gets spilt 
because necessary public infrastruture wastes. 
 
 Is anyone there with a pulse. The hearing with Sessions is evidence not of 
the power of CLF but the lack of skill and prepration and use of the public 
media for the benefit of the people who live here. Did you ever think of 
bringing some video to the hearing? 50 years ago we learned that one picture 
speaks a 1000 words. Insist on hearings at the turabout sites themselves with 
flags showing the circles inside 200 year old buildings with kids dodging 
semi's. How many years and dollars to get the right o ways to build the 
roudabouts that those towns don't want. I beg you to show us that someone at 
VAOT has a pulse, can lead, knows how to present absolute unequivable 
facts. Video.  Show a good road and smart zoning to keep Mcdonalds from 
spoiling our commute.Show employers that VAOT is ready to function as a 
player on the mobility stage. Don't under estimate your opponents. They have 
no facts to support the sprawl case. It's not well planned and executed roads 
that causes sprawl it's poor zoning and politics. Walmart is not from Vermont, 
nor is Mcdonalds Mobil or Shell. Who do we want to reward the robber barons 
or our grandchildren. 
 
The ball is in your court to present a clear positive plan or more waste and 
BS. 
 
Please send me a copy of this Email it is rude not to allow me to print a copy 
of my input. 
 
I would be happy to meet with you, assist in any way. I really believe Vermont 
and my children and grandchildren should see that we did something!!!!!!!!!! 

 



First and Last Name Mr. matthew chapek 

Company  

Address line 1 4 krug road 

Address line 2 po box 132 

City, ST, Zip fields underhill center, VT 05490 

Comment The circ highway is not necessary if we were to have a reliable public 
transportation system ie buses.  The idea of roundabouts should be studied or 
experimented with first before implementation.  Park and ride systems with 
bus relays seem feasible.  Thank-you. 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Betsy Chapek 

Company educator 

Address line 1 4 Krug Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Underhill Ctr., VT 05490 

Comment I strongly encourage a humanely focused plan for vehicle development.  It 
seems a perfect opportunity to shift our thinking about land use.  A greenbelt 
however small is healthier for all of us on this earth.  Please think and act 
outside the box! 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Brad Chenette 

Company Chenette Real Estate 

Address line 1 30 Kimball Avenue 

Address line 2 Suite 201 

City, ST, Zip fields South Burlington, VT 05403 

Comment Nice to have a web site for the Circ project.  I've tried to find a link that shows 
a map of the designed route both in Williston that the current EIS is for, and 
for the entire I-289 route including the existing built section.  This would help 
in having the public understand the "bigger picture" and help me as a Realtor 
direct potential home buyers to an official site that has good information.   
I always try to inform the buying consumer of the circ project and discuss the 
potential benefit in future commuting options and potential impact of living 
near a complete highway so no one is "surprised" that a highway will be built 
after they move in. 
A link to a complete route map would be a nice addition to the www.circeis.org 
site. 

 



First and Last Name John Clark 

Company  

Address line 1  

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Wilmington, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Edie Clompus 

Company  

Address line 1 PO Box 908 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Westminster, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Bill Coddington 

Company  

Address line 1 54 Greenfield Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Junction, VT 05452 

Comment 1) 53ft. Semi Truck traffic on 2A would decrease if the Williston-Essex leg is 
completed.  This type truck traffic from Industrial Ave. goes both directions on 
2A; some thru Tafts Corners to the Interstate (and return), and many go into 
Essex Junction 5 Corners. Providing a road with fewer slow downs and/or 
stops will reduce pollution and increase fuel efficiency for all vehicles, not just 
these large trucks.  
2) Round-abouts work in Europe when all vehicles are relatively the same 
size.  I would hate to get caught in a Round-about with a couple of 53ft Semi 
Trucks.  The Round-abouts would have to be a half mile in diameter to 
accommodate the variety of traffic that travels on Route 2A.  I don’t think the 
people of Essex and Williston would want to give up this much land to 
accommodate 6 Round-abouts of this size. 
3) I travel frequently between I-89 and the Essex area, and would find another 
bridge across the Winooski River very helpful.  Especially when there are 
traffic problems near the Winooski dam, or when the North Williston Road 
fields flood.  Fire and Safety officials would also appreciate this additional 
option. 
4) Please include planning for Park and Ride areas near the exits, and a 
Walking/Bike path along the route. 
 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Betsy Combs 

Company  

Address line 1 61 Briar Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Junction, VT 05452 

Comment I am concerned about increased traffic and in particular, traffic circles, in the 
village of Essex Junction at Five Corners.  Currently, my children walk to 
school and enjoy being able to walk to extra curricular activities, the library, 
the teen center as well as many shops.  Introducing traffic circles to our area 
cuts our community in half making our village less accessible to the very 
children who have been encouraged to walk and bike the area. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Chad Conant 

Company  

Address line 1 81 Church Street 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Vergennes, VT 05491 

Comment Thanks for all the info.  I say, lets finish this project for the sake of progress. 

 



First and Last Name David Conrad 

Company  

Address line 1 35 Wilson Street 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Burlington, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Robert  Cookman 

Company  

Address line 1 3407 S. Bayley-Hazen Rd. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Wells River, VT 05081 

Comment The Project should go forward as planned in 2004. There is a limit to how 
much planning and re-planning can be done. A lot of related planning has 
already been implemented relative to Tafts corner and the Essex 5 corners. 
These plans were based on the assumption that the Circ would be completed. 
With the Circ project held up, we are experiencing all the problems normally 
attributed to a lack of planning. 
Again I urge, build the Circ as designed in 2004, and complete the plan. 20 
years of planning and studying is enough. 

 



First and Last Name Aurelia Corcoran 

Company  

Address line 1 2722 Mountain Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Bristol, VT 05443 

Comment it sounds like a good idea.but keep the enviorment in mind. make it 
enviormentally friendly as you can. good luck!! 

 



First and Last Name Beth Cota 

Company  

Address line 1 14218 Route 116 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Hinesburg, VT 05461 

Comment I believe that this project should continue. As it stands right now, it only serves 
half of its original purpose.  You can study the life out of it.  Finish the project 
and let the public benefit from it. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Larry Crist 

Company  

Address line 1 32 South Hill Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Underhill, VT 05489 

Comment Two comments: 
1.  There should be adequate greenbelt provided for animal habitat. 
2.  There should be an analysis of how we are going to pay for road upkeep 
on a Circ extension when the state can't keep up with its current pavement 
needs.  Example:  the current leg of the Circ isn't adequately maintained now, 
nor are the state roads leading to it.  How is the state going to keep up with 
additional roads?   
Thanks 

 



First and Last Name James Crouse 

Company  

Address line 1 44 Hillside Circle 

Address line 2 Essex Junction 

City, ST, Zip fields , VT 

Comment Please build the circ highway now. 

 



First and Last Name Jim  Cunningham 

Company  

Address line 1 65 Munsill Ave. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Bristol, VT 05443- 

Comment I'm for the Circ highway but there should be a greenway with it. 

 



First and Last Name Dave Damkot 

Company  

Address line 1 379 VT Route 15 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 

Comment Provide wider roads for bicycle use.  Bike too can feed people toward 
population centers.  Let me bike to Essex Cinema and Hannafords.  Let 
people bike/walk/jog on the land along the circ.  Work with churches for park 
and ride; grade and gravel their lots for quid pro quo - cheap, share. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. John Danley 

Company  

Address line 1 17 Murray RD 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Jct, VT 05452 

Comment I drive through 5 corners every day and the idea of roud abouts as a solution 
is idiodic. It is a CLF solution that is aimed at stiffling a community ability to 
naturally grow or flounder on it's own. Reaks of a trust fund version of a Soviet 
5 year plan. 

 



First and Last Name Pat Dasaro 

Company  

Address line 1 18 Lawrence 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 

Comment Traffic congestion, safety, lack of roads for emergency vehicles just some of 
the reasons we need the circ to be built.  Growth and development will 
continue without new roads.  The circ was built to route traffic away from the 
village of Essex Junction and no emergency vehicles can get through.  Also 
rely a couple of ways access the river, when the river floods the roads close 
and traffic is rerouted to already congested roads.  Traffic flowing into 
Burlington travelling west from Morrisville has increased three fold over 10 
years.  We must create alternative roads for people to leave work and play in 
Burlington and north and east. 

 



First and Last Name Carl Davis 

Company  

Address line 1  

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields N. Montpelier, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Eugene Day III 

Company  

Address line 1 18 Adsit Ct 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Burlington, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A.  The alternatives put forward by the Vermont 
Smart Growth Collaborative do just that. 
 
Personally, I would like to see Five Corners in Essex turned into four with 
the one area surrounded by shops turned into a pedestrian mall.  Traffic 
will flow much more smoothly with four corners.  
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Deena DeMartino 

Company  

Address line 1 2523 North Williston Rd. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Williston, VT 05495 

Comment WE NEED THE CIRC.  There is so much traffic on North Williston Rd, it is non 
stop all day and worse during commuting time to work. With new 
developments going in around us, this road cannot deal with more traffic. I do 
not believe our population will decrease...we need the circ to accomadate 
traffic now and in the future. It isn't going to cost less in 10 years, prices will 
only go up. As a rural community there is so much traffic one can't bike or 
walk safely on North Williston Rd and Mt View Rd. I think we can find a way to 
put this road in and keep things as environmentally friendly as possible. I think 
it is ridiculous to say that it will cause sprawl..its the population that causes it 
and it is inevitably. No one is worried about the gas and pollution all the SUV's 
cause. Those people complaining about the circ and sprawl probably drive 
one! I'm tired of hearing not in my back yard, we have to take care of things in 
the present and look toward the future. WE NEED THE CIRC NOW! 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Chris Detwiller 

Company University of Vermont 

Address line 1 658 Malletts Bay Ave. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Colchester, VT 05446 

Comment I would like to take this chance to advocate for the creation of a greenbelt 
around Burlington as an alternative to the circumferential highway.  The land 
has been obtained, and this is a unique opportunity for Burlington to show its 
dedication toward smart growth.  This greenbelt can achieve many things, 
from conserving open space, to habitat proptection, and most promisingly, an 
extension of the wonderful bike trails we have around Burlington that would 
allow people to commute by bike to work.  Indeed, we need not make it easier 
for people to drive; this will simply lead to more people deciding to drive, an 
we will reach the same problem anew.  We need to come up with better 
alternative transportation, and an amazing start would be to dedicate the circ 
land to a unique and beautiful greenbelt surrounding our wonderful city.  
Thank you. 

 



First and Last Name Thomas DiSilvio 

Company  

Address line 1 12 Ledgemere St. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Burlington, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Mike Dubie 

Company  

Address line 1 99 Brigham Hill Rd. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Jct., VT 05452 

Comment We travel through Essex Town to Williston almost every evening and find the 
traffic outrageous.  Anyone who is against the circ obviously has not driven 
this route. Whoever references the minimal time savings of a circ apparently 
isn't taking account sitting in traffic.  Come on, get real, this is the 21st century 
and we have been trying to build this thing for 40 years.  When I IBM closes 
the door and moves the rest of thier operation to Fishkill, we will wonder why 
us Vermont residents let an out of state extremest organization like the 
Conservative Law Foundation to negatively impact our lives. Please, build the 
rest of the circ. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Matthew Dugan 

Company  

Address line 1 309 South Winooski Avenue 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Burlington, VT 05401 

Comment I would like for the Environmental Impact Study to include consideration of the 
Smart Growth 
Collaborative's proposed alternatives. 
 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Sally Duval 

Company  

Address line 1 98 Sleepy Hollow Rd 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Jct, VT 05452 

Comment The Circ Highway should not be built for many reasons: it will promote sprawl; 
it will not decrease trip time significatly; it   creates a barrier for trails , bike 
paths, walkers, wildlife , etc; its cost continues to soar. A better use for the 
land would be a greenbelt. Please consider the roundabout option. 

 



First and Last Name Annie Dwight 

Company  

Address line 1  

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields South Burlington, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Marlys Eddy 

Company University of Vermont 

Address line 1 PSS, 105 Carrigan Dr. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Burlington, VT 05405 

Comment I support the establishment of a greenbelt on the land appropriated for the circ 
highway. As a bicycle commuter I would like to see this include bicyle paths. I 
support concentrated town and city centers, as opposed to sprawl; the circ 
highway would steer us away from this goal. 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Eileen Elliott 

Company  

Address line 1 1123 Snipe Ireland Rd. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Richmond, VT 05477 

Comment The financial challenges facing Vermont today are far more intense than 
those confronting our state when the Circ was first conceived. That’s why it is 
wonderful to see the Vermont Agency of Transportation actively seeking and 
receiving excellent suggestions for more affordable alternatives to that project. 
Many of these ideas would save money while alleviating the traffic congestion 
experienced at times in Williston and Essex.  
 
In particular, I’m intrigued by the proposals for building roundabouts. Widely 
proven in much busier areas elsewhere and far easier to navigate than 
conventional rotaries and “traffic circles,” roundabouts are carefully designed 
to keep traffic moving quickly and safely through intersections without giving 
drivers a case of the white knuckles. Strategically placed roundabouts in 
Williston and Essex would not only save taxpayers millions of dollars, but they 
would also allow us to find a better use for the public land originally 
designated to be paved over for the Circ.  
 
One excellent idea being discussed is using that land for a greenbelt. I hope 
that idea also receives careful consideration in the weeks and months ahead. 
Any opportunity to create more opportunities for safe and inexpensive outdoor 
recreation in our towns and cities will get my vote.  
 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Bradford Elliott 

Company  

Address line 1 1123 Snipe Ireland Rd. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Richmond, VT 05477 

Comment The $60-million-dollar price tag on the Circ is far too much to pay for building 
a few miles of highway, especially in light of the fact that the taxes we’re 
already paying are woefully inadequate to fix the roads, highways and bridges 
that are crumbling here and throughout the State. We also need to take a 
hard look at the other costs that the Circ would bring to people in Williston, 
Essex and surrounding towns in terms of additional traffic, more noise, 
increased pollution, loss of home resale values and the decline of our 
downtown areas and village centers.  
 
There are plenty of sound alternatives to the Circ that won’t cost nearly as 
much money or damage our neighborhoods. (Two very promising and less 
costly ones are at vtsmartgrowth.org.) We owe it to ourselves to find 
alternatives – widening current roads, eliminating congested intersections, 
making public transportation more convenient and flexible, staggering the 
hours of local employers and schools, and others. The Circ’s planned route 
might even make an excellent greenbelt, and actually enhance the 
communities through which it passes instead of dividing and degrading them.  
 
Highways are at best a temporary fix for traffic congestion, and an extremely 
expensive and disruptive one at that. But by using our imaginations and not 
automatically caving to 1950s-like thinking, we can create a far stronger and 
more affordable foundation for sustained growth.  
 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Paul Engels 

Company  

Address line 1 15 Orchard Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields South Burlington, VT 05403 

Comment It is absolutely outrageous and idiotic that Chittenden County is not building 
roads that are necessary for people who live here. It forces all of us to drive 
on residential streets and through villages that have been destroyed by traffic. 
There is no reason in the world while all of Essex and Colchester have to be 
isolated from contact with the rest of the world because there is no political 
will to do some reasonable social and transportation planning. It would be so 
nice to exit I89 at exit 16 and zoom around Tafts Corners instead of through it 
to connect with the already built road that goes from 117 to 2A and should go 
beyond. I live in South Burlington and I am equally disturbed by the failure of 
the city of Burlington to build the southern connector into the city. All the traffic  
has to exit on to route 7 and the only way into the city is through residential 
neighborhoods some of which like the Maple Street neighborhood have been 
destroyed by the traffic. Face it there are automobiles and whether we like it 
or not we live in an automotive culture and roads must be built because the 
traffic is going to move somehow anyway. I appreciate the environmental and 
sprawl issues involved by the solution is not to stop all road building but to find 
communications alternatives to transportation which must happen on a much 
larger level than at the level of traffic in the five corners of Essex Junction. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. F.  Robert Ennis 

Company  

Address line 1 224 Kylie's Way 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Colchester, VT 05446-6289 

Comment The Circ is badly needed to reduce traffic congestion in the Chittenden area 
and should have been built 20 years ago. Traffic on Rt. 2A between Essex 
Junction and Taft Corners is a nightmare during to and from work hours. Also 
Kellogg Rd.,Severence Rd.,Susie Wilson Rd. and Rt.15. I was on Rt. 89 from 
the Colchester Exit 16 to Burlington Thursday, Jan. 27 at 8:20AM. The 
bumper-to-bumper traffic was backed up from Burlington to Colchester and 
moving at 10 to 20 miles per hour. Since the Circ had been put on "Fast-
Track" by the Federal Government I was surprised that something couldn't be 
done to continue construction. Hopefully Federal money for this highway will 
not be lost because of all of the "studies" and other delay tactics that have 
been going on for years. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. F.  Robert Ennis 

Company  

Address line 1 224 Kylie's Way 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Colchester, VT 05446-6289 

Comment Since the Circ was put on "Fast-Track" by the Federal government I was 
surprised that something couldn't be done to continue construction. I hope 
that Federal money for this highway will not be lost because of all of the 
studies and other delay tactics that have been going on for years. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Bill Eschholz 

Company  

Address line 1 44 Pleasant St. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Richmond, VT 05477 

Comment I hope that considerable thought is put into the process of deciding whether to 
complete the circ highway.  Whatever form it finally takes I think it presents a 
great opportunity to preserve a greenbelt area around it that would limit 
fragmentation and promote wildlife corridors and movement that would be 
severely restricted by sprawl development that usually accompanies projects 
of this nature. 

 



First and Last Name Steve Eustis 

Company  

Address line 1 18 Wilkinson Drive 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Junction, VT 

Comment I tried to use the internet comment form and it did not work. Thus I am 
trying to write you directly. Pleas einclude in the general comments about 
the Circ EIS. Thanks! 
 
 
I would like to commment on the Circ highway and its alternatives being 
studied. I am a runner who lives and works in the same community (Essex 
Junction) and rides my bike to work 8 months of the year. I have been very 
active in my community over the last 7-8 years in municipal goverment. 
 
The number one concern of mine that many people miss, is that any 
transportation change in Essex Junction, be it the Circ or an alternative, 
should not be designed to increase the throughput of cars through Essex 
Junction. Our community is urban - people should expect to move slowly 
here, 
just like they do in Burlington. Keeping traffic moving slowly on two lane 
roads keeps our community "human scale". Widening roads would make our 
compact village more like Williston Road discouraging pedestrians and 
bicyclists for safety reasons. Residents and businesses depend on on-street 
parking. A rotary at the 5 corners is also not desirable for safety 
concerns. There is nothing more safe than all traffic stopping and being 
able to cross the street. If a rotary increased throughput and no one ever 
had to "Stop" then how would we get across the street? This doesn't even go 
into the aesthetics of the situation and the physical area a rotary would 
take up 
- area that again would reduce our human scale community. 
 
Having a road straight to IBM and the transfer station would eliminate much 
of the truck traffic on our streets as well as through traffic on our 
community that has no intention of stopping and just takes up room on our 
roads. 
 
Some groups against the Circ cite sprawl as a negative aspect of the 
highway. The flip side of the issue is not having the highway would ruin the 
compact urban village of Essex Junction, the exact type of community 
anti-sprawl advocates are trying to create and preserve. Hopefully towns 
will keep their zoning tight, but even if they don't a little sprawl is 
better than destroying a great community by having five highways slice 
through it creating "walls". 

 



First and Last Name Jon  Fick 

Company  

Address line 1 152 Huntley Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Westford , VT 05494 

Comment The traffic on the feeder highways and roads surrounding the Five Corners, 
that is, RT 15 out through Jericho, RT 128 out through Westford, and RT 2A 
out through Colchester and through Williston, have gotten more and More and 
MORE congested over the last three years.  It takes me 50 minutes during 
rush hour to travel my 14 miles from Westford to Williston (RT 128 and RT 
2A)...even more if there is a even a quarter inch of snow on the road!  When 
are we going to end the ENDLESS succession of "studies", end the endless 
series of groups that demand their "day in court", and get STARTED on this 
sorely need project??? 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Erik Filkorn 

Company Filkorn Public Relations 

Address line 1 1379 Williams Hill Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Richmond, VT 05477 

Comment I would like to express my support for alternative methods of transportation in 
the area previously intended to be served by the Circ Highway. 
 
As a former resident of Los Angeles (yes, a flatlander), I experienced first 
hand, the advent of several panacea freeway projects and in EVERY case, 
the end result was bumper to bumper traffic. 
 
The long-term solution to this county's problems must be a multi-modal 
system that makes it easier to use public transportation and improves flow 
within existing corridors. 
 
60 million dollars could do so much good in this state. Please don't sink it into 
Eisenhower era planning that has been proven wrong in so many other metro 
areas. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Erik Filkorn 

 



First and Last Name Cheryl Fischer 

Company  

Address line 1 27 Bailey Avenue 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Montpelier, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
we need to look at alternatives that can fix traffic, protect the 
environment, and invest in businesses, bring jobs in our towns AND SAVE 
COMMUTERS MONEY.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that, BUT THEY HAVE FORGOTTEN ONE IMPORTANT OPTION - AN 
ALL OUT 
CAMPAIGN TO GET FOLKS TO RIDESHARE AND TAKE PUBLIC 
TRANSIT.   
 
THE PRICE OF GAS ISN\'T EVER GOING TO BE CHEAP AGAIN.  
CAMPAIGN THEME - CUT 
YOUR GAS COSTS IN HALF - SHARE A RIDE.  If each of us doubled up, we 
would 
each drive half as much and spend half what we do now on gas. 
 
I urge you to support the Smart Growth Coalition alternatives AND I urge you 
to have the courage to lead the campaign to get us out of our cars.  It will 
save Vermonters tons of dollars, personal and public.  Together we can build 
an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County and Vermont. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Walter D. Foley 

Company  

Address line 1 225 Foley Rd. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Colchester, VT 05446 

Comment I think if the Highway Dept.stops waiting for all the so called studies and just 
builds the Highway as it was supposed to have been done We would all not 
have to waste all money on the studies. Or is that the way to fatten someones 
wallet 

 



First and Last Name Jeff Forward 

Company  

Address line 1 2899 Hinesburg Rd 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Richmond, VT 05477 

Comment I would like to see a greenbelt considered for inclusion with the circ plans.  
Whether the circ gets built or not, establishing a greenbelt for habitat 
conservation and recreational opportunities would be an invaluable addition to 
our region. 

 



First and Last Name Mary Fratini 

Company  

Address line 1 106 East State St. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Montpelier, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Cindy Gage Stotz 

Company  

Address line 1 53 Mclellan Farm Rd 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Underhill, VT 05489 

Comment I am writing concerning the Circ Highway.  My husband and I moved here 
from New Hampshire because we were tired of the rampant sprawl we saw 
happening all around us while we lived there.  There are so few places left 
where small towns are the center of communities.  There are a thousand 
places we coiuld have moved if we had wanted to live on a "strip".  I am also 
concerned about the cost and environmental impact a project of this 
magnitude would incur.  As a resident of Vermont I would like to see as much 
research as possible done to insure we progress in a manner we will want to 
live with long term.  It  would be much harder to reclaim green space once the 
Circ is in place.  Please consider the Greenbelt idea.  As I sit here, writing, my 
6 month old and 3 year old daughters are playing on the floor next to me.  I 
would like them to have a greener future and an understanding of why theeir 
parents chose this place to live.  Thank you for your time. 

 



First and Last Name Alison Garand 

Company  

Address line 1  

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex, VT 

Comment We drive on the circ. highway daily and have noticed that it is particularly 
dangerous. We feel that there needs to be a median separating the 
north/south lanes. There have been a few deadly accidents and a median 
possibly could have prevented these accidents. It is very easy for someone 
to cross the center line whether there are good or bad road conditions.  Is 
this a consideration at all?  
 
We would also like to give our support to the circ expansion. We feel that 
it would provide much better access to our area and may in turn have many 
positive attributes.  
 
Thank you so much for your time and for giving us this opportunity to 
provide our input. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Karl Gartland 

Company IBM 

Address line 1 29 weathersfield bow 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex, VT 05452 

Comment We need the circurmferential highway to allieviate travel problems and 
improve our infrastructure 

 



First and Last Name Dr. Berta Geller 

Company  

Address line 1 147 Clark Rd 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Charlotte, VT 05445-9117 

Comment I think that money should not be spent on the Cir highway and instead we 
should support better public transportation in Chittenden county.   Developing 
the highway will only encourage increase use of cars, and development of our 
rural lands. 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Evelyne Germain 

Company  

Address line 1 6738 Williston Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Williston, VT 05495 

Comment I feel the present proposed Circ Highway is too big a project for this area.  
There is clearly not enough congestion to warrant spending so much money 
and changing the landscape of this area forever.  I believe we must continue 
to investigate  alternatives to the Circ.  Encouraging people to carpool, 
businesses letting employees start and finish work at various times through-
out the day so that there is less of a peak rush hour, widening roads, more 
public transportation, sidewalks, bikepaths, encouraging people to use their 
cars efficiently instead of running out several times per day, roundabouts, an 
overpass if possible at key intersections, and an extra exit off I89 for the Big 
box stores in Williston (which they should substantially fund). 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Daniel Gibson 

Company ?? 

Address line 1 1228 Cambridge Rd 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Cambridge, VT 05444 

Comment Isn't it time to put the bad idea of the Circ to rest. I mean, what really is 
motivating this project (money of course). I'm in favor of roundabouts in 
existing intersections and turning the circ land into public greensopace. A bike 
path maybe-New Jersy has been done and is there for all who love that type 
of thing to go to whenever they please. Let's offer the world something that's 
in ever diminshing availabilit and in increasing demand-a place to relax and 
breathe in peaceful environs. If you build it, they will come (the greenspace, 
not the Circ!!) 

 



First and Last Name Monique Gilbert 

Company  

Address line 1 29 Tarbox Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Karen Glitman 

Company  

Address line 1 442 Browns Trace Raod 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment Regardless of whether the circ is built or not Vermont should create a green 
belt to accomodate non motorized uses in this corridor. 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Chris Gluck 

Company Poker Hill Arts 

Address line 1 15 Poker Hill Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Underhill, VT 05489 

Comment I am not convinced that we even need the Circ but PLEASE, PLEASE, at 
least let us create a greenbelt around it that includes wildlife habitat. Thank 
you 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Lucy Gluck 

Company  

Address line 1 51 Blodgett St. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Burlington, VT 05401 

Comment I do not believe the CIRC highway is the best solution to the traffic problems 
in that area. No matter what decision is made about CIRC, I would like to see 
as much green belt space as possible and land set aside for wildlife 
preserves. Along with green belts and bike paths we need to consider the 
needs of wildlife. Please consider agricultural and recreational purposes as 
well. 

 



First and Last Name Dr. Ann Gnagey 

Company Vermont Technical College 

Address line 1 413 Brown's Trace 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment Communities and the Environment 
I have lived in Jericho since 1990 and have appreciated the rural character 
and sense of community—knowing our neighbors and helping each other.  
Over the past 15 years, the number of houses have more than doubled along 
our stretch of roadway threatening environmental quality and our community 
structure.  Key to that development has been the changes in land use and our 
transportation system. 
 
Land Use 
Fifty years ago, there was relatively little pressure for development of land but 
since that time, factor contributing to this problem include: 
•  “improved” road systems—people can live farther from their place of 
employment.   
• Big box stores have drained commerce from the towns and villages 
so people have no choice but to drive to Williston or Burlington for groceries, 
etc.   
• Soaring property taxes have pressured landowners to subdivide and 
persons moving into the area require town services, the town budgets 
increase, taxes rise again and the system is spiraling out of control. 
 
Transportation Issues 
With little or no plan for public transportation and almost sole use of the 
automobile, roadways are now taking over what little open land remains in the 
Burlington area.  Compounding the problem is lack of affordable housing 
closer to Burlington.  
I used to bicycle to work at UVM from Jericho and was hit by a van on 
Williston Road.  When I recovered, I continued to ride for several years using 
an alternative route.  Now there is no good way to get from Jericho to 
Burlington even off peak hours because no “calm” roads lead in that direction. 
 
Transportation Alternatives  
I would prefer an alternative to the circumferential highway as proposed by 
the Vermont Smart Growth Initiative, but it is imperative that the land slated 
for the circumferential highway be dedicated to a Green Belt now—before it is 
too late!  Cities that have done this give a lasting legacy to their citizens that is 
worth far more than any amount of money. 
• Green belt in place of the circ highway 
• Protect land from development by initiating public transportation 
alternatives 
• Bike paths 
 

 



First and Last Name Arthur Goldsweig 

Company  

Address line 1 PO Box 223 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Hinesburg, VT 05461 

Comment I would like to see a greenbelt included in the design of the circ so that 
pedestrians and bikers can have an opportunity to enjoy the space. 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Rochelle Goldsweig 

Company  

Address line 1 PO Box 223 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Hinesburg, VT 05461 

Comment I would like to see a greenbelt area around any circ highway that might be 
built. 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Dodi Gomez 

Company  

Address line 1 215 Old Route 15 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Cambridge, VT 05444 

Comment Primarily, I want to Thank you for going through this process. A great deal has 
happened since the first plan for the Circ and it definitely needs to be 
revisited.  I urge you to consider the formation of a greenbelt around 
Chittenden county. I would also like this circumferential highway to be 
primarily used for smart transportation - not just a route that takes one to yet 
another box store or mall.  Primarily,this roadway should alleviate the 
congestion in our villages and ease the tension and length of commutes.  If a 
greenbelt and this roadway are planned in conjunction, it has the potential to 
be a model for other towns in VT.  On a final note, I thoroughly disagree with 
constructing roundabouts - especially through 5 corners in Essex Jct. As a 
generational Vermonter who grew up in the village of Essex Jct. (on Iroquois 
Ave), I acutely remember the charm that was small town Vt.  A roundabout 
would make walking through the village virtually impossible (if not fatal).  The 
village deserves and must retain its quality. 
I implore you to look at every option and consider what is best for our 
environment, villages and quality of life - not what is best for commerce. 
Thank you. 

 



First and Last Name sharon gutwin 

Company the rehabgym 

Address line 1 30 Hawthorne St. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields williston, VT 05495 

Comment I appreciate this opportunity to commment. 
I am a small business owner in Maple Tree Place, Williston and Williston 
resident for 20 yrs and also past planning board member. While I do not like 
the thought of sacrificing more open space to highway, I believe it can be 
done prudently. - I am in support of the circ. as originally intended but with the 
following considerations. 
1. that space be provided for alternative transpotation (eg. bike commuters) - 
within the right of way. It can be done safely with planning. 
2. Rec. paths be given bridging over the circ. where planned. (Tunnels are not 
as safe) 
3. Wildlife corridoors under the circ.(eg. large dry culverts) to allow for animals 
to move safely and to minimize fragmentation of habitat. 
4. Attention be made to asthetics with preservation of as much natural 
vegetation (minimize mowing and preserve as many native trees, rocks and 
shrubs as safely possible) 
5. Keeping the speed limit to 50mph to minimize noise and pollution. 
6. Be concientious about the environment when it comes to salt application. 
(Consider it being identified as low salt road).  
I do not see any alternative of 2A being acceptable. At best and after a 
tremendous expense - we will still be left with the need for the circ - if for no 
other reason but the 5 corners in Essex. at one end and the congestion of the 
junction of I89 and 2A at the other end. It is clear that we need to circumvent 
both those locations to move traffic thru. 
Make the circ. user and environmentally friendly and you can sell it. 
Think outside the box. 
 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Bill  Haddock 

Company  

Address line 1 299 Snipe Ireland Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Richmond, VT 05477 

Comment I would like to see the land earmarked for the Circ developed into a greenbelt. 
The idea of bike paths and  hiking trails giving access to the splendid views 
afforded by this strip of land is quite exhilerating. I think the realators and land 
speculators would gain huge profits at the expense of the general public from 
another concrete canyon in Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Roberta Harold 

Company  

Address line 1 5 Towne St. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Montpelier, VT 05602 

Comment The proposed Circ won't save drivers time, will contribute to community-
destroying sprawl as it already has done at Essex,  and would cost a fortune. 
We need to follow the example of enlightened communities like Portland, 
Oregon and create a greenbelt where wildlife, recreation, nonmotorized 
transportation and community life can coexist for the benefit of present and 
future Vermonters. 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Susan Harritt 

Company  

Address line 1 23 Bentley Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment Please consider wildlife habitat connectivity, agricultural use, non-motorized 
recreation, and aesthetic open land in a greenbelt. 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Meg Hart-Smith 

Company  

Address line 1 278 Southridge Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Williston, VT 05495 

Comment I was unable to attend last Wednesday's meeting regarding the future of the 
Circ highway and several alternatives recently floated.  I am particularly 
opposed to the "Circ Street" idea that would include direct access from 
Williston Road (Rt. 2) to this smaller scale road on the Circ. path.  Williston 
has planned around a highway without direct Williston Road access for the 8 
years I've lived in Williston.  The potential traffic that could result from this 
access (particularly in close proximity to the sometimes congested Taft 
Corners area and the Allen Brook elementary school) has the potential to be 
as big a negative as some of the problems on Route 2A that make the 
orininally proposed Circ necessary.   
I live in a neighborhood that directly abuts the originally proposed highway 
and have long been in support of the Circ.  I Many local towns including 
Williston have developed multiple town plans assuming the eventuality of the 
Circ.  I would like to see outlying towns zone carefully to prevent the prospect 
of sprawl, being mindful that development is already expanding out from the 
growth centers of Chittenden County. 
I think it's valuable to update the environmental impact of the Circ's 
construction but I hope that the state will do this swiftly and get the Circ. back 
on course.  Everyone in my neighborhood, as well as the more recently built 
Brennan Woods, was fully aware of the prospect of the Circ when they 
bought/built their homes.  The taxpayers and leaders of Williston planned the 
Allen Brook School with full knowledge of the Circ as well.  Higher berms 
would certainly help mitigate the impact to abutters and should be 
encouraged.  But let's fight the Not In My Back Yard'ers and do what's needed 
for so much of Northwestern Vermont. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. John Hasen 

Company  

Address line 1 12 Cottage Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Shelburne, VT 05482 

Comment Any consideration of the Circ should include provisions requiring a greenbelt 
surrounding the highway, with accommodation for wildlife habitat, agricultural 
uses, and nonmotorized recreational activities.   
 
The Circ should be a limited access highway, and development of the 
intersections should be prohibited or, at the least, severely limited, so that 
standard strip development does not occur.  If you build it, they should not be 
allowed to come. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. John Hausner 

Company Homestead Design Inc. 

Address line 1 8 Carmichael st. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Jct., VT 05452 

Comment Let's build this long overdue project.  We can't go back to horse and buggy 
days as much as many would like.  Municipal plans have long been in place 
acknowledging the Circ as a feature.  It's construction will make use of busses 
to reduce commuter congestion much more attractive. As to the much 
discussed of late,"roundabout" solution, my own view is that it would be a 
disaster to important historic communities - Essex Junction being one.  We 
own a home on Cape Cod, and right now a $200 million project is going 
forward to try to fix a "roundabout" at the foot of the Sagamore Bridge.  Not 
good! 
 

 



First and Last Name John Hemmelgarn 

Company  

Address line 1 645 Brennan Woods Drive 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Williston, VT 

Comment I would like to offer a few thoughts and comments for the record as part of 
the "scoping" phase of the Environmental Impact Study (EIS) for the 
Circumferential Highway project.  I find it odd that even though "all 
options are on the table", the entire exercise for addressing local traffic 
issues is still named after the old proposal which was found to be 
inadequately studied and to inadequately assess the impact on the local 
environment in which it was planned.  I have attended two of your 
presentations / public input sessions.  In no particular order: 
1. I am still not clear on what problems are trying to be solved or 
addressed.  Everyone seems to have different ideas about what is to be 
accomplished.  Until there is a clear consensus on what the problem is, how 
can anyone find a solution?  Is the problem that IBM employees can't get to 
and from work as quickly and easily as they want?  Is there too much through 
traffic on I-89? Is there too much traffic congestion through the Tafts 
Corner area? Or is the "real" problem all the way over in Essex?  I've heard 
concerns that traffic is killing downtown Essex; that there isn't enough 
access for emergency vehicles across the river; that Route 2A is 
overcrowded.  How about a prioritization of the problems?  How about a 
determination about which ones are real and of those which ones are 
solvable, and of those which ones are worth solving and of those which are 
the highest priority?   
2. There is no magic bullet here and one road won't solve everything.  As a 
child, I remember a story about the first person to survive rabies.  It 
wasn't because someone found a miracle cure.  It was because the doctors 
treated each symptom as it presented itself.  An incremental approach - 
perhaps a similar approach could be of use here in Chittenden County to 
address our traffic needs. 
3. I believe a solution which solves one set of issues and creates an 
equally disturbing new set is a bad idea.  Bringing sprawl, noise, 
pollution, and unsafe high speed traffic to areas which currently have much 
less of these is short-sighted and divisive. 
4. I am deeply concerned about the apparent attitude of the municipality in 
Essex.  Despite the fact that every other bypass debate I have ever heard 
about or participated in involved the assertion that the ring road would 
kill businesses in the bypassed area, Essex maintains that it is this road 
and only this road that will bring their downtown back to life.  I feel they 
have been done in by their own poor decisions from past decades and that 
the 
Circ is not the answer. 
5. I need much more information why emergency vehicle access across the 
river needs to be improved.  I am sure it would be nice, but is it really 
necessary at this cost?  How often has it been a problem in the past? 
Communities on both sides of the river already maintain professional full 
time emergency services.  Williston ios in the process of enlarging, 
upgrading and relocating their fire and police facilities.  The new fire 
station will be much closer to Essex than it is now. 
6. Let's add another exit from I-89 that feeds directly into the Tafts 



Corners commercial parks instead of to IBM.  There are probably more people
working in the commercial businesses than at IBM for much of the day and 
there ceretainly are more visitors/customers.  This could relieve a 
considerable amount of congestion on that part of 2A. 
7. How about a single lane access road from Route 2 to Redmond Road to 
improve access for IBM?   
8.  The idea of putting any through road, let alone a major highway, so 
close to three pre-existing housing developments and a K-4 Elementary 
school 
without very significant mitigation measures is irresponsible.  The State 
was within one judge's decision of doing just that.  The State had ample 
opportunity to put the road in before any of these were built, but failed to 
do so.   
9.  I believe there are more global ways to try and address these issues. 
If economic opportunities were less concentrated in Chittenden County, 
perhaps there would be less need.  If housing was more affordable throughout
the region, people could live closer to where they work and would not have 
to commute so far.  I do not expect you or your EIS to solve these problems, 
but perhaps money would be better spent on issues such as these instead of 
building more roads and creating new problems.   
10.  If there is no bridge across the river connecting to I-289, there is no 
truck traffic and the noise and safety concerns of a new road along the 
original planned path of the highway are significantly reduced.  I travel 
I-89 through Burlington often during the morning rush hour.  The only 
problems I see are at the exits.  The Circ won't reduce that as the people 
getting off there need to be on I-89 and not the Circ.  The through traffic 
moves along very well. 
11.  Even our worst intersections would not be considered especially bad in 
many parts of the country.  If we don't have their problems, why would we 
use their solutions?  Can't we learn from others' mistakes? 
  
This all brings me back to my first item.  Why are we doing this?  Thank you 
for asking for my comments. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. John Hinckley 

Company n/a 

Address line 1 102 Tilden Ave 

Address line 2 PO Box 58 

City, ST, Zip fields Richmond, VT 05477 

Comment Hello, 
   I would like to register my strong opposition to any further planning or 
construction for the Circumferential highway.  
   A price of $60 million is too much to pay for a net gain in commute time of 
11 seconds across its span.  
    In addition, the ever worsening condition of the infrastructure should be a 
priority. I don't add a new room to my house if I have a leaky roof. I fix the leak 
first. 
   The argument that economic growth(& resultant jobs), will result does not 
hold water. IBM is not going to base decisions on their plant in Essex Junction 
on the existence of this road. I suspect they would react more strongly to the 
same money being spent on education.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Hinckley 
berkley@gmavt.net 
 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Carla Hochschild 

Company artist 

Address line 1 321 Pleasant  Valley 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Underhill, VT 05489 

Comment As a resident of Underhill, I feel the need to speak out about the circ. As we 
all know, more highway construction simply engenders more sprawl. When I 
was a student at Case Western Reserve in urban planning,this was an 
already known fact. I propose an alternative to this sprawl that would be an 
economic advantage to all Vemonters, that is the development of a Metro 
Park on the set aside land, with a bicycle corridor. This would allow the 
development of B&B, restaurants, and smaller retail supporting a wide range 
of Vermonters, rather than boosting the growth of immense stores with part 
time jobs and no health benefits.  It would be envisioned in the same way as 
the parks around Portland, Oregon encouraging tourist to visit and make this 
area extremely valuable to all.  In 1978 I participated in the development of 
the Winooski Valley Park District, when no one thought that could happen 
either.  Sound management of our resources is a must. We need to realize 
that our open space,which we once took as our legacy as Vermonters is 
disappearing. With oil becoming more and morea premium, we should be plan 
on becoming less dependent on the automobile and begin to use our land 
wisely. I believe there has been proposed an alternatinve to the circ which is 
profoundly less expensive and more thought out then continuing with the 
insistence on a development that will only profit out of state development at 
the great persoonal cost of Vermonters and their most precious resource, our 
land. Thank you for reading this and please take into account all Vermonters 
and not just the lobbyists. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Phelps Holloway 

Company  

Address line 1 PO 452  or 69 Sunset Beach 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields So. Hero, VT 05486 

Comment As a cyclist from the islands, I would like to voice my concern that there be 
planning for non motorized travel through this corridor. 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Meg Howard 

Company  

Address line 1 1790 Dugway Rd 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Richmond, VT 05477 

Comment I have long questioned the benefit of completing the circ vs. the impact on 
quality of life in many regards here in Chittenden County. while I sympathize 
with those who live in areas like Colcehster with incredibly backed up traffic, 
my support is strongly behind alternative solutions. Why? The reasons are 
many. First of all financial. The projected costs continue to rise with no 
guarantee of final costs. What about the cost to maintain our exisitng bridges 
and roads?? Secondly, I question the necessity. Do we need ntervention? 
Yes, of course. However, what about the construction of roundabouts, more 
park and ride facilities (why have we been waiting so long??),more 
encouragement for commuting? Subsidy of more commuter busses (a la the 
Richmond-Burlington ) may be expensive however, much less so than a new 
highway. Roundabouts. As a nieghbor of Taft's Corner (as well as one who 
works at CVU High SChool, which educates Willston kids) I cannot say 
enough about the negative impact of this development on local quality of life. 
Little of the money generated by these businesses reamins in Vt; the pressure 
on the local infrastructure is phenomenal. I have to ask, who will benefit from 
the expanded circ the most? Lastly, as development continues to envelop our 
county-what an oppotunity to create a greenbelt. Many may not realize how 
dependent our lives are on the natural workd that is rapidly vanishing around 
us. I am not jsut talking about the light pollution that has begun to invade our 
evenings...the more traffic, building, noise , pollution and sewage -the greater 
the need for greenery, recreational facilities nearby, wildlife habitat and 
agriculture to be preserved. Whether ones interset is commercial (e.g.tourism) 
or environmental, a green belt at the very least is imperative. As to the Circ in 
general, I refuse to believe that less intrusive alternatives would not be more 
successful in the long run. sprawl benefits no one. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Larry Ingram 

Company  

Address line 1 321 Lawnwood Dr. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Williston, VT 05495 

Comment My wife and I are opposed to the completion of the Circ through Williston 
because we are concerned that it will lead to increased sprawl along the route 
and environmental damage to Allen Brook and reduced air quality where the 
Circ passes close to the Allen Brook School.  Traffic noise is also an issue for 
housing close to the Circ route.  We feel that the alternate proposal to add 
modern traffic round-abouts to Rt 2A is a proven method of impoving traffic 
flow with far less negative impact to the community.  If, however, the plan for 
the Circ is approved we feel that it is the states responsibility to fund the 
installation of berms along the route to protect nearby housing from traffic 
noise and mitigate the impact on the market value of these homes. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Gary Irish 

Company N/A 

Address line 1 279 Vermont Route 15 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment I wish to just send a general comment, in hearty support of the construction of 
the remainder of the circ highway, especially the southern portion between 
Route 117 and I-89 in Williston.  Personally, this would be a benefit to me if I 
were going into Burlington, as I could get on the circ in Essex at Route 15, 
travel to I-89 and go to exit 13 or 14 and on into Burlington.  Anyone who has 
been in the area since before the present portion was opened can testify as to 
the dramatic reduction in traffic going through 5 Corners in Essex Jct. when 
that did open.  The current counter proposal by opponents of the circ does 
nothing to reduce congestion at 5 Corners, but instead funnels more traffic 
there.  I remember when this was to be a demonstration project to show how 
cheaply and quickly it could be constructed, the total cost estimated at $50 
million.  Now years later, after all the out of state tree huggers have thrown up 
obstacle after obstacle, they wonder why the cost has gone up so much! 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Martha Irish 

Company  

Address line 1 279 Vermont Route 15 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment I believe that we need the Circumfrential Highway to relieve the heavy 
congestion in Essex Jct.  It seems like it is mostly the people who have 
recently moved to Vermont who are against the circ, and it is because of the 
extra congestion caused by all these new people who have moved to the area 
that the circ is needed. P.S. I submitted this once before I typed my comment 
- sorry. 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Patricia. B Irish 

Company  

Address line 1 82 Walden Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Colchester, VT 05446 

Comment I am in favor of completing the circ.  I am not in favor of all the traffic going 
through the 5 corners when it does not have to..  Have you ever sat there 
when the schoolkids cross the road.  With all the card idiling and spewing 
pollution it is enough to make you sick to your stomach.  I have observed a 
few kids with teary eyes and runny noses when they have to wait until it is 
safe to cross.  How are kids supposed to cross with a roundabout?  It was a 
good idea 30 years ago and it is still a good idea.  Most large metro areas 
have some sort of circ highway around them.  why not chittenden country?  
The longer we wait, the more it will cost.  I don't want to go all the way thru 
Essex just to pick up the Interstate.  There is no need for IBM employees to 
block up route 2A either.  The part that is finished is a great time and gasoline 
saver.  You should listen to the ordinary citizen who wants to see it finished 
and tell the CLF that their concerns do not represent me. 

 



First and Last Name Jean Isham 

Company  

Address line 1 2360 Silver Street 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Hinesburg, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 
Let\'s use funds saved for much needed highway infastructure investments. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Douglas Isham 

Company  

Address line 1 177 Malletts Bay Ave 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Winooski, VT 05404 

Comment This whole mess is very disturbing to me. On one hand it seems the "liberals" 
are complaining about the cost of the highway projects in the State, yet they 
continue to hold up and appeal every action taken. This of course adds to the 
cost of the projects. In terms of the circ highway, the population in Chittenden 
County has doubled since this was proposed. When you have a population 
boom such as we have had here, you have to build an infrastucure to support 
this growth. I ask this one question. How many roadways have been build in 
Chittenden County since 1965?  There is no way we have the raodways to 
support the current inpact of this growth and let's face it, the population is not 
declining in the area. Build it now with no more appeals. Let these special 
interest groups that want to hold up projects pay for the additional cost of the 
projects if they do indeed go forth. 

 



First and Last Name Susan Jaynes 

Company  

Address line 1 209 Nashville Rd 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 

Comment I would like to express a consideration for the continuing discussion 
> regarding construction of the Circumferential Highway. In light of the  
> fact that this discussion has been reopened because of inadequate  
> environmental review, I would like to suggest that the design of the  
> Circumferential Highway include a greenbelt, a corridor of forest and  
> open space whose purpose would be to protect wildlife habitat, keep  
> the route beautiful, and provide opportunities for recreation. 
> 
> As a taxpayer, I am concerned about the recent revelation that the 
> projected costs of the Highway were grossly underestimated. As it is  
> currently designed, the Circ will benefit only a select population of  
> businesses and commuters in a small area in Chittenden County, yet we  
> will all bear the burden of paying for its construction. I believe  
> taxpayers will be more likely to support the project if it provides  
> benefits for all residents of the state, not just those who use it for  
> profit or commuting. A greenbelted roadway is an attraction for all  
> Vermonters, as well as travelers from out of state. 
> 
> Many metropolitan areas throughout the U.S. have greenbelts; it is 
> always a pleasant surprise to come upon one while travelling, and in  
> future trips, I always make sure to travel that route. What better way  
> to entice people from afar into a corner of Chittenden County that is  
> not typically on the tourist route than with a beautiful roadway.  
> Existing businesses throughout Essex and Colchester will certainly  
> benefit, and the potential will be opened for other, new business  
> opportunities to service greenbelt users. The difference here is that  
> the business opportunities will be off the exit ramps, rather than  
> sprawling, gashing, and polluting the roadway itself. 
> 
> People concerned about sprawl, environmental destruction, runaway 
> costs and destruction of Vermont's scenic beauty are expressing  
> passionate concerns about construction of the Circ. A greenbelt is a  
> way to address everyone's concerns and get us all excited about the  
> construction of a resource that will benefit all Vermonters. 

 



First and Last Name RoseAnn Johnson 

Company  

Address line 1 P O Box 548 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields East Middlebury, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Tom Kastner 

Company  

Address line 1 33 Upper Hollow Rd. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Stowe, VT 05672 

Comment The miniscule travel time saved does not justify building the Circ. If it is built, 
however, it should be accompanied by a green belt, and provisions for foot 
and bicycle traffic also. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Todd Kelley 

Company Competitive Computing 

Address line 1 354 Mountain View Drive 

Address line 2 Suite 400 

City, ST, Zip fields Colcehster, VT 05446 

Comment Plesae finish this road.  It is an emabarrasment and waste of fuel to drive 
"back roads" to get from A to B. 

 



First and Last Name Cynthia Kelley 

Company  

Address line 1 11 Thistle Ln 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Jct., VT 05452-2654 

Comment I am a strong supporter of the circ highway.  I read much of what is available 
about the pros and cons of the circ.  When the circ construction was stopped, 
I made an effort to read the comments from the people who submitted their 
reasons for the ceasing of the project.  The comments in my opinion did not 
serve the public interest, but were much more oriented toward the personal 
interest of the people involved.  The people of Williston in all of the 
neighborhoods have known that this highway has been scheduled to be built 
for years.  I do not believe it is the responsibility of this state to erect noise 
shields, dog walk areas and other requests.  The people of Chittenden county 
and Vermont need this highway.  Sprawl already exists in Williston and people 
who say that the circ will bring sprawl are not being realistic.  I used to live in 
Williston and I moved because of the terrrible way that development was 
happening in that town.  The circ will not make it worse as the damage and 
sprawl have already moved into Williston.  Thank you for letting our citizenry 
have a say in this important roadway. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Lawrence Keyes 

Company  

Address line 1 54 Norway Drive 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Colchester, VT 05446 

Comment I am opposed to any further expansion of the Circ highway. I believe this is an 
obsolete solution to a real problem. I think we should look for more innovative 
ways of solving the problem such as the use of roundabouts, better mass 
transit. etc.  The fact that one study shows a whole 11 second difference in 
time from the existing roads suggest this is the wrong project at the wrong 
time.  
 
That said, anything that is built should have full, complete, and separated bike 
paths so that peds and cyclists can take advantage of the route.   
 
Thanks.  
 
--- Larry Keyes 
Colchester VT. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Barry King 

Company  

Address line 1 26 Saxon Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment The Circumferential Highway project has many environmental impacts.  One 
is a benefit- moving traffic without waiting at the current intersections such as 
the 5 corners.  This is a net environmental benefit only if we assume that 
traffic will increase.  But it is poor public policy to encourage more driving.  
Public policy ought to discourage driving, not provide tax-subsidized 
infrastructure for more driving.  The Circ proponents claim that traffic is 
hindering economic development.  But I don’t agree that economic 
development is an excuse for environmental impact.  Despite the loud 
protests of those who wish to drive more, the opposite is true- proponents of 
additional development, whether of highways or housing developments, or 
retail stores, ought to show how this work will reduce environmental impacts. 
 
Second, I believe that the Circ as proposed will have the unintended 
consequence of increased development near the highway.  Sloganeers call 
this “sprawl development”.  Nothing has been done to prevent this.  I have 
heard the claim that local zoning can prevent this problem if the citizens so 
choose.  Any meaningful assessment of the environmental impact of the 
project must address these land use issues as part of the planning process. 
 
Third, a specific problem that must be dealt with is the fact that a major road 
project breaks up wildlife habitats.  Even if the total acreage affected is not 
fatal, dividing the habitat makes the space unusable by wildlife.  Many species 
use a variety of habitats, and they must be able to move between them to 
survive. If the road is to be built, its design must include overpasses or 
underpasses to preserve the existing wildlife corridors. 
 
Finally, in the long run, sustainable transportation infrastructure will have to 
adapt to non-motorized transport such as bikes and walking, in combination 
with public transportation backbones such as busses or light rail.  In the short 
term, the Circ could encourage this shift by providing a green belt as part of 
the right of way, with a trail or bike path with motorized vehicles prohibited.  
Such a path really needs to be separated from the roadway by more than just 
curb.  Some European examples have the paths divided from the road by a 
median area with trees.  Ideally, the path is at a different level than the 
roadway by leaving natural hillside or adding berms.  Each neighborhood is 
served by tying their local sidewalks, trails, or bike paths to this greenbelt 
path. 
 
 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Kelly King 

Company  

Address line 1 26 Saxon Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment Hello Folks, 
 
I would like to add my comments to those of my fellow citizens in regard to the 
Circ and its environmental impact. 
 
I am of two minds when it comes to whether the Circ should be built at all.   
The simplified version of my quandary is that, on the one hand, I love being 
able to get easily from Jericho (Skunk Hollow) to Suzie Wilson road area – the 
Movement Center dance studio and VYO Elley-Long building in Fort Ethan 
Allen.   I also know that cars moving along to their destinations is more gas 
efficient than cars sitting in traffic jams at the 5-Corners. 
 
On the other hand, however, would I allow my daughter to take 3 dance 
classes a week if I had to struggle through the old 5-Corners?   Or would we 
instead have been customers to supply students for another dance studio in 
the Jericho area?  So is the Circ adding to how much driving I’m doing?  (I 
assuage my guilt some by very actively and fanatically setting up carpools 
with other parents.) 
 
But that is not my main concern at this point… I feel that the Circ will be built 
or not depending on the numbers of cars, politics and other factors.   My main 
concern is the impact it will have on our quality of life…. Here is what I want: 
 
Circ or not, I want access to a Greenbelt of land that is wide enough to be a 
wildlife corridor (including wildlife underpasses where needed) to keep 
connectivity between various island s of wildlife habitat.    I want a green 
corridor in a wide arc across the county that has access for non-motorized 
recreation trails for biking in the summer and skiing in the winter, that can also 
be used for commuting but doesn’t run up against the roads… something 
more like a nice country dirt road used for recreation and farm access only.   I 
want farmland saved IN the county so that when transportation cost become 
prohibitive in a few years we will be able to grow food for our own population 
right here in Chittenden County! 
 
Here it is in a nutshell: 
Wildlife access 
Agricultural land preservation 
Non-motorize commuting/Recreational trails (People used to walk to get 
places…. we will need to do that again in the future… lets set it up now as a 
possibility for health and environmental reasons, then it will be there when we 
need it because there is no fuel!) 
 
Thank you, 
Kelly Brannagan King 

 



First and Last Name Jeanne Klibansky 

Company  

Address line 1 2275 Fish Hill Road 
2275 Fish Hill Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Randolph, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Gary Koch 

Company  

Address line 1  

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jeffersonville, VT 05464 

Comment I think the original E.I.S should be used.  The new plan is much too drawn out 
and only delays the continuation of this much needed highway.  This delay will 
also increase the cost.  At the rate of this new study it will be again called 
outdated.  It is my understanding that non Vermont residents are behind 
calling for the new study. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Philip Kolvoord 

Company retired attorney 

Address line 1 15 Upper Main Street 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Jct., VT 05452 

Comment I have recently retired after practicing law at the five corners in Essex Junction 
since 1956. My primary comment is that the heavy traffic (particulalrly the 
truck traffic) has adversely affected (and divided) the Village of Essex 
Junction. It is difficult presently to cross the 5 corners. To install a round-about 
would serve to only make it worse. The children have and continue to cross 
this intersection after and before school as do many other pedistrians. We 
need the circ. badly. That small porltion allready built has taken much of the 
traffic off the 5-corners (except for that moving south toward Williston) Our 
environment will be only improved by the completion of the link which will join 
the existing portion with the interstate in Williston as planned. 
I have tried to keep these comments brief (not easy for an old lawyer) and 
appreciate the opportunity of comment. 

 



First and Last Name Deborah Krisko 

Company  

Address line 1 422 Brennan Woods Drive 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Williston, VT 

Comment Brennan Woods is a community in Williston that borders the state 
right-of-way where the Circ is planned.  I spoke with neighbors last night 
at the Brennan Woods Homeowners Association annual meeting and we 
would like 
to open a line of communication with the Circ "team."  I would be happy to 
host a small informal meeting at my home with some of the immediate 
abutters 
and/or help to organize a larger-scale public meeting held perhaps at one of 
the local schools. 
  
I should point out that I'm contacting you at this point as an individual, 
speaking at the request of a group of neighbors, not an official 
representative of the association.  I will, however, forward a copy of this 
email to the association president and expect that the association will have 
significant interest in whatever we do, as the association maintains common 
area and "greenways" that will also be affected by the outcome. 
  
Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Matt Kuerth 

Company  

Address line 1 315 Sherwood Sq. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Junction, VT 05452 

Comment I have lived in Essex Junction for almost five years now, and in Jericho for 10 
years before that. Using Routes 15 and 2A is a daily affair that has become 
increasingly frustrating. The traffic has increased on these roads substantially, 
without any further improvements to the infrastructure. With the additions of a 
large retail center in Williston on 2A, what was once a ten minute journey has 
turned into a 35-45 minute affair with traffic snarled up the entire way. I can 
remember when the first section of the Circ opened and it made my morning 
commute to Burlington so much easier. I have waited and waited through 
years of seemingly pointless resistance to the proposed southern section of 
the Circ to be built. Increased pollution concerns from increased traffic is a 
moot point, as a vehicle traveling at a constant rate puts out far less 
emissions than a car idling in traffic. This is especially true of diesel trucks. I 
can clearly perceive a positive impact on traffic the new section would have. 
No more heavy traffic at IBM. Some simple intersection improvements 
combined with an adequate Route 2 exit would alleviate the long lines at the 
big box stores. The public benefits of the completed Circ highway are being 
overlooked for the benefits of a small minority. Please be more progressive 
with this issue, as it has been quite long enough. Either move this project 
along or stop teasing a deserving public of an overdue benefit. 

 



First and Last Name Laurie Larson 

Company  

Address line 1 93 Lafountain St. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Burlington, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Susan Latchem 

Company  

Address line 1 5 Fields Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment In regard to the circ-green belt plans: I would strongly urge  decision makers 
to implement ideas that mitigate some of the damage that the circ will do. As 
the advantages of the circ are almost overwhelming in as far as improved 
traffic flow  and preservation of village lifestyle a 'circ' or  alternate wider 
highways placed through towns will be most likely. However the 'circ' will 
remove any detriment to fast paced development and increased sprawl. Also 
improved traffic flow through broader highways will also make more 
development easier. 
In order to add value back to the environment and safeguard some of 
Vermont's reputation  for natural beauty I urge you to insist on a greenbelt in 
all  road plans. There should be a planned wildlife transit route (large culverts 
etc) for safe wildlife passage across (below) roads and  large aggregates of 
land to support wildlife, water tables  and varities of tree communities. Air 
quality and noise abatement as well as beauty will be value added just as 
increased traffic ease of future development is value subtracted. If a road is 
placed without regard to safeguarding a green belt the opportunity to have a 
green belt will be lost as  reacquiring open land once it is developed is so 
expensive that few towns  can see their way to doing it.  
In regards to the suggestion of a roundabout  at the five corners in Essex 
Junction: I am against the intrusion that such an intersection would make into 
village structure. In order to have three traffic lanes and a large enough circle 
to make those lanes  the core of the town would be removed. Pedestrian 
crossing would  require traffic lights  so one would assume either traffic will be 
stopped or pedestrians will be discouraged as well as inconvenienced. Rail 
traffic will still mean stoppages despite a continuous-flow-through roundabout 
design. I have driven on roundabouts of various sizes in other countries and 
traffic circles that are more than two lanes wide and yet have a small 
circumference ( less land dedicated to roads is less of an eyesore) make for 
very nasty driving  if there is heavy, or even continuous, traffic. Pollution from 
lots of traffic going through town via the roundabout  (as oppposed to traffic 
bypassing town  via a 'circ' highway) will still be present.  
In regards to transport plans in general: I urge the investment in renewing 
short distance (susidized as are roads)railroads to Richmond Jericho and 
Essex-Burlington with 'park and Rail' or bike shelter facilities. I adamantly  
urge you to put in place dedicated non- motorized transport paths to allow real 
transport to work and shopping ares not just  'bits and pieces of shared 
'scenic roadways'  for bike recreation. When we subsidize convenient use  of 
automobile traffic we stealthily shift costs to environment and health portfolios. 
Currently it takes an ardent bike-enthusiast-activist to risk biking near towns. 
Instead we lead sedentary lives that keep the risk of accidents low but the risk 
of  poor long term health high through lack of exercise and poor air quality. 
We need to put alteranate non motorized transport infrastructure in place 
soon  while  some open land exists. Postponing dedicated pedestrian and non 
motorized vehicle path infrastructure will mean such increases in  costs that it 
is likely that we'll never be able to do what is right.  Look at how expensive re-
inventing railways has become.  
Thank you for working so hard to make the right decisions. Our future is in 



your hands. 
Sue Latchem 

 



First and Last Name Mr. MILAN LAWSON 

Company AOT retired 

Address line 1 228 GRANDVIEW TERRACE 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields MONTPELIER, VT 05602 

Comment Build CIRC with four lanes, two each direction. Need one lane for 
through/truck traffic. Opposed to the round-about alternatives in this region 
because continuous flow of traffic prohibits safe access from side roads and 
businesses. 

 



First and Last Name Brendan Leonard 

Company  

Address line 1 336 Metcalf Dr. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Williston, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Robert  Lincoln 

Company a Vt. Citizen ( this is important also) 

Address line 1 194 Columbian Ave. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Rutland, VT 05701 

Comment I have long believed the Circ to be unnecessary.  I have supported a group 
that has long supported public transportation as an alternative as opposed to 
supporting politically IBM!  The group proposes building a series of six 
roundabouts near Interstate-89 Exit 12 and along Route 2A through Williston 
into Essex Junction; near the big box stores, Taft Corners, Industrial Avenue 
and the Five Corners in Essex Junction. The group says the plan will cut 
down on sprawl, reduce traffic tie-ups, and be more affordable than the 
proposed Circ Highway. 
                        sincerely, 
                  Robert Lincoln 
             194 Columbian Ave. 
             Rutand, Vt.05701  
 

 



First and Last Name Robert Lincoln 

Company  

Address line 1 194 Columbian Ave 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Rutland, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Joseph Little 

Company  

Address line 1 34 Villemaire Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Milton, VT 05468 

Comment I would just like to make a comment that I support the Circ-Williston project. I 
really support the total circ project. I have been driving on Rt. 2A for over 40 
years between Colchester Village and Williston and the traffic is so bad that I 
don't know how the residents along this road can cope. Please complete the 
highway. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Robert Little 

Company  

Address line 1 5 Bobolink Circle 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex, VT 05452 

Comment After having plenty of time sitting in traffic while driving from Essx Center to 
Tafts Corner in Burlington, I wonder if the People that are supposed to be 
experts in Traffic control/Planning or Engineering highway really understand 
what the real problem is. Take the Politics out of it and look at the real 
problem and you will se that it truley is VOLUMN. Too many cars and trucks 
and Buses trying to get to the same place. Get rid of the through traffic (by 
way of a CIRC highway) and the problem will go away. Round a-bouts do not 
reduce the number of cars going through a intersection, they funnel everyone 
to one spot. Doing that does not relieve the pollution, it concentrates it. I hope 
the Smoke screen (no pun intended) that these supporters of round - a-bouts 
don't cloud the real issue of why we need the CIRC. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Jonathan Long 

Company Jon's Darkroom 

Address line 1 159 PEARL ST. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Jct., VT 05452 

Comment I WOULD LIKE TO REGISTER MY DESIRE TO HAVE THE PORTION OF 
THE CIRC HIGHWAY COMPLETED THAT CONNECTS 289 TO ALLEN 
MARTIN PARKWAY. I'VE RECENTLY PURCHASED A HOME NEARBY 
AND HAVING THIS CONNECTOR WOULD REDUCE MY DRIVING 
THROUGH THE NEIGHBORHOODS AND CUT OUT 10 MINUTES OF MY 
TIME ON THE ROAD. COULD SOMEONE EMAIL ME BACK TO LET ME 
KNOW WHETHER THIS SEGMENT IS IN THE PLANS IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE? THANK YOU. -JONATHAN LONG 

 



First and Last Name Mr. jack long 

Company  

Address line 1 126 Fitzsimonds Rd 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment The cost of the project is not justified by the small saving in time or 
convenience. The opportunity should be taken to consider creating a 
greenbelt on the land. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Thomas Longstreth 

Company  

Address line 1 3590 Stage Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields West Bolton, VT 05465 

Comment I am deeply concerned by the cost of the circ. highway and its real potential to 
increase sprawl and reduce our quality of life.  We must put strict limits on 
growth and direct economic development in city centers and areas that have 
already been impacted by development.  Rather than a highway, please 
consider a greenbelt.  The circ coridor could be used to promote pedestrian 
transportation and recreation.  Imagine a bike path on the circ.  People need 
safe places to bike and would be more likely to use human powered 
transportation if they had a greenbelt. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Jeff Lord 

Company  

Address line 1 725 Metcalf Dr. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Williston, VT 05495 

Comment I reciently returned to my birthplace (VT) after living several years in MA.  
Based on the situation there and the situation in the current maple tree place 
parkinglot, my comment would be that the idea of a series of roteries is just a 
horrible idea.  They are constantly backed up in MA - to the point that it's part 
of the standard morning traffic reports.  The rotary in the maple tree place 
parking lot is a gamble w/ your car every time you use it.  It's fun to watch 
some people sit there for a few minutes waiting for someone to let them go, 
and scary to watch others just blow right through. Most Vermonters have gone 
their whole lives without dealing with rotaries - and it shows!  It the rotary idea 
passes I may roll with it and open a body shop -  because it's going to be 
messy. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jeff Lord 
 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Rick Lunt 

Company DBS 

Address line 1 1035 Hinesburg 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields So. Burlington, VT 05403 

Comment This process is heading for the same train wreck as the past attempts to 
implement the CIRC. 
 
I am a business owner with great interest in seeing the CIRC built, but not at 
the expense of the environment. 
 
Thus far the information that has been shared and gathered has been done in 
the same manor as all the prior efforts. Sterile and myopic. 
 
 
Let me explain:  I was a part of a review at the Chamber recently and I was 
shocked to find the 'process' was just that.  A road that you are following just 
ot appease the Federal requirements.  In doing so the 'process' is being 
presented to the public as a mundane necessity.  The article in the Chamber 
newsletter is cold and factual with no emphasis on the need for participation, 
or the relative high importance of this phase. It states that "..first round of 
public input was solicited.." implying that more are to come.  As I learned that 
there are more to come, but they are to review what has transpired in phase I.  
A large oversite. Don't get you idea in on Phase I and you are out. 
 
Why is this important? Because when we get to the end of this long road, if 
this process is not transparent, open and honest, the CIRC will be up against 
the same nemethesis as it has been in the past. 
 
If information is not liberally shared with the public, like this phase is the 
ONLY phase where you get to suggest ideas, all the other are to review those 
ideas..., then the public will feel as if they were duped again. 
 
If the 'review' process slated for the next 15 months fails to share with the 
public the 'why' an idea was rejected, then once again the cloud of 'that was 
predetermined to appease the land owners and big business' will hang over 
this project once more. 
 
This is the opportunity to add some sunshine and clarity to a troubled project. 
 
I for one need to see some environmental controls added to the project such 
that creating the CIRC won't create another TAFT corners.  I already know 
that the land owners who have bought along the proposed land won't like my 
position, but it is now or never. 
 
This is a marketing campaign. If the public has to 'seek' information then the 
project is doomed (Tech Academy 04').  If the information is biased (oops we 
forgot that part) then it is doomed.  If there are no 'honest' explainations as to 
why ideas have been rejected - doomed. 
 
 
 



 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Carol MacDonald 

Company CEMacDonald Artworks 

Address line 1 614 Macrae Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Colchester, VT 05446 

Comment I think that the Circ Highway is a bad idea that will promote more sprawl in this 
area. The leg from Burlington through Colchester interupts important wildlife 
and sensitive sand plain areas. 
 
I believe that the suggestions for improvements on RT 2A should be taken 
very seriously. Roundabouts could make a significant difference in that area.  
 
i don't think we should be building new roads that essentially serve the 
creation of more traffic when we can barely maintain the roads we already 
have. 
 

 



First and Last Name Michael Mack 

Company  

Address line 1 54 Hill Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields South Hero, VT 05486 

Comment I have seen traffic flow where roundabouts (traffic circles) are implemented - 
Great Britain. Unlike our system of traffic lights, vehicle continue to move. 
Yes, there is a learning curve, but accidents are fewer and less costly. Limited 
access highways encourage strip development; roundabouts do not.  
A limited access highway would use far more land and cost much more. We 
cannot afford the circuferential highway. 

 



First and Last Name Murphy MacLean 

Company  

Address line 1 30 Prescott Street 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex, VT 05452 

Comment The circumferential highway should be built ASAP.  The increased cost of 
construction due to repeated delays over the years makes no sense 
economically.  It appears that the delays are connected to environmental 
groups blocking the progress of the project.  Many of the individuals who are 
members of such groups do not live near the congested areas.  Most of the 
homeowners in these areas and people who travel the congested highways 
are in favor of completion of this project. I would like to see this project moved 
forward to alleviate traffic issues.  In my opinion there will not be the sprawl 
issue that environmental groups fear. 

 



First and Last Name Robert Maguire 

Company  

Address line 1 286 Hand\'s Cove Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Shoreham, VT 

Comment  
Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Rosemary Malone 

Company  

Address line 1 78 Sandhill Rd., Unit 21 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Esx, VT 05452 

Comment Please, keep vermont looking like Vermont...the circ will be a necessary evil 
within a few years, but if we surround it with a greenbelt, it will not be an 
eyesore.  The Lang Farm could be worse, but the present highway a mile out 
of the Lang Farm on either side, is lovely.  It would be a treasure for our 
children to enjoy some greenery in the middle of Chittenden county in years to 
come. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. robert marcellino 

Company homestead design 

Address line 1 8 carmichael st 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields essex junction, VT 05452 

Comment We are a firm supporter of the circ.  It is our opinion that it will expedited 
transportation within the county while reducing traffic on local roads.  This, in 
turn, will have a positive environmental effect by allowing traffic to move 
efficiently rather than cars sitting in traffic jams. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Robert Marcotte 

Company Pinewood Manor, Inc. 

Address line 1 5 Valleyview Drive 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Jct., VT 05452 

Comment Scoping Comments 
 
Section A&B of the Circ needs to be constructed ASAP.  Look at the amount 
of money already spent on the design of the highway and the acquisition of 
the right-of-ways.  Look at the lost jobs at IBM, from 8000 to 6000, in the past 
few years, which may have been somewhat due to the lack of this leg of the 
highway.  Look at the worst scenario if IBM pulled out entirely, if this section 
does not get built soon.  Look at all the housing and commercial complexes 
already built in the near vicinity of this R.O.W. for easy access to work and I-
89 to minimize air pollution.  Heavy traffic from north and east of Essex could 
get on the existing Circ, and then go on this new leg either to IBM or 
Burlington all on 89 or 289.  This would greatly reduce air pollution and save 
time.   
 
As to mass transit, such as busses, rail or even car pooling; there are not 
enough people going to certain places (except maybe IBM) to warrant 
planning or designing for these systems.  Park and ride maybe.  Historically 
the Chittenden Bus System can’t justify its existence, without extensive 
subsidy from the communities they serve.  Many busses at peak time are 
nearly empty.  Governor Dean’s 30 million choo-choo train is now parked for 
lack of riders.  VT does not and may never have large enough density at 
specific locations to warrant mass transit. 
 
 Back to Section A&B, plans should be designed to provide sufficient 
earth and stumps to create noise berms where needed to minimize negative 
impacts for existing and future developments or businesses etc.  This can be 
accomplished by lowering the road by a few feet if necessary.  The existing 
Circ should have had more noise berms then it has for future buffering of 
future development. 
 
 As stated in the past, the asphalt paving is very critical for long term 
duration.  There are two main elements of concern in its design.  The 
thickness should be in the 5” range (not 9”) as was done in I-89 in Georgia-St. 
Albans new re-built road.  This is primarily for heat sink resulting in wheel ruts.  
Another factor is too much liquid asphalt which allows the stones to slide 
more, when they should be prevented from moving to provide stronger 
asphalt.  State specs require more asphalt than the run of the mill paving mix 
which perform better that the States’ roads.  Another area to look at is for a 
thicker final (wearing coat) which will not lift off the base coat as most State 
highways do.  I would offer to discuss this in more detail with your engineers.  
Call me at 878-4606 or send a memo. 
 
Robert A. Marcotte 
5 Valleyview Dr. 
Essex Jct., VT  05452 
 
 



 



First and Last Name Mr. Paul Martelle 

Company  

Address line 1 202 red oak dr 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Colchester, VT 05446 

Comment Hi I cann't stress the importants of building the circ highway. I believe it will be 
good for all including the enviroment. This road has been studied to death and 
its time to build the next section and also the rest of the highway so someone 
traveling from Burlington to Colchester, Essex, Williston, would do so without 
sitting at red lights wasting fuel and spoiling the air. Its time to build 
NOW!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  Thank You 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Thomas  P. McKenna 

Company  

Address line 1 203 Bliss Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Montpelier, VT 05602 

Comment We do not need the Circ. IBM has said it does not need the Circ, and why 
should we consider their desires anyway. They are outsourcing their jobs to 
China and will not stop no matter how much we subsidize them. 
 
The Circ will create more sprawl by making more areas vulnerable to 
exploitation (some call it "development" but that has a positive connotation.  
 
Our highway dollars should be spend repairing our existing roads and bridges. 
 
Do not build the Circ. 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Catherine McMains 

Company  

Address line 1 20 Bentley Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields , VT 05465 

Comment Current studies show that commuting times will be minimally impacted by the 
completion of the circ. Still I can see the segment to I-89  being  completed to 
give Essex easier access.  As land has been purchased for the right of way, it 
only makes sense to include a greebelt/multimodal path along the segment 
and only greenspace/multimodal for the unfinished work. 

 



First and Last Name Dr. William McMains 

Company  

Address line 1 20 Bentley Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment Please make the land purchased for the circ into a greenbelt instead of a 
highway. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. John Mejia 

Company  

Address line 1 37 Decatur St., #2 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Burlington, VT 05401 

Comment Given the example of projects like the big dig in Boston, it is always the case 
that large projects end up costing a lot more than originally estimated. In 
addition, simply adding the Circ is an outdated mode of thinking that added 
roadway will take care of traffic problems. The reality is that the money would 
be better spent on improving existing infrastructure, improving public 
transportation, and using the remainder on other vitally needed programs. 
This past fiscal year money originally budgeted for the Circ helped a lot of 
more important and vital programs throughout Chittenden county and 
Vermont. I urge the end of this battle for a Circ that is only going to encourage 
the kind of haphazard growth or sprawl that will take away what makes 
Vermont special, including being on the leading edge of smart, sustainable 
development. It is obvious that this project is fraught with negative impacts (or 
the courts would not have stopped it so many times). Why not give up on this 
idea and move on and collaborate with those who oppose it to come up with a 
solution that addresses the traffic issues and takes into account our 
responsibility to future generations rather than simply kowtow to large 
business interests. The solution should benefit the most citizens while 
protecting the environment not be a windfall to developers and construction 
companies. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Mejia 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Kathryn Meyer 

Company  

Address line 1 P.O. Box 486 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Richmond, VT 05477 

Comment When consider the cirq highway, please take into account a plan that 
considers both the environment and sustainable growth.  Vermont's character 
is dependent on its pastoral landscape.  It is essential that all attempts are 
made to maintain this landscape while also taking into account the biodiversity 
that it supports.  A plan that includes some sort of "greenway" would be 
preferable.  Thank you. 

 



First and Last Name Dr. Louise Miglionico 

Company  

Address line 1 68 VT Rte 15 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment I have become familiar with the circ alternative developed by Vermont Smart 
Growth Collaborative. I am very impressed with this plan and hope that you 
will give it serious consideration.  This plan will save taxpayers $10-25 million, 
uses a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along Route 2A, 
cuts traffic in half at key intersections, protects working farms, wildlife, and 
open space. 
No matter what your ultimate decision is, please consider including a 
greenbelt surrounding our county.  This would be dedicated to habitat 
protection, agriculture and recreation.   
Thank you, 
Dr. Louise Miglionico 

 



First and Last Name Ray Miglionico 

Company  

Address line 1 68 Vt Rte 15 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Louise Miglionico 

Company  

Address line 1 68 Vt Rte 15 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Ken Mitchell 

Company  

Address line 1 20 Beech Street 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Junction, VT 05452 

Comment Tell the idiots from the CLF and the Sierra Club to go home!! Get out of 
Vermont, or move here and enjoy the mess they will make.  Traffic circles, 
how encredibly stupid.  Who will give up their property to make them happen.  
How many businesses' will be shut down at five corners to make this happen? 
Two gas stations, are restaurant, two bank and the village hall and the 
Veterans Memorial!! I don't think so.  Build the circ!! 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Margaret Modley 

Company  

Address line 1 83 Milo White Rd 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment As a resident of Jericho, i do not feel as though enough studies and public 
input sessions have been made available to determine if citizens are in 
support or not in support of the proposed Circ highway. 

 



First and Last Name Peter Moino 

Company  

Address line 1 14 Kiln Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Junction, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Dorothy  Morris 

Company  

Address line 1 347 Metcalf Drive 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Williston, VT 05495 

Comment As residents of the adjacent neighborhood of the proposed southern portion of 
the circ highway in Williston (Southridge), it is very important to me that 
should the roadway be completed, that the berm be extended from where it 
currently ends between the Allen Brook School and Southridge.  This 
extension should be all the way to route 2.  Additionally to extending the berm, 
large evergreens that are currently growing on the existing berm, should be 
planted on the new extension.  These elements along the highway are critical 
for the protection of sound in the neighborhood, visability of bright car lights 
shining into the homes along the planned highway, and for the safety of 
children in both the neighborhood and the school. I hope the berm and trees 
can be added to the plans and included in the project costs.  thank you. 

 



First and Last Name JS Negre 

Company DMV 

Address line 1 PO Box 674 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Montpelier, VT 05601 

Comment historically, development of new infrastructures (freeways and bridges) 
around major centers are followed by proportionate ioncreases in traffic. the 
BEST way to deal with congestion is to develop STRONG, 
INTELLIGENT,user friendly public transportation systems 
 
i am biased, i admit it, i have experienced public transportation systems in 
Asia and Europe for many years.  
 
although i ALSO like to use my own car, the american way, i believe that 
public transportation systems, becase they pave the way (no pun intended) 
for a sustainable FUTURE should be where our leaders, in their infinite 
wisdom, direct their efforts and position our FUNDING... 
 
 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Phyl Newbeck 

Company  

Address line 1 140 Skunk Hollow Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment I believe that a complete circumferential highway will have a number of 
negative impacts on the communities of Chittenden County. 
 
One concern I have is that the Circ will further erode our existing village 
centers.  It has already caused irreparable harm to Five Corners in Essex 
Junction.  I know that some would argue that the slow movement of traffic 
through Five Corners is to blame for this, but I would suggest that slower 
moving traffic is more likely to stop and shop.  With the building of the first leg 
of the Circ, several long-standing businesses in Five Corners have either 
moved or closed up shop completely.  What was a vibrant village center 
fifteen years ago now has the appearance of a ghost town.  Five Corners is 
what we want our communities to look like: local businesses in an area which 
is pedestrian and bicycle friendly; not massive parking lots and chain stores 
as we have at the Essex Way exit off the Circ. 
 
In a similar vein, I am greatly concerned that a completed Circ will lead to 
massive sprawl in Chittenden County.  Countless studies indicate that 
Vermonters want development to be concentrated in existing urban centers, 
separated by open space.  Further Circ construction will continue the 
fragmentation of our open space, disturbing wildlife corridors and destroying 
existing vistas of farmland and pastures with mountains in the background.   
 
I worry that in our haste to go about our daily tasks we are losing sight of what 
is really important.  Is shortening a commute by five minutes (or seventeen 
seconds as one study suggests), worth creating more impervious surfaces 
and further storm water issues in the country?  Like life, transportation should 
be about more than speed and should include quality of life concerns.  
Vermonters know that convenience is not the be-all and end-all of civilization.  
In the long run, more harm than good will come from plunking down more and 
more asphalt so that we can rush from one hermetically sealed environment 
to another in the comfort of our single occupancy motor vehicles.  Working 
harder on alternative work schedules, carpooling, public transportation, and 
ensuring that our roads are safe for non-motorized vehicles will do far more 
for our state than the building of any highway. 
 

 



First and Last Name Nicholas Nicolet 

Company  

Address line 1 24 Main Street #6 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Montpelier, VT 

Comment I am a new resident of Vermont, attracted by it\'s natural beauty and 
conservation efforts.  As a prior resident of Washington DC, Detroit MI and 
the New Jersey suburbs, I am aquainted with both the need to relieve 
automobile congestion and the importance of being conservative when 
spending 
taxpayer dollars and consuming finite enviromental resources.   
 
Chittenden county is not alone with it\'s need for a solution to growth and 
traffic.   But building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and 
paves the way for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, or shortening 
commutes.   
 
I hope you consider, and urge you to support, the alternative suggestions 
being put forth by VPIRG and others to find a solution that will fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and allow for business growth. 

 



First and Last Name Beth O'Keefe 

Company  

Address line 1 426 Country Club Dr 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields South Burlington, VT 05403 

Comment Get this thing done already!!! 
 
I moved to Chittenden Co almost 3 years ago from the Midwest.  I have 
NEVER driven in an area as small as Chittenden Co. that has as many traffic 
issues as here.  I have been told, "This is a lot better than Boston."  Am I 
really suppose to believe that? 
 
For a state that takes so much "pride" in their environment, how much 
consideration is taken by these legal groups with regards to air pollution and 
the waste of fossil fuel?  I never hear any of these issues in the news.  Am I 
missing something? 
 
Beth O'Keefe 

 



First and Last Name Ruth Painter 

Company  

Address line 1 7732 Williston Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Williston, VT 

Comment I am in favor of alternatives to the circ for several reasons: 
1. We need to invest in mass transit to reduce our dependency in gas.  How 
many wars will we have to fight over oil? 
2. The circ will put development pressure in Jericho, Essex and Underhill to 
cause increased sprawl. 
3. VT has limited resources for roads.  We need to improve and maintain the 
roads and bridges throughout the State, not invest in a white elephant in 
Chittenden. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Edward Pais 

Company  

Address line 1 62 Fairmount Street 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Burlington, VT 05401 

Comment The study should examine alternatives to the proposed limited access 
highway, including the alternative which a group put out which had a series of 
roundabouts.  Roundabouts have been demonstrated to work well in America 
and around the world when drivers are properly educated into there use.  The 
study should also examine the impact that this will have on the ability for the 
current public transit systems to function with a more dispersed business and 
residential pattern that could result from the improved access that this 
roadway could create.  Improving public transit, pedestrian, and bike corridors 
should be reviewed as an alternate and in conjuction with the typical plan for 
the circ.  Will this have an effect on separating moderate and low income 
households from the jobs that they work at?  Will this lead to a redistribution of 
jobs from the core cities to the surrounding communities or will it lead to an 
overall increase in employment?  Would improving route 117 and connecting 
to existing portions of the circ accomplish the goals that the circ is trying to 
accomplish at a lower price?  The previous study showed only a negligible 
decrease in travel time from the creation of this roadway.  Will the costs of 
construction and maintainence of this Circ create problems with the amount of 
funds available for other roadway projects? 
Thank you 

 



First and Last Name Dr. Catherine  Paris 

Company University of Vermont 

Address line 1  

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment I am writing in support of the idea that land set aside for the circ highway be 
instead dedicated to the creation of a greenbelt around Chittenden County. 
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity for Chittenden County to create such a 
greenbelt. Think about it; land has already been appropriated for the highway. 
Wouldn't we all be better served if there was a semicircle of green 
surrounding our county? A corridor dedicated to habitat protection, agriculture, 
and recreation. This is not a radical proposal; many metropolitan areas have 
greenbelts. Let's take this chance to create a spectacular green corridor rather 
than more sprawl.  Thank you for your ear. 

 



First and Last Name Nancy Patch 

Company  

Address line 1  

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields , VT 

Comment I am writing to voice my opposition to the circ highway.  I am very 
concerned with the effect this project would have on sprawl in the northwest 
corner of Vermont.  There has been no evidence presented that indicates that 
this project will relieve congestion in the county.  This is a very 
expensive project and should not be undertaken when the condition of the 
existing roads and bridges throughout Vermont are in such need of repair.   
  
We need to follow the example of Vermonters who came before us.  
Vermonters 
have always fixed things before throwing out and replacing.  We need to 
learn how to conserve our limited supplies of fossil fuels and as in all 
issue of energy it is far cheaper and more ecological to conserve .  We need 
to develop incentives to car pools and public transit.  Even when public 
transit is paid for by tax dollars the end reult willl benfit everyone in 
cleaner air, a more stable climate, and prevention of wars based on the 
fight for rresources. 
  
As a natural resorce manager,i am especially troupbled by the location of 
the proposed circ highway.  The sandplain forest is a rare communiy in 
Vermont and the little that is left should be kept intact for future 
generations. 

 



First and Last Name Sandra Pavlo 

Company  

Address line 1 631 Hinesburg Rd. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields South Burlington, VT 05403 

Comment I appreciate the conscientious effort to preserve the natural beauty of Vermont 
in expanding the state's roads and communities. I moved to Vermont three 
years ago from an large urban environment seeking the trees, mountains and 
wildlife that this state is so proud to display. It didn't take me long to realize 
the current situation of overburdened roadways, lack of alternate routes and 
areas of traffic congestion in Chittenden County. While it is important to strike 
a balance between the needs of the community and the needs of the 
environment, I feel that Vermont has taken far too conservative of a path. As a 
resident of South Burlington, I am frustrated with the amount of travel time 
that I am forced to endure for this small city district. It is impossible to 
appreciate the nature around me when I spend 25-30 minutes commuting five 
miles to work and sit with the tourist traffic on the weekends. I cannot imagine 
a business wanting to begin or expand in Chittenden County given the current 
traffic situation. It is not an option to continue construction on the Circ 
Highway in Williston, it is imperative that Vermont move forward and adjust to 
the growing needs of the community it has created. If the state fails to accept 
this responsibility, the businesses and individuals in Chittenden County will 
eventually relocate to a place that will. Thank you for your time. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Jeff Perrin 

Company  

Address line 1 13 Londonderry Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex, VT 05452 

Comment As a long time resident of Essex town, I feel the completion of the circ 
highway is many years overdue. The current roadways are clearly over 
congested and never meant to traffic so many vehicles. With Essex being the 
largest town in the state, it is absurd to continue to keep route 15 as the only 
main artery to Burlington, Williston, and surrounding towns. On busy days, 
traffic slows to a crawl or comes to a standstill, producing not only excess 
vehicle pollution, but frustrated drivers. Excess through-traffic in the village 
also puts are young children at risk, many of whom walk to and from school 
along the congested roads on a daily basis.  
 Building the circ is crucial in providing the proper highway 
infrastructure needed for an area as populated as Essex. Further delays only 
punish residents with long commutes and taxpayers with higher construction 
costs. It's about time for common sense to prevail over the litigious, close-
minded special interest groups who burden local government with law suits 
and mock residents with unrealistic "solutions" (in one case being an absurd 
suggestion that we rebuild the historic Five Corners in Essex Junction into a 
roadway "round-a-bout"). How about we bring things 'round-a-bout to reality 
and build this much needed road already!  -Jeff Perrin 
 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Dan Petherbridge 

Company  

Address line 1 16 Pointe Drive 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Junction, VT 05452 

Comment I believe there is a huge impact to the environment by NOT completing the 
circumfrential highway. Everyday I drive to and from work on the River Road. 
The amount of time I spend waiting in traffic provides more polution from my 
cars exhaust. The circ would minimize this effect. This is also pertinent to 
almost anywhere I travel West or South of my residence. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. George Plumb 

Company  

Address line 1 305 Pllumb Rd. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Washington, VT 05675 

Comment The Smart Growth Collaborative's prposed alternatives to the circ. must be 
considered.  Let's find another way than more highway building that only 
creates more traffic.  The planet is running out of oil and we need to consider 
what this means also. 

 



First and Last Name George Plumb 

Company  

Address line 1 305 Plumb Rd. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Washington, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. joey purvis 

Company fun biz llc. 

Address line 1 364 hidden oak dr 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields colchester, VT 05446 

Comment The idea of roundabouts is in my opinion a band aid solution to a  serious 
traffic problem. most small and large cities have (loops or circs. roundabouts 
in many cities (plattsburg ny.) they have actually torn up roundabouts.  The 
proposed roundabouts also would do nothing to help traffic in Colchester. For 
thirty years we've had the right plan, but we've let a few people make 
commuting more diffucult and dangeous for the majority of people . Just build 
the circ. 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Kristen Puryear 

Company  

Address line 1 491 Boston Neck Rd. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields North Kingstown, RI 02852 

Comment I am very concerned about a few issues: 1) that a thorough and accurate 
understanding of the cost of the CIRC be made public, 2) that sprawl and 
build out models (with and without the proposed CIRC) be incorporated into 
the EIS, and 3) that the vision for this corridor of land be forward thinking and 
modeled more after successful greenbelt projects rather than just another 
road project - please consider the natural heritage of this area and the rare 
natural communities that are found there and work to protect them rather than 
lose them forever. Thank you. 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Sonia Rae 

Company Artisans Hand Craft Gallery 

Address line 1 89 Main Street 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Montpelier, VT 05602 

Comment I don't live in Chittenden County but I often drive through the area that will be 
affected by the circ highway extension.  Whilst I don't know enough about the 
circ to comment on it in particular I wonder if it would be possible to preserve 
some of the surrounding land for wildlife and recreation.  A green zone in 
other words where people could walk or bike and where some of the natural 
habitat could be preserved.  There are more than enough box stores and 
shopping centers in Chittenden County to serve the population.  If Chittenden 
County isn't to become one big shopping mall perhaps some small piece of it 
should be preserved for pleasure both for tourists and for residents. 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Patricia  Read 

Company ~~ 

Address line 1 519 Brennan Woods Dr. 

Address line 2 P.O. Box 237 

City, ST, Zip fields Williston, VT 05495 

Comment The idea of leaving the (considered) tract for the Circ. a green space is 
splendid ~~ what will become of the song-birds and other wildlife living in the 
existing woods otherwise, after a long process of construction and disruption 
of their habitat, followed by the noise and exhaust from speeding cars.  Our 
builder told us that the green-space behind us could "never be touched". 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Kate Reininger-Severin 

Company  

Address line 1 141 Barber Farm Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment Hello! 
    I am very excited about your Greenbelt idea. I am originally 
fromConnecticut and my Dad used to pick upmy sister and I from my Mom's 
every Saturday and take us to Stamford on the Wilbur Cross Parkway. I 
always remember those drives with fondness because of the beautiful strip of 
green in the middle and the trees planted there. It was so different from every 
other highway in ct. Last year I attended a funeral down there and we traveled 
the same route and I got that same feeling. It is so pretty even though it is a 
highway and now the trees are much bigger, of course! I adore the idea of a 
bikepath and I must say that previously crossed my mind as the place is so 
wide and landscaped on the essex side. I am an avid biker and would love the 
opportunity to circumvent the little roads. Thanks for doing all of this and good 
luck! 
Kate 

 



First and Last Name Dr. Lynn Reynolds 

Company  

Address line 1 3461 Main Rd. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Huntington, VT 05462 

Comment The recent ruling against the Circumferential Highway, based on its 
inadequate environmental considerations, is is a once in a lifetime opportunity 
for  
Chittenden County to create a greenbelt. Since the land has already been  
appropriated for the highway, this would provide a semicircle of green 
surrounding our county;  a corridor dedicated to habitat  
protection, agriculture, and recreation. While I believe the environmental 
issues are too great to allow for the completion of the Circ, and that the 
possible alternatives will better meet the transportation needs of our citizens, I 
would urge consideration of a greenbelt even if my assumptions are incorrect 
and the Circ is allowed to proceed.  Vermont is a unique state and our tourist 
industry depends on it remaining that way .  If we can maintain our pastoral 
settings and avoid the sprawl that Tafts Corners has succumbed to, we will 
contribute to the quality of life that Vermonters enjoy. 

 



First and Last Name cynthia roke 

Company  

Address line 1 65 horseshoe drive 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields williston, VT 05495 

Comment I am in favor of the Circ, mostly because I beieve it would relieve some of the 
congestion on 2A. The roundabouts wouldn't work. Do any of the roundabout 
supporters live off 2A? I try to get onto 2A from Hillside,either right or left;  and 
forget trying to turn left towards Essex. You take your life in your hands !!  
Where would the sprawl be with the Circ? There are already homes built 
along that route -- South Ridge, Coyote Run, the golf course, Allen Brook 
school. What land is left?  
Enough with the studies !!!!  Build it ----  please !!!! 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Charles Root Jr 

Company  

Address line 1 17 Hidden Meadows 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Milton, VT 05468 

Comment As a driver to Williston EVERYDAY, I personally can see that the circ 
DESPERATELY needs to be built, the traffic through Essex is a nightmare 
and the interstate exit isn't wonderful either. 
 
Now the antisprawl crowd has the most stupid of ideas and wants to build 
instead roundabouts. Being someone that has to use one everday, I can say 
with authority they do not work, people do not yield and most people do not 
even slow down, they look at it as a slalom a fly through it. 
 
People are using the antisprawl argument and it just falls flat, there's not going 
to be any mass exodus to Underhill and Jericho if the circ is built, both those 
communities have aggresive zoning laws the prevent massive developments. 
 
I'm tired of out-of-staters treating this state like their personal disney world and 
want to keep the progress we need stifled . 

 



First and Last Name Marcia Rosberg 

Company  

Address line 1 166 Orr Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465bluede05465 

Comment Yes greenbelt the circ, if the road is not to be built make it a protected habitat 
area. 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Brenda Rousselle 

Company  

Address line 1 11 Abnaki Avenue 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Junction, VT 05452 

Comment I live in Essex Junction and am a member of Blue Spruce Grange.  While I 
understand that the environmental study probably should be done again, I 
also understand that it may be another delaying tactic.  Also, the whole idea of 
a "round about" at the 5 Corners in EJ is just not going to work.  The new 
Veterans Memorial Park would probably have to go as well as the bank, the 
gas station, possibly part of Lincoln Hall and the Lincoln Inn.  EJ would lose 
the  pedestrian friendly atmosphere at the corners.  Also, please keep in mind 
that there is the wood chip train that goes through EJ twice a day.  I'm not 
talking about 6 or 7 cars, I talking about sitting at the 5 Corners for 10 or 15 
minutes while the train crosses the 3 sets of tracks.  Also, please keep in mind 
the stop lights at the corner of Pearl Street and Summit Street as well as the 
set by the IBM road on Park Street.  Also, the old saying of you can't get there 
from here or in order to get there you have to go through the 5 Corners still 
holds.  Where are the thousands of cars going to go in order to get through 
the Village if construction on a round about is done.  We all know that the 
State does nothing in a timely manner.  It will take them months and months 
to install a round about.  It just won't work. 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Kathleen  Ryan 

Company Landscape Architect 

Address line 1 274 Maple Street 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Burlington , VT 05401 

Comment I strongly recommend that you consider improving the current roadway 
system and not build the  highway that has been designed 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Rose Marie Ryea 

Company  

Address line 1 29 Beaver Brook Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Milton, VT 05468 

Comment We need the Cir highway for growth and business development in Vermont. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Brooke Scatchard 

Company Bikes On Snow 

Address line 1 53 Vine Street 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Williston, VT 05495 

Comment I am in support of the proposal for a series of roundabouts on route 2A 
combined with the "circ street."  If the circ highway or street is built, I would 
like to request that the new exit ramp off I-89 be shrunk to preserve the large 
area of forest that its current location would isolate.  I admit I'm not an 
engineer, but the ramp seems excessively large and sweeping.  Most ramps 
have a much smaller raduis and take up significantly less land.  The area that 
the ramp would cut through is a very nice forest with many multi-use 
recreation trails.  Tightening the ramp's radius would keep it closer to the 
interstate and keep much more land as useful habitat instead of an island of 
trees. 
Thanks for fully considering the road's impact on our enviroment. 

 



First and Last Name Kristina Schultz 

Company  

Address line 1  

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Pomfret, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Claire Seminario 

Company  

Address line 1 PO Box 88 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Whiting, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Arthur Shelmandine 

Company  

Address line 1 4 John Davis Drive 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment I first heard about the circ over 15 years ago. At that time it seemed to be a 
good idea.  A lot has happened since then and the rational for it now escapes 
me.  The idea is 25 years old, so much has changed, most of all the cost 
benefit ration of building more highways because the Federal Government 
pays for the bulk of it.  We cannot continue building more roads when we are 
totally unable to maintain the roads and bridges we have.   
Gasoline is over $2.00 a gallon, at what point do we start to realize that our 
current method of transportation is not sustainable for the long term. 
I understand the property is already purchased, why not use it as a green-
way, bike-path, hiking access and wildlife reserve? 
In the 1920's oil, auto and tire companies lobbied to have state and local 
taxes pay for roads to help sell cars, tires and gasoline.  Isn't it time we find an 
alternative to create workable mass transit that fosters urban areas instead of 
sprawl?  Let Vermont flourish as a state that sees the future. 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Edith Sherluga 

Company  

Address line 1 6 Mt Pleasant Drive 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Brandon, VT 05733 

Comment I saw the story yesterday where the group opposing the Circ is pushing for 
roundabout and had to respond.  For years my husband and I lived in New 
Jersey which had many roundabouts.  They were fine as long as there was no 
traffic.  The minute there was any traffic there were many accidents and the 
traffic backed up as people could not enter or exit the roundabout.  Most of 
the roundabout in the area I lived in had to have traffic lights added to them 
because of the prolblems.  If you are going to add traffic lights then you are 
right back to where you started.  The purpose I thought of the Circ was to get 
the traffic a more direct flow so that there was less congestion.  Using local 
streets is not an answer to the problem.  Until we add roads to fill the 
transportation needs Vermont will stay in the last century. 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Dianne Shullenberger 

Company  

Address line 1 228 Nashville Rd 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment I am writing to express my concerns  about the circ highway. Rather than 
have the goal to make driving always easie,r lets take the view point of 
encouraging other ways to minimize traffic. If emphasis could be put on 
organizing ways to get people to their work places by car pooling, shuttles or 
buses provided by major companies, that would make an impact on traffic.  
No matter what is done by engineering studies to address traffic, the number 
of cars still creates problems. An example is the back up of cars on to the 
interstate at the Taft Corner exit  off I89. Traffic studies were done , 
improvements made etc, and still the jam exists and now they are proposing 
even more stores. There is just so much space for traffic lanes. Speed and 
ease should not be the major issue. Protecting what we have now that is 
beautiful and our way of life that makes    Vermont  unique and dear to us, 
should be a priority. Hopefully, educating people to the long term benefits will 
encourage them to be flexible , make adjustments  and in some cases make 
some sacrifices that promote a good cause.  The sprawl, the additional 
maintenance will come if we build it. No circ, please. 

 



First and Last Name Donn Siegriest 

Company  

Address line 1  

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Westford, VT 

Comment Hi Folks, 
 
I tried finding that site I saw advertised on WCAX the other day - for 
comments regarding the Circ...couldn't find it but anyway, I have several 
comments regarding the Circ Highway...and why I believe it should be built 
 
- the sooner the better. 
 
My family has owned a camp on Mills Point since 1959. Back then most all 
the roads in the Bay area were gravel surface and the population was I am 
quite sure less than 1000 in all of Colchester. Colchester is now the third 
largest community in Vermont behind Burlington and Essex...There have 
been NO changes in the roads in Colchester except for one - Most of them 
have been paved...The Malletts Bay area is very much locked in by the 
combination of the Lake, on the north side and the Winooski River on the 
south side...this poses another problem with growth in Colchester - you really 
have only two accesses out of this populated area...One into Burlington and 
the other takes traffic around the bay...This is in itself a concern but what 
about the pollution risks to Malletts Bay? This is a 'closed bay', meaning it is a 
body of water that has but one small outlet...any accident; fuel truck...etc 
could pour vast amounts of pollutants into this treasured Bay! I am sure our 
CLF folks have never thought of this! Yet, trucks carrying hazardous 
chemicals travel close to this body of water on a daily basis - because there is 
no other way in or out! Now, this is just the Colchester end...a part that would 
not be built for many more years...For the other sections...The issue is just as 
important...Traffic is often very slow coming into and going out of 5 - Corners 
in Essex Junction...this slow traffic INCREASES exhaust pollutants in the 
area...The CIRC would have a positive effect to minimize this problem. The 
entire Circ area is the fastest population growth center in the State. We need 
an effective way to bypass 5 - Corners. If there was a serious train wreck at 5 
corners, it would be very difficult to move vast numbers of vehicles around the 
community safely! As far as 'sprawl' concerns - Where is ZONING! I have 
studied weather in our area for many years, keeping a daily journal. I doubt 
that many folks realize that the area where the Circ is being constructed 
receives about the LOWEST precipitation in ALL New England...Only Grand 
Isle County receives less...We are talking about 31 to 34 inches of rain a 
year...So the argument about runoff...although always important is 
minimized...For example the Bennington Bypass area gets nearly 10 inches 
more precip annually. That brings up another point...How could the Bypass be 
justified over the Circ when the Bypass serves a community smaller than 
Essex...and as for the Circ, we need to add in the fast growing communities of 
Colchester and Williston...who would greatly benefit from the Circ Highway. 
For myself, I am very disgusted with the CLF for causing the waste of tax 
dollars over the years...and I am disgusted with the State for allowing the CLF 
to always have the upper hand in this important project! We need to get this 
highway built and we need to finally outsmart the CLF...Their plan is to 
PREVENT this highway from ever being completed...not just delay it! Thanks 



for listening! 

   



First and Last Name Mr. Edward Sliker 

Company  

Address line 1 #90 Hope st. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Burl., VT 05401 

Comment This project is long over due. Gridlock is occuring on a regular basis. The 
people holding this up do not live here why allow them control over this much 
needed road? 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Eric  Small 

Company Psychotherapy Associates 

Address line 1 2 Church Street 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Burlington, VT 05465 

Comment Dear Folk considering CIRC,  
 
The possibility that land that was 
set aside originally for roadways 
could conceivably be used for recreational purposes is very  
exciting.  Traffic, sprawl, material growth is what is happening everywhere.  
But could we 
create something unique? fantastic? 
Life-affirming?  honoring of the  
landscape, critters, and health of 
our population?  Sould we create more bike paths? walkways? wildlife 
corridors?  This to my way of thinking is resposible far 
beyond the scope of our current population.  I would be so proud if decisions 
were made right here in my backyard that were forward looking and 
environmentally sound.  I wholeheartedly support the CIRC land becoming a 
green belt for Chittenden County.  Thank You. 

 



First and Last Name Jennifer Smith 

Company  

Address line 1  

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 

Comment Here are my thoughts - please preserve areas for multi-use recreation (biking, 
walking, dog parks) and include a greenbelt in the picture.  Wetlands, forests, 
and wildlife corridors need to be preserved.  The park and ride is great at exit 
11 but I think we could use another somewhere to encourage more 
carpooling. 
Thank you. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. William Smith 

Company  

Address line 1 1376 Wes White Hill 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Richmond, VT 05477 

Comment I would like to counted as a supporter of the circ highway as proposed. As a 
Richmond resident I am mindful of the pressures to develop our community.  
While I support good planning practices I don't believe the circ will have the 
predicted impact on growth in Richmond.  Our roads need relief. Any effective 
alternative should have the same impact on growth patterns as the proposed 
project. 

 



First and Last Name Stephanie Solt 

Company  

Address line 1 111 Edgemoor Drive 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Burlington, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Marilyn Sowles 

Company  

Address line 1 1528 Porters Point Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Colchester, VT 05446 

Comment I will keep my comments brief because you should already have comments 
that Jim Purdy wrote up from our meeting together.  I appreciated being able 
to speak with him.  
 
Since our meeting I have learned a very troubling fact and hereby request an 
answer to my question from those representing the federal government and 
the State of Vemont in the EIS.  The Circ EIS website states that "the study is 
being conducted by VTrans as the sponsoring agency and FHWA as the lead 
federal agency, with support from the Chittenden County Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (CCMPO) and the Chittenden County Regional 
Planning Commission (CCRPC). CCMPO and CCRPC are respectively 
responsible for the Metropolitan Transportation Plan and the Chittenden 
County Regional Plan; they provide specific expertise in transportation and 
land use." How can the CCMPO be considered a supporting agency when 
their present TIP (Transportation Inprovement Program) includes sections A 
and B of the Circ Highway?  That means they are already officially committed 
to sections A and B of the Circ. Does Vtrans also sign off on the TIP?  If 
CCMPO needs to participate should they be required to remove sections A 
and B of the Circ from the TIP until the EIS is completed?  It appears to me 
that the CCMPO presently has a conflict of interest.  Given that both the 
CCMPO and VTRANS were the ones that originally failed to meet the federal 
requirements for a study of alternatives and a look at growth impacts from the 
Circ, how is a citizen supposed to be assured that this new EIS is not just 
'business as usual'.  Having followed the Circ Highway since the fall of 1992, I 
have seen plenty of 'business as usual'. 
 
In addition, the CCMPO recently approved (Jan. 2005) a new MTP.  Despite 
the fact that a new CIRC EIS is being done as required under federal law, the 
new MTP supports in the section labeled "Recommended MTP Alternative" 
(page 45)"completion of committed transportation programs in the CCMPO 
TIP, including Circumferential Highway segments A and B...".  All analysis in 
the MTP was done with the assumption that Circ Highway sections A and B 
are built.  The Colchester sections of the Circ (segments G,H,I, and J)are also 
recommended in the MTP, although the analysis does not assume that those 
sections are necessarily built. 
 
A seperate concern is that you double check all the data that you use in 
preparing the EIS.  I am particulary sensitive to this because I raised 
questions about two charts in the MTP that analyzed alternatives.  After it 
became clear that the Freeways column in Table 5-4 in the MTP 
underreported the cost of the Circ by $74 million and Table 5-7 Refined 
Alternative A underreported the cost of the Circ by $30.4 million, the CCMPO 
agreed to correct the figures mentioned. 
 
I look forward to a response.  Thank you very much. 
 
Marilyn Sowles 



 



First and Last Name Mrs. Carolann Spafford 

Company  

Address line 1 118 Sadler Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Williston, VT 05495 

Comment I am submitting comments to inquire whether certain issues that come to my 
mind when considering construction of the Williston section of the Circ 
Highway will be addressed as part of the EIS: 
1.  Much publicity has been given in recent years to the stormwater discharge 
problems facing many developments in Chittenden County.  If the Williston 
section were to be constructed, could this possibly contribute to the runoff into 
neighboring streams (I presume Allen Brook)?  If so, is there a way to 
measure what contamination of the stream is attributable to the highway and 
what is attributable to the neighboring developments?  As I understand it, 
obtaining updated storm water discharge permits has been difficult for 
developments.  I also understand that pending further investigation of the 
issue as well as a decision by the VT Courts, it is possible in the future that 
developments could be forced to install and pay for very expensive filtration 
systems to control their discharges, and/or to apply for Federal as well as 
State discharge permits.  It would be unacceptable for the contamination of 
the stream to be made worse by the highway and have the residents of the 
neighboring developments foot the bill for the cleanup. 
2.  As a resident of Brennan Woods, I am deeply concerned about the noise 
level that will be generated by the highway.  I know there have been 
discussions about noise barriers, etc., but I cannot see that any type of barrier 
will keep highway traffic noise from contaminating the neighborhood. 
3.  Safety - with the expected proximity of the highway (per what I think is the 
most recent design) to a neighborhood with many, many children, I fear there 
are simply tragic accidents waiting to happen. 
4.  I will wrap up by stating my concern about the financial impact on 
neighboring residents.  Much of many Vermont families' wealth exists in the 
equity they have built in their primary residences.  I think it is undeniable that 
running a busy highway so close to a number of residential neighborhoods will 
have significant negative impact on the value of those properties. I am not 
convinced there is sufficient benefit to be gained by construction of the 
highway to justify robbing these people of even part of the equity in their 
homes.  I understand some contend that construction of the highway will 
benefit the economic progress of Chittenden County as a whole, and I do 
support that concept, but I do not feel it should happen at the expense of 
Williston residents.  Is there another route for the highway that could serve the 
same purpose without creating the kinds of problems that arise by running it in 
such close proximity to private residences? 
 
I can be reached during the day at (802) 863-0403, x216, and at (802) 878-
9725 during the evening.  I will also attend the meeting at Williston Central 
School this evening, March 8th. 
Thank you, 
Carolann Spafford 
118 Sadler Lane 
Williston, VT  05495 

 



First and Last Name Joan  Spasyk 

Company  

Address line 1 521 Metcalf Drive 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Williston, VT 05495 

Comment I am interested in reading any of the transportation studies that have been 
done for this project. Are any of these online? 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Richard Spindler 

Company  

Address line 1 12 Green Dolphin Dr 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields South Burlington, VT 05403 

Comment Below are my comments for the scoping phase of the Circ-Williston EIS.  
 
I believe the proposed Circumferential highway would be a waste of a huge 
amount of public funds. Here are the (much cheaper) alternatives that I feel 
should be examined more closely:  
· We should make a greater commitment to public transit. The bus 
system in Chittenden County should be funded in a more centralized manner 
than the town-by-town fragmented way it is funded now. It also is not frequent 
enough or broad enough to serve the community effectively. In addition, rail is 
a real possibility between Essex Junction, Burlington, and St. Albans and 
should be explored. 
· More aggressively implementing plans to reduce single occupancy 
vehicles. Many other companies in the U.S have implemented such plans 
successfully.  
· Despite all of the talk of land use planning, we could certainly 
strengthen our town centers more than we are now.  
· In addition, there are several route 2A improvements that could be 
made, including widening and the use of roundabouts. 
· Increased support for bike and pedestrian transportation needs. 
 
Here are the issues I believe the EIS should examine closely:  
· The effect of the Circ on sprawl and the detrimental effect on the 
vitality of our town centers should be explored fully. This includes not 
assuming that zoning is going to control sprawl. Common sense and 
experience in every other city with a beltway has shown this, no matter what 
zoning is imposed by outlying communities. This sprawl destroys the unique 
character of those communities. These facts are directly related to the quality 
of life we have in our state: we should instead be reducing our auto 
dependency and protecting our local communities by looking at mass transit 
and other options.  
· The effect of the Circ on wildlands and agricultural lands, especially in 
eastern Chittenden County. Another side effect of sprawl will be to take prime 
agricultural lands out of production, as well as to destroy the declining amount 
of wild lands in our county. 
· Planners need to accept the possibility that if we build a road for IBM, 
they could depart shortly after. It is no secret that the main driving force 
behind the Circ is concern for IBM. IBM will not leave simply because we don't 
build the Circ. IBM itself has acknowledged that global market conditions, not 
the construction of a single highway, determines its employment decisions 
here. If the decision is made to build an alternative road for IBM's use, which 
is really what the Circ is all about, they should be required to commit to stay.  
· There is no evidence that the Circ will relieve congestion in the county 
and realistic models should address this question.  Studies to date show that 
conditions will worsen at many intersections such as Five Corners in Essex 
Junction, and countywide traffic will increase because of Circ construction. 
The reality is, experience in other states has shown that new highways 
typically increase congestion, not relieve it. 



· The EIS should address the economic and jobs question directly, 
since evidence indicates that the Circ would not create jobs, but just shift 
them. Researchers who have looked at other beltways have found they have 
done little to improve a region's economy. In fact, such a highway will hurt our 
economy since we depend so much on a quality of life factor that a beltway 
degrades. In fact, jobs are more likely to be shifted from town centers to 
farther out areas. 
· The EIS should address how we will fund other transportation needs 
when the Circ takes away so many dollars for its construction and future 
maintenance. Our state cannot keep up with maintaining our current system 
of crumbling interstate, bridge, and secondary road system. The Circ takes 
away valuable dollars from these projects and, once it is built, it adds another 
large burden on future maintenance.  
· The EIS should address the water and air pollution side effects of the 
Circ. Stormwater pollution from the highway will increase pollution runoff into 
already impaired waters, such as Allen Brook, Indian Brook, Sunderland 
Brook and Lake Champlain. This will cause increased algae blooms and 
beach closings. Air pollution is likely to worsen, and the increased sprawl will 
affect the wildlife and agricultural communities in eastern Chittenden County. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Richard Spindler 
12 Green Dolphin Dr 
South Burlington, VT  05403 
802-865-5245 
 
 

 



First and Last Name Mr. michael spinelli 

Company spinelli equipment co 

Address line 1 65 south main 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields waterbury, VT 05676 

Comment i am not sure about the environmental impact that the circ would 
have..however from a common sense stand point it is disturbing that we are 
not taking proper care of our existing assets(roads,bridges,etc.)...I89 is 
comming apart in Chittenden County for example..it would be imprudent to 
build almost anything new from scratch until we are sure we can care properly 
for the existing infrastructure.. 
for example..I have enough money to build a deck on my house, but the roof 
leaks and it is the same cost to fix the roof as to build the deck......enough 
said. 

 



First and Last Name Steve Stoddard 

Company Foodscience Corp 

Address line 1 20 New England Dr 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex  Jct, VT 05452-2220 

Comment Who came up with the round-abouts idea?  This is NOT Roxbury, Ma. or 
Jamicia Plains, Ma.  Is anyone from Vermont there?  The traffic would just 
travel in circles making you believe it is helping.  Vermont drivers are too 
polite.  Are you going to give driving lessons on how to be a jerk driving in 
round-abouts like they do in the cities?  Please e-mail answers to all my 
questions. 

 



First and Last Name Mary Stone 

Company Clay Whistles 

Address line 1 25  Cummings Rd 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Montpelier, VT 05602 

Comment I believe it would be more in the best interest of Vermonters to develope a 
greenway around Chittenden County rather than a faster way to get to more 
shopping.  Although I do not live in Chittenden County, I have an interest in 
how the county faces issues and challenges in the developement of our fields 
and river valleys.  More highways mean more shopping malls which do 
nothing to promote the sense of community and appreciation of nature we 
who live in Vermont value. 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Missy Storrow 

Company  

Address line 1 710 Wheeler Rd 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Calais, VT 05648 

Comment Please consider a greenbelt. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Charles Stringer 

Company  

Address line 1 P.O. Box 5332 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Junction, VT 05453 

Comment I'm embarassed by the fact that we have allowed the construction of this 
higway to be delayed for such a long period of time. It's a shame that out of 
state special interest groups are able to control the progress of our hard 
surface infrastructure. Their most recent stall  tactic, to offer alternative 
solutions, do nothing to enhance our ability to move traffic in any meaningful 
way. I continue to hear about dangerous interstate exits such as Exit 12 and 
Exit 14. If the Circ was operational on all segments I believe the traffic would 
be diminished at these exits to normal levels. I have lived here in Essex since 
1982 and the Circumfrential Highway was promised then. Please build it! We 
have spent way too much money and wasted way too much time as it is! 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Greg Strong 

Company Spring Hill Solutions, LLC 

Address line 1 82 Church St. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Burlington, VT 05401 

Comment I urge support for the Smart Growth Collaborative's 
proposed alternatives -- and ask that these alternatives be considered in the 
Environmental Impact Study. The issues of sprawl, economic development, 
and preservation of Vermont's unique beauty and way of life are too important 
to risk by not carefully considering all reasonable alternatives to the proposed 
Circumferential Highway. Thank you. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. James Sweitzer 

Company West Hill Shop, Inc. 

Address line 1 49 Brickyard Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Putney, VT 05346 

Comment I believe that the current travel corridor serves bicyclists & pedestrians very 
poorly.  Whatever is built should be a "complete" street including facilities for 
walking & bicycling.   
 
Years ago, Route 2A was a good bicycling road - a good way to get out of 
town to the north.  Kids were able to ride their bikes to the Tafts Corner for an 
ice cream.  Whatever transportation investments are made, I believe the 
design should make it safe, convenient, and desireable to walk or bike along 
this corridor, as an integral part of the project.   
 
When bicyclists & pedestrians aren't comfortable on a roadway, we often 
become invisible.  We just don't go there.  But we would often LIKE to have 
that option to walk or bicycle on a given street.   
 

 



First and Last Name Mr. tom tailer 

Company teacher 

Address line 1 5 jericho rd 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields essex, VT 05452 

Comment As the developments spread to cover increased amounts of land it is vital that 
we plan for the future and preserve open green belts.  These green belts will 
allow for recreation, improved water quality, and possible transportation in a 
post petroleum economy.  What transportation system will best suit our needs 
is impossible to say at this point.  To pave more land with asphalt when the 
roads we have are already over taxing our limited financial resources makes 
no sense.  Let us maintain the rights of way as green belts. 
 
 
 

 



First and Last Name howard taylor 

Company retired 

Address line 1 24 fields ln 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields jericho, VT 05465 

Comment I have lived and worked in Chittenden County for 44 years and despair at the 
sprawl and destruction of community which it brings. The Circ seems like an 
expensive luxury; but I am not an engineer. Could be OK; but I implore you to 
consider a greenbelt through the area planned, circ highway or not. This is too 
beautiful a place to despoil it further. Think ahead. HT 

 



First and Last Name Dan Tolle 

Company MMUHS 

Address line 1 58 Bill cook Rd 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Underhill, VT 05489 

Comment Please look deep into the future when making any decisions.  I think that most 
of the problems that we read about each day in the paper are due to human 
short-sightedness, and the resulting decisions that affect the present 
generation.  Please be faithful stewards, and consider the possiblility of 
creating a corridor around Burlington that future generations of Vermonters 
will appreciate -- a "Greenbelt".  And not just a measley bike bath along the 
road, either -- think about the Cleveland MetroParks.  (At the time, I doubt if 
everyone was in favor of setting that land aside, but I'd bet you'd be hard 
pressed to find anyone today who thought that the MetroPark idea was a bad 
one!)  
 
The Circ will no doubt be build -- we own the land, and have a choice to do it 
right, or to just build a highway. 

 



First and Last Name Dr. Michael Trick 

Company IBM 

Address line 1 4 Ridge Rd 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex, VT 05452 

Comment It's time to complete the Circ.  There are serious traffic congestion problems 
along 2A.  Population density continues to increase.  Commercial 
development continues to increase.  Nothing can accommodate the traffic like 
a limited access highway.  Decades of studies, fine tuning of local traffic 
patterns, and mass transit investment can't address the basic traffic problem.  
Vermont has a lovely, rural character.  I believe that unless we want to turn 
Williston back into farm land, the best way to preserve that character is to 
eliminate traffic jams by funneling traffic into a high speed corridor with 
appropriate isolation from adjacent residential areas as was done in Essex.  
Another decade of study will not solve the problem.  More wasted millions of 
dollars on studies will not solve the problem.  Build it! 

 



First and Last Name Ian Trigg 

Company  

Address line 1  

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Williston, VT 

Comment The Maple Tree place, "roundabout", is badly designed, and not a 
representation of how effective these can be.  Keeping cars moving is what 
the it's all about, building a new road to attract more cars, by virtue of east 
travel, just increases the load of cars to handle.  Everyone is looking for 
perfection, it doesn't exist, difficulty in any transport system is just a guiding 
factor, that does over time alter peoples transport habits.  Create some good 
ones, with some relief. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Clay Turnbull 

Company  

Address line 1 1799 simpson Brook Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Townshend, VT 05353 

Comment I was appauled at the traffic in Chittendon County while living there in the Fall 
(2004). More publoice transporttion is essential. Every dollar spent on a new 
highway takes away from public transit options that will provide the true long-
term solution to congestion in the area. Think beyond the current "fill-it-up" 
mentality and plan for a transportation system that will be viable in decades to 
come. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Edward Twohig 

Company  

Address line 1 63 Pleasant St A-4 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Woodstock, VT 05091 

Comment I am moving shortly to Essex. I have been a Vermont resident for more than 
13 years and have been following the Circ issue.  The fact that this project 
has not been completed years ago is just wrong.  This roadway needs to be 
completed as soon as possible.  This portion of the state is tiny, but very 
populated and this roadway can alleviate traffic issues.  There is ample 
habitat for wildlife in the other 99.99% of Vermont that this road will not be 
paved over.   The fact that this project has not been completed is ridiculous. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Scott Vento 

Company  

Address line 1 9 Warner Ave 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Junction, VT 05452 

Comment I am very much in favor of the construction of the circumferential highway. It 
has been well studied and its construction has been supported by every level 
of government all the way from local towns up to the federal government. The 
people who have to deal with the traffic woes caused by the lack of this 
highway should be the ones whose voice is listened to, not out-of-state 
activist organizations with no vested interest in the project, the local towns, or 
the state. My tax dollars have been continuously wasted by the construction 
stoppages and repeated appeals that have been caused by these groups. In 
addition, I fear for my job because my employer is guaranteed to decrease 
investment in the area if the poor infrastructure is not remedied. So not only 
do I have to deal with the fear of job loss and unnecessary traffic problems, 
but I also have to pay more tax money to do so. This is not fair to real citizens. 
Thank you. 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Karen Vesosky 

Company  

Address line 1 206 Nashville Rd 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 05465 

Comment I would like to see the circ highway development plan include plans to make it 
a greenway, with pedestrian and bicycle access, as well as considering 
wildlife and their movement patterns. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. JEFFREY VOSE 

Company  

Address line 1 18 ROSEADE PKWY 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields BURLINGTON, VT 

Comment IT'S TIME TO GET ON WITH THIS PROJECT.  THIS IS A GREAT CITY BUT 
ONE DELAY ON ANY MAJOR ROAD PUTS THE WHOLE COMMUTE TO A 
STAND STILL.  THE CIRC WOULD RELIEVE TRAFFIC ON ROUTE 15, 
WILLISTON RD, ROUTE 2, INDUSTRIAL AVE, AND MORE.  IT'S TIME TO 
GET THIS DONE.  ENOUGH STUDIES, ENOUGH MEETINGS, WE KNOW 
ALL NEEDED TO MAKE THE RIGHT DECISION.  BUILD IT. 

 



First and Last Name Nathan Wallace-Senft 

Company  

Address line 1 758 Park St. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields N. Bennington, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Thomas Weaver 

Company  

Address line 1 26 Corduroy Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Jct, VT 05452 

Comment This Highway needs to be completed.  The segement in Essex was closed 
recently due to the Tragic death of two people, and the traffic was backed up 
for miles.  It was reminicent of what it was like before this road was opened.  
This has been in the planning stag3e since about 1970.  Please get it finished.

 



First and Last Name henry weinstock 

Company  

Address line 1 old pump Rd 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields jericho, VT 05465 

Comment The environmental impact would be insufferable. What is more, the Circ would 
create the worst sprawl imaginable. The quality of life in Vermont, specifically 
in Chittenden county would be reduced to the Los Angeles apocalypse. The 
few seconds of expediency would be utterly neutralized by  severe gridlocks 
and other insurmountable highway obstacles predicated on weather and 
traffic patterns. DO NOT IMPOSE THE CIRC ON US CITIZENZ OF 
JERICHO. THANK YOU 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Daniel Weiss 

Company  

Address line 1 18 Edgewood Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Burlington, VT 05401 

Comment Dear Mr. Ranaldo -- 
 
I have great concern about the building of the Circ Highway.  This is an 
expensive, environmentally degrading project that won't even solve the 
problems it is setting out to solve.  I have read that it will save just several 
seconds of travel time over the existing road system.  This is an incredible 
waste of public initiative!  The alternatives presented by the Vermont Smart 
Growth Collaborative are far better.  The use of the roundabout is excellent 
solution to moving traffic.  Why not utilize forward-thinking solutions such as 
the roundabout instead of the costly, environmentally damaging "solution" that 
is the Circ?  I implore you to do whatever is in your power to kill this Circ 
project, a true boondoggle, and implement the solutions offered by the 
Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Daniel Weiss 
18 Edgewood Lane 
Burlington, VT  05401 

 



First and Last Name Ms. Carol Wells 

Company  

Address line 1 25 Main Street 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Bristol, VT 05443 

Comment I would like to request that when planning this highway, great attention and 
detail be given to green concepts, maintaing natural habitiats, controlling 
sound and pollution and visual scarring of the land. 

 



First and Last Name Kit 
kit whallon 

Company  

Address line 1 808 Brattleboro 
808 Brattleboro 
808 Brattleboro 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Bt 
808 Brattleboro, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Brent White 

Company  

Address line 1 188 Worcester Village Road 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Worcester, VT 05682 

Comment I'm getting tired of this hand full of people that keep adding to the taxpayer’s 
cost of this project by these law suites funded by out of state special interest 
money. This road needs to be built and could have been paid for three times 
over just with the study money alone since this project was first on the table. 
Enough is enough build the road! 

 



First and Last Name Henry White 

Company  

Address line 1 224 Silver St 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Hinesburg, VT 05461 

Comment Looks like you are speeding up traffic to get to Essex Jct in a hurry! What 
then? What we need is better traffic flow to IBM from the North and South. 
The real problem is getting traffic from rt 7 and rt 15, not trying to speed up 
traffic through an area that is already overloaded. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Jordan  Wiener 

Company  

Address line 1 764 North Ave 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Burlington , VT 05401 

Comment My comment is this. When did the Circ become only a concern for the 
communities of Williston and Essex? It is obvious that the best result of 
building the Circ is to reduce congestion on Downtown Burlington. So many 
North Enders have to travel through town just to get to Interstate 89. If the 
Circ were built No only would Essex and Williston benifit but Burlington would 
as well. In addition the round about idea is the worst thing you could do. I 
travel through the roundabout every day in williston near Bestbuy and I must 
say that most people don't know who has right of way. We must build the Circ.

 



First and Last Name Mr. Greg Wilcox 

Company  

Address line 1 457 westview circle 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields williston, VT 05495 

Comment Safety, safety , safety.  People talk about the economics of the what building 
the circ will mean without any thought as to why we need the road.  The 
enviromentalist use the word sprawl in every sentence yet they have no 
concept of what it means.  Lets build the infrastructure that is badly needed 
and let the towns decide how builds where.  If Jericho is worrired about sprawl 
then the residents can draft a town zoning plan and limit growth through 
reduced permits.  The tax payers of Vt already have a investment in the 
completed portion of 289.  The safety of the traveling public can be meet by 
using that investment and finishing the road.  BUILD THE CIRC.  BUILD THE 
CIRC.  BUILD THE CIRC.  
On a side not I think it is a shame that a self serving, one track, out of touch 
group such as the CLF( who gets money from the sierra club)  would have 
such a loud voice in the matter.  What a dis- service to the real VT citizens.  
The fact that there was so much talk about "roundabouts" at the meeting 
made me sick.  The consultant for CLF was hired to come up with THAT plan, 
not the best plan.  The fact they spent only $15,000 for a conceptual design 
says a lot.  Maybe we should hold a press conference and propose a 
magnetic rail over the top of chittenden county.  The mag rail trail.  yeah  that 
would do it.  We could have third graders color the plan for us. The sarcasam 
is just an indicator of how fed up I am with the BS that goes on.  It is a shame 
that a group of self serving, press hungry, enviromental lawyers can take 
advantage of the appeals process and screw the real people of VT. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Jim Wilkinson-Ray 

Company  

Address line 1 88 High Meadow Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Richmond, VT 05477 

Comment I am very interested in improving the travel routes for cyclists and walkers 
throughout Chittenden County and especially through the areas effected by 
the Circ Highway. With gas prices headed for $3/gallon in the short term and 
becoming less available in the long term, we need to start the shift to 
alternative forms of travel. We cyclist also deserve safe, effective routes 
today, regardless of evergy issues. Please pay extra attention to routes that 
help cyclists get in and out of "cities" and towns. Current routes are now so 
congested and unsafe as to eliminate the as a cycling option. Also try to make 
safe routes to allow middle and high school students to ride to school. 
Thanks! 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Phyllis Willey 

Company  

Address line 1 12 Pomfret Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Junction, VT 05452 

Comment I strongly support the completion of the Circ Highway.  Not building it will not 
prevent 'sprawl'.  On the contrary not building it will only increase air pollution, 
extend commuting times and reduce safety on already congested roads.  
Please go ahead with the next phase as quickly as possible to save taxpayer 
money which is now paying wasteful legal fees. 
Thank you. 

 



First and Last Name Ken Wolvington 

Company  

Address line 1  

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields , VT 

Comment I've recently taken issue with Peter Freyne over his column in Seven 
Days in which he reported that, "...according to government's experts, a 
built-out Circ would only cut 11 seconds off the cross-country drive time 
between Colchester and Williston." 
    By e-mail I told Peter that 11 seconds improvement is simply not 
credible if you're talking from the Malletts Bay area of Colchester to 
Williston--especially during rush hour. 
    I asked him, "What were the assumptions used? From exactly where to 
exactly where? What days of the week and what time of day? If someone was 
using simple linear distances, such a conclusion might be possible; but I 
can't in my wildest imagination visualize anyone trying to get from the 
Malletts Bay area to Williston during either morning or evening rush hours 
as quickly on the old roads as on the projected Circ." 
    Peter responded by referring me to the web site: 
http://www.aot.state.vt.us/EIS/ <http://www.aot.state.vt.us/EIS/> , which is 
where I found your name. I'm not really interested in going through a 
zillion pages of reports and court documents; but I'd really be interested 
in knowing the assumptions that led to the "11 seconds" improvement claim. I 
simply don't buy it. 
    Can you help me out? Many thanks! 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Ralph Wooden 

Company  

Address line 1 105 High Street 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields St. Albans, VT 05478 

Comment This project has little merit in the bigger picture of moving people, not just 
cars. We must consider reasonable public transportation options. Circ 
highways have been around for over 50 years around the country and have 
not proven to be a sound solution. I would love to see the project scaled back 
and a new more balanced approach developed. 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Irene Wrenner 

Company  

Address line 1 15 Thrush Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Jct., VT 05452 

Comment -Add on / off ramps (to I-89) in Kennedy Dr. area in So.Burlington so drivers 
can avoid using Dorset St. as a N / S thoroughfare. For example, a way is 
needed to get from Kennedy Drive onto North and South I-89.  Just as drivers 
can access all points from I-189 eastbound (which becomes Kennedy). 

 



First and Last Name Mrs. Irene Wrenner 

Company  

Address line 1 15 Thrush Lane 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Jct., VT 05452 

Comment 1) I think we could save time and gasoline implementing European ideas, 
such as a blinking yellow light to indicate to approaching traffic that the 
concurrent red light is about to turn green.   
2) I think it's unfortunate that the word CIRC is everywhere in the publicity and 
paperwork around this project. The CIRC supporters at the Jericho meeting 
claimed to be in the majority.  That may have been true, if only because they 
found the invitation's wording to be more compatible with their goals. 
3)One of the attendees at the Jericho meeting kept talking about how the 
purity of roundabouts in Holland has been corrupted(?) by the addition of 
traffic lights in some areas.  I just visited Holland myself: any country having 
more cyclists than cars, as they do in most intersections, might need to make 
similar modifications to keep those cyclists safe. 

 



First and Last Name Jake Yanulavich 

Company  

Address line 1 12 Railroad St. 

Address line 2 Apt A 

City, ST, Zip fields Essex Jct., VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 
Surely it is now time to consider alternatives, rather than using solutions 
that don\'t work! 

 



First and Last Name Robert Young 

Company  

Address line 1  

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Jericho, VT 

Comment Everyone wants to fix traffic and grow the economy in Chittenden County. But 
building new highways like the Circ increases pollution and paves the way 
for increased sprawl without adding new jobs, shortening commutes, or fixing 
traffic congestion on Route 2A. We need to look at alternatives that can fix 
traffic, protect the environment, and invest in businesses and jobs in our 
towns.  
 
The alternatives put forward by the Vermont Smart Growth Collaborative do 
just that. Using a mix of less expensive, incremental enhancements along 
Route 2A and thoughtfully sited new development, the alternatives save 
taxpayers  $10-25 million, cut traffic in half at key intersections and 
protect working farms, wildlife habitat, and open space. 
 
I am writing to urge you to support these alternatives. Together we can 
build an efficient, clean transportation future for Chittenden County. 

 



First and Last Name Mr. Steven  Zebertavage 

Company  

Address line 1 650 Metcalf Dr 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Williston , VT 05495 

Comment The previous plan for the Circ highway through Williston is antiquated and 
would not serve it's intended purpose. 
IBM has no real business interest in the circ any longer, the State of Vermont 
missed that opportunity years ago, the expanded manufacturing facilities are 
already in another state. Traffic flow off I-89 coming off exit 11 (Ricmhmond) 
could be easily funneled up Rt.117 to the already existing portion of the circ 
by widening Rt.117. Furture growth would also be served by having Rt.117 
widened and serve as bypass around the congested areas and would also 
serve to funnel commercial and retail traffic into Essex Jct. and Essex Center. 
That's what this is all about really is making sure the retail and commercial 
areas of Essex and Essex Jct are being given easy access to interstate traffic.

 



First and Last Name Chris Zeoli 

Company  

Address line 1 3223 South St. Ext. 

Address line 2  

City, ST, Zip fields Middlebury, VT 05753 

Comment My wife and I are of the same belief that this state, this country and this earth 
does not need another highway that makes it easier for more people to drive 
adding to the obesity epedemic, air, water and noise pollution.   And what will 
VTrans suggest when in a few years this highway becomes to busy?  Another 
highway?  When does it stop?  How about now and use the money for the 
highway for mastransit? 

 


