
Examples of
Transportation Performance Measures

• How far will people travel? (vehicle-miles 
traveled (VMT))

• How much time will people spend in their 
cars? (vehicle-hours traveled (VHT))

• How crowded will the roads be? (volume to 
capacity ratio)

• How fast can I travel to work? (peak hour 
roadway speeds)

• Will there be more/less cars on the road?
(changes in roadway volumes)

• How do we measure congestion?
(delay/level of service)

• How many cars will be in line ahead 
of/behind me? (queuing)

• How long will it take me to get from here to 
there? (travel time)

• How often will I have to fill up my gas tank?
(fuel consumption)


